The new 
British fashion 
photography 

the 

magazine 




G9 



1 J 

1 








--v » ■ 

%*• 


SATimnAY 22 FEBRUARY 1997 


John Malkovitch: 
the hottest mouth 
in the West 

the 

Jong weekend 


WEATHER; 5un and fbowarg 





T 


QRGSp) 60p 


Win a 
Nintendo 
64 in... 

The0yg 


hink Firs) 

Before 

ou Phoil 


1 ~ 1 


r.2- 


r.3- 






ui 


m 

* 


years of injustice 


f. 

yf 








Moment or freedom: ftr$o-jed 
Patricia 

legal Affairs' Editor ~ • ,V> 

The Bridgewater Threcjnight 
have heeardeased firm jafl sev- 
en years earlier. had -'Crudal . 

rt*wif rvf frtntad 'mnfMct^nC nnl* ’ 


lain undetected in Home Office 
files. As the men walked to free - 
dom from the Royal Courtsof 
Justice in London^ it was 
revealed that a lawyer’s hirpdi 
led tp thedamning evidence of 
police forgery being jpscorered.- . 

Forensic tests, oontple ted on 
7 February shbwed that foe 
fourth oonvicted man, Patrick 
MoHoy, was provoked into mak- 
ing an untrue confession by be- 
ing shown'anotber confession 
apparently made by one of the 
other suspects, but infect con- . 
coded by two police officers; 

'That evidence might, itself . 
nctafrhave beenimocwtired but , 
for tpq inspired instinct of Jim 
Nichtit, the men's solicitor, to 
seek a handwriting test seven 
years after an earlier one bad 
proved inconclusive. 

Asked what prompted him, 
he replied: “Gut instinct. When 
your back's against the wall, you 
fry anything.'’ 

Mr Nichol, a partner in a 
small tiro- partner criminal prac- 
tice in north London, -had 
worked without legal.aid.ftmd- - 
‘ IngoQ the case for years, before, 
k wasreferred back to the Ap- 
peal Court last July. 

■ The forged confession evi- ■ 

dcnce alone -obtained through 

electro-static definition analy- : 
jfe (Esda) - was enough to 
Convince me-CTOwn not to oon- 



reiny Robert* QC, \td 
Justice Roch and Mr' 


^lajV.^owto 


rawiMk^tael Htctey aftar itie tatter were released 


JBtfoha and Mtahefl that ttej - . Hickey statespient bad been 

ftHll htui hi»pn “MrtftoWMiMM i t tM l : m nw* iM f im . ' 


trial had been "fimdaifientaiy , r written jan paper restim* im- 
. flawed” making on top of Mr MoSc^s 


confession formed the tffaa:* J Ificfc^ was being dealt wiflasq>- 
stone of die convkticHB ml$79 , > arately at anotfanrpo&ee station, 
for the murder of theJ3-jear : . - # The crucial indentations had 
old newspaper boy Gail Bod^ft- . always beeatbere, but were uc v - 
waler. The Esda tcst --\¥bifih. l ^ktentifiedduringal990Esda 


S^tkms-ofwrit- -a test, which had becnc ommis - 
jOHtopOfattoc- stoned .to. investigate whether 
enl--%- revealed that the the MoDoy confession itself 
tent bad been' bad been tampered with. ' 
per resting jm- Jfa yet another remarkable 
p of Mr Mofioy’s feature of the affair, even that 


worthless were it nor for a la- 
bel that had been attached to 
the MoDoy confession - the an- 
cial exhibit 45 -which hadpro- 
tected the key indentations in' 


foepaper from wear and tear. 

The appeal judges granted 
unconditional bail to Michael 
Hickey, 34, his cousin Vincent 
Hickey, 42, and James Robin- 
son, 62, pending a hearing of ev- 


who had examined Mr MoDoy ‘s 
confession and an examination 
of other grounds of appeal. 
Lord Justice Roch said if the ev- 
idence Was accepted, and be 



can 


Clare Garner^ . ■ ~ 

Fof a brief momfciu |fefe^^be Bridge- 
water Three again bec&stife four. The son 
of Patrick MbDoji whpfood'nj prison in' 
1981, place of 

bis vindicated femeer. • *. - '• 

"No, jn& t he y ' ^hggfed an ag- 

tbeTBgfr Cdbjt ihlondonz^IlJeTe^s four 
of us," Vincent Jfeteyrepfied, palling Nick 
back info foe fold; . . 

Fifteen minutes eadier, James Robinson, 
Michael Hickey and Jus cousin Vincent bad 
stepped into foe sunshinefor foe first time- 
in almost 19 years. And as they faced foe 
bank of supporters, reporters and pho- 
tographers, they were following in a tra- - 
dition. Just Bce the Gufletfbrd Four and the 
BirmingfoasacSg before them, fogy bad gone 
from being . category A prisoners one 
mmutefo.freedfoeh.’foeiiekt, • 

: - r*- t / : • • 


/. It bad afl been so sodden. , bficfaaeS’s ' 
foofoWAnn Whelan had to send someone 
tophy socks for her son. “He turned up 
without any socks. That's how quickit is." 

Besides foe black cabs and double deck- 
erbures, foe world must haye been Almost 
unrecognisable to its three men. AS one 
tirfookerput it: "Tbej^ve almost been in - 

aul nru inmm a n t n , , 


»/^£acb mag spoke of hE first glimpse of 
freedom. Mkbad saw "tight bulbs Sashing”. 
Vmcest .imjcmbered paring foe taxi dri- 
vei— oatof his £46 discharge money. James 
first -noticed ^tbe little passa g ew a y to- 
wards foepob ...aiabledoth on foe table^ 
opening doors for oneself ", - 
• A ^ffead of famous faces who had tak- 
en the mpistice to heart HHt^cd with fam- 
Sy and faends. ActorJtoger Lloyd Ihck said 
hie had come “to see foe judges eat their 
words." One mair “just wanted to see what 
they locked Eke - in their eyes'*. Paul Foot, 
the journalist, whore book . inspired cam- 


OCKeaup 

paigners, chrtdied a sfrin red notebook to' 

‘ record the final chapter of the story. 

'Hie gallery did its best to disrupt foe pro- 
tocol, dapping and shouting. John Mc- 
Gra nagti aa, who was cleared on appeal of 
. two rapes after 11 years behind bars, 
yelled out his own name to James who he 
had known in prison. - 

The judge issued a warning. "This is a 
court of justice trying to do justice." You are 
asked to behave with dignity and restraint” 
“Dignity?" mattered Mr McGranaghan. 
"There’s people who have been inside 18 
years and they’re talking about dignity. How 
canl respect a court like this? What do they 
know about dignity?" ; 

.. Latex. at the press conference, asked, 
whether he was bitter, Michael Hickey 
. replied: “Ws are not at all hitter."His cousin- 
added; “I think a bitter person nfight as well 
fca^et it -forget the rest of thar fife." He . 
g wait ore "Nothing compensates for 18 years 
locked up.” - 


„ could see no reason wfiiy it 
should not be, it would “in- 
; evi tab ly lead to the quashing of 
Mr Money’s conviction”. 

Michael Mansfield QC, for 
. Mr Molloy, who died in prison 


Esda test showed that the fab- 
ricated Vincent Hickey con- 
fesses, tire trigger which led Mr 
MoUoy into making a false 
confession, had almost cer- 
tainly been written by foe West 
Midlands Regional Crime 
Squad’s Detective Constable 
Graham Leeke, now a partner 
in a security company. Mr Hick- 
ey’s signature had been forged 
by the late Detective Constable 
John Perkins. A third officer, 
Detective Sergeant John Rob- 
bins, who has also left foe West 
Midlands force, stood outside 
foe door of foe interview room. 

Merseyside police is cur- 
rently conducting an investiga- 
tion into foe case. But John 
Major said yesterday: “I am sure 
there would be an inquiry into 
foe' original convictions, very 
possibly an inquiry within foe 
police force." 

There was uproar and jubi- 
lation as the three men 
emerged on to foe steps of foe 
RcyaFCoorts of Justice after foe 
two-hour bearing. The three 
men combined celebration with 
a scathing attack on foe system 
that had left them in jail for 
more than 18 years. Later, Mr 
Robinson insisted that the West 
Midlands police had not been 
over-zealous in trying to get a 
conviction for foe murder. 

“It was a concerted conspir- 


Photograph: David Rose 

acy from day one/ You are hy- 
ing to tell me that hig h-ranking 
policemen don't know when 
they have got the wrong man?” 
he said. Michael Hickey, who 
protested his innocence from 


waw IWUUp VJ UOJLLKAIDUU 

in an 89-day protest during the 
winter of 1983, said foe men 
wanted Carl’s parents sitting 
with them when foe full appeal 
hearing takes place in April. 

They may be free, 
but so is the kSkr, page 4 
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QUICKLY 



i^Gonrt dedfiKHjj-re- 
Sertay, hasfudetKhat 
oral sen: is in "unnatural act” 
and therefore a criminal of- 
feoce^ mfiess it leads to inter- 
course, . . . 

Lflcb foe chewing of - gum. 


The court’s fine eye for de- 
taD was sees in the judgment 
.. ■.which concluded that natural 
intercourse had to involve "foe 
/ coitus of foe male andiexnale 


the court’s vow that “unnatur- 
al acts 7 were pennissble as 
long as they were part of fore- 
play. The justices declined to 
spdl out what these unnatural 
ads might be. 

The judgmentalso followed 


individuals involved. Thus even 
if oral sex occurs between two ' 
c o nsenting partners, it is still ^^un- 
htwfiil 

' The case giving rise to this 

landmark judgment involved a 


meant that it had to be referred 
from the appeal court to the 
High Court. 

The ruling that oral sex, 
which is not foreplay, has been 
outlawed, sets a chall enge for 




persuading a 19-year old 
woman to perform oral sex on 

liiiiv. 

The court heard that he had 
told foe woman that she could 
only purge herself of poison 
contracted by having oral sex 


famous T-shirt which says Sin- 
gapore is a Fine Society”. It 
then Lists in graphic form, foe 
various things subjected to fines 
in the island state. . 

Each of the banned items 
is illustrated by a line drawing 



Water short attain 

Water companies claimed yes- 
terday that England will face a 
crisis of poruanent drought be- 
cause or climate change mid rise 
in demand, unless they are al- 
lowed to boost resources and 
build new reservoirs and 
pipelines. Page 7 

Opera house war 

The diy of Sydney is ai war with 
itself over a high-rise hotel and 
apartment development taking 
shape a stone’s throw from the 
Sydney Opera House -and like- 
ly ta obliterate the landmark 
“roof sails” which have caused 
ft to be adopted as the modem 
symbol of Australia. Page 14 
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Scotland hit by new food 
poisoning outbreak 

Medical and environmental health experts investigating the cause of 
Scotland's latest outbreak of E.cdi 0157 were due to meet today to 
try to pinpoint the source of the illness. 

Five people in the Borders area have been confirmed as having the 
bacteria, although only one is in hospital. The woman. Sheena Por- 
teous, from Hawick, who is in her early 60s, is said to be in a “satis- 
factory" condition in Edinburgh Royal Infirmary. Two of the five cases 
appear to be unrelated but the other three, including Mrs Porteous, 
had attended a Bums Supper in the village of Roberton on 7 Febru- 
ary. The two further victims are members of the same family from 
the Kelso area. Borders Health Board said around 100 people who 
attended the gathering had now come forward to be tested for the 
bacteria. A spokesman added that compared to the outbreak in cen- 
tral Scotland, which claimed the lives of IS pensioners and a recent 
outbreak in Arbroath, Tayside. which claimed two lives, the latest sit- 
uation was "relatively minor”. 

Vicar accused of sex assaults 

A vicar charged with indecently assaulting two young boys was 
remanded in police custody yesterday. David McIntosh. 51, of 
Fenwick Lane. Hal ton Lodge, Runcorn. Cheshire, appeared before 
magistrates in Birkenhead, Merseyside. He is accused of indecently 
assaulting the boys in Swindon. Wiltshire, in August 1988 and 
August 1989. There was no app tea lion for bail. 

Crewman killed in ship blaze 

Fire experts are investigating a blaze which killed a crew member 
and injured four others on a ship moored in docks. 

Fifty firefighters tackled the fire at Newport, South Wales on 
board the Innisfree, carrying a cargo of manganese ore. Three crew 
were rescued from below decks and taken to hospital with Lhe 
ship's captain. Firemen wearing breathing apparatus brought out a 
fifth man but he was dead on arrival at hospital. Two of tbe men 
are now in intensive care. A fire service spokesman said it was 
thought that the fire began when a chip pan caught light. 

Bail for man in Billie-Jo murder case 


A 36-year-old man arrested in 
connection with the murder of 
schoolgirl Billie-Jo Jenkins was 
released on police bail yesterday. 
The man, who was arrested at 
his home in Hastings in the ear- 
ly hours of Thursday morning 
and spent the day being ques- 
tioned by detectives, has been 
bailed to return to the town's 
lice station next month. Bfl- 
ie-Jo, 13, (pictured) was blud- 
geoned to death with a metal 
tent spike as she painted the 
patio doors of her family home 
in Hastings, last Saturday. 


IS 




Howarth seeks seat in Whies 

Alan Howarth, the MP for Straford-upon-Avon who crossed the 
floor to join Labour in 1995 is bidding to become MP for Newport 
East. Mr Howarth confirmed: “1 will ask the constituency party if 
they will consider me. It is of course a decision for them. There's 
no question of me beiog imposed on the constituency.” The seat 
was vacated last week by Roy Hughes who had a majority of 9,899 
at the 1992 election. Mr Howarth can expect stiff opposition, and 
the expected contenders are Bryan Davies, a frontbencher whose 
Oldham Central and Royton seat- is set to disappear under ' 

1 ihoundary changes; Mike Smith, secretary of the Fire Brigades 
£ 1 ? Jion in Whies; and Reg Kelly, an official of the Communication 
jokers Union. Tony Heath 

[oy stabbed in school attack 

15-year-old bey was recovering in hospital last night after being 
Scabbed in the arm at his school. 

The boy, who has not been named by police, was attacked at Heath- 
rid County High School in Congleton, Cheshire, at 11am yesterday. 
Police said he was taken to hospital where his condition was described 
as “stable”. Inspector Rick Hollinshead said a 14-year-old boy had 
been arrested and was to be interviewed about the incident. He added 
that it was the first incident of its kind in the county. Matthew Brace 

BT embarrassed over adverts 

British Telecom has been ordered to reconnect the telephone lines 
of prostitutes who advertise their numbers by placing calling cards in 
phone kiosks. 

In an attempt to stop the proliferation of advertisements for sex- 
ual services. BT joined forces with Westminster City Council and oth- 
er telephone providers last August to block incoming calls to 
numbers listed on the cards. But the Office of Fair Trading ruled yes- 
terday that the agreement between the telephone providers breached 
competition laws because it had not been registered in advance. A 
BT spokesman described the ruling as a "blip" and said the compa- 
ny was now re-registering the move with the OFT and would start its 
policy of disconnection again soon. 

Man dies in factory blast 

One person died and another was injured yesterday in an explosion 
at an east Yorkshire factory. The blast m an outbuilding at the Hy- 
gena kitchen factory in Howden left two people buried in the rubble. 
Firefighters used thermal imaging cameras to find both people, be- 
lieved to be factory employees. 

Rapist jailed for 14 years 

A 28-year-old machinist who subjected an 82-year-old widow to a 
"wicked” rape attack at her home in Weston-super-Mare was jailed 
for 14 years yesterday. Philip Smith, of Worle. Avon, stood impas- 
sively as the Recorder of Bristol, Judge Mark Dyer, described him as 
a “danger to the public”, but when sentence was passed he swore at 
the potice officer who led the inquiry and threw a cup of water over 
him. The sounds of scuffling could be heard as he was taken away. 


people 




Graham Guerin and his son Cathal, seven, after he accepted his mother's posthumous award ar 
journalist of the year at the What The Papers Say awards in London yesterday (PhotograpIr.ItA) 





released from Nigerian jail 


B ruce Henderson, the Briton held for seven weeks 
without charge in Nigeria, has been released and 
will soon be reunited with his young family. . 
Mr Henderson, 42, was detained in the Bakassi penin- 
sula, a sensitive border region on the Cameroon bor- 
der, some time between 23 December and 6 January. 

British consular officials were denied access to the 
financial controller, who has more than 10 years' ex- 
perience of working in Africa. 

Hopes rose last week that he would be freed - only 
to be dashed as the Nigerian authorities continued to 
keep Mr Henderson, of Chapel of Garioch, Aberdeen- 
shire, in prison. 

But yesterday the Foreign Office announced he had 
been released arid appeared to be in good health. 

“We are very pleased to report that Bruce Hender- 
son has been released and is now at the High Com- 
mission in Lagos," a- spokesman said. 

“He seems to be in good health although we will be 
undergoing tests. 

The spokesman added that British diplomats would 
continue to press their Nigerian counterparts on why 
Mr Henderson had been denied access to consul of- 
ficials. 

That was an Improvement on the Initial diplomatic 
exchanges on the affair. Nigerian representatives in Lon- 
don had denied all knowledge of Mr Henderson but then 


said that if he was infect in Bakassi he was “eithera 
mercenary, a spy, or without sense". . 

The affair placed considerable strafe on relations with 
the West African state, which was suspended from the 
Commonwealth in 1995 following the execution of ac- 
tivist Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight others. 

From her home in Chapel of Garioch, near Inverurie, 
Aberdeenshire, Mr Henderson's wife, Carol, said: “1 can't 
believe it, it has come from nowhere, after all tbe dis- 
appointment of last week, it’s wonderful. 

"I spoke to him about five minutes ago, he says he 
is well, he is very confused, but is looking forward to 
coming home.” 

“He is totally unaware that he has been on the tele- 
vision and in ail the papers. 

Mrs Henderson described how she had gone to the 
local school to tell her two younger children Craig, 1 0, 
and seven-year-old Lindsay. . . 

“They were delighted - my little girl just said 
'Yessss', but Craig was a tittle more emotional and tears 
came into his eyes," she saidf 1 ' — 

Her husband was with the British High Commission 
in Lagos yesterday where he is currently being 
“debriefed", she said. 

Mrs Henderson is unsure when her husband - who 
was working on a rainforest project In the Korop national 
park in Cameroon - will return. 


Albright spells 
out the benefits of 
new technology 

Take heart, all those writers who 
suffer from treacherous typing fin- 
gers and all those editors who can 
never seem to get rid of “typos". 
There is someone out there who is 
probably worse than you: none 
other than file US Secretary of 
State, or rather, "sefetary to state". 

Ms Albright, who once consid- 
ered a career in journalism, re- 
vealed her dependency on the 
spell-checker when she ventured 
on to the Internet during her two- 
day visit to Moscow. 

After dining with the Russian 
Foreign Minister, Yevgeny Pri- 
makov, she sat down at a comput- 
er terminal for an interactive chat 
which linked her up with some 
3,000 schools in 47 countries in a 
discussion about her trip and US 
foreign policy. 

True, she was surrounded by 
television cameras, and was bom- 
barded by more than 100 ques- 
tions, ranging from her China 
policy to a demand for her views 
on female circumcision. 



But the results make Dan 
Quayle - who once famously 
forced a schoolboy to spell potato 
with an “ 0 “ on the end - look like 
the author of the Oxford English 
Dictionary. Here, if only to cheer 
up those of us who live with the 
headache of the “typo", are a few 
extr a cts: 


■ “I am very optimistic about the 
schohol system because we are 
spending musch more time 
workrgn for our best standards. 
President Clinton has decided that 
making our school stysetme work 
better is the most important agen- 
da items so that aJI of your can be 
readi for the tewenty first cerrtiruy. 
sorry about y tlos." 

■ “I never dreamed that I could be 
sefetary fo state ... we never 
thought that we could be in a pos- 
tiont to make decision for our 
country. 

■ “Our reJaitonship with Russia is 
aone of the most important in the 
world and therefore we like to 
have many meetings where we 
can exchange ideas. I will be com- 
ing to Helsinki with the Presdlent I 
have never been to Helsinki and I 
am looking forward to ft. tonight I 
ate caviar and ststurgeon, with 
Russian blini. A wonderful but rat- 
tenging dinner." 

We can only assume that “rat- 
tenglng" is a comment about the 
huge amount of calories in Russ- 
ian food. Quite understandably, 
given her heavy diplomatic duties, 
Ms Albright does not want to be- 
come a rat person. 

Phil Reeves 


A Special Announcement 

A Week at Springtime in Costa Rica from £295 

7 nights on the beautiful Pacific Coast at Tamarindo at a fraction of the normal tariff 


f or just three departures we are ottering a wonderful 
opportunity at a very moderate tariff to visit one of the 
most unspoilt countries in the world - home toa variety 
of flora and fauna, and whose physical beauty that has lew 
parallels anywhere. This arrangement allows a restful 
stay on the magnificent Pacific coast with the option of 
visits to some of the most important national parks. 

The programme commences witha flight from Lon- 
don Gatwick to San Jose, before transferring to the 
Pacific coast. For our 7-night Slav we have arranged 
accommodation at the-i-ster Hotel Tamarindo Diriaon 
Tamarindo Beach on the Nicoya Peninsula, which is 
ideal for a relaxing stay and as a base from which to 
explore the national parks and Arenal volcano, 

Since the demand lor the few remaining places is 
anticipated to be high, it is essential that telephone 
reservations are made to avoid disappointment. 

THE TAMARINDO HOTEL 
Located alongside Tamarindo Beach, one of the nicest 
beaches on the Nicoya Peninsula, the hotel has been built 
on three floors, eadiofits 60 air-conditioned rooms with 
full facilities and most looking onto the tree tops. The 
shady tropical gardens are beautifully landscaped and 



DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

ThurxIayilW ■ per prison ina twin 

March S£S5 - March 13X315- March 20X335 
Singlesupp1.Xl5n.tif)- Sea view suppl. £35.00 

lochidesrairlraivUranUrri. TniBhli' nna ronmnnlv lutus. senneiiof 
aW-CjI guide uidastluanttQlour uxal office. Nol Included: insurance, 
meals. siRhtseftng. mvneas cirpvii Lucs. Afl prices are subject to 
dun#. UurcuntniCondilinnsoi BookinflU copvnlivtuchisavaiUNc 
on request i shall appli'inall tiuervalinra. 

SAN JOSE OPTION 

Diride your stay with 3 nights in San Jose (at the Torre or 
Coribici Hotel) forexpforation of theCentral Valley and Lhe 
Caribbean cnasLand4 nighlsattheTamarindo.Supplement 
£35 per person. 

0171-6161000 


appointed with pre-Colombian stat- 
ues while the thatched alfresco res- 
taurant and bar offer good food in 
delightful surroundings overlook- 
ing the swimming pool. 


VOYAGE5JUUE S VEPME 
2 1 Dorse! Square, London MW I 6QG 

Trawl Promr<bire.LtUABTAVlfti| ATOl.fltlB bUpaywne.eJv xa.uk 
■"Hif ntn<«sar( npen ini Iclcphniw rtreivallnntwvtirilay* fern loTpm 
jndar wwliondsfijmloSpm. Forptrtorulcallert.ruj* office hour' 

jirfljmloSpnwedktLqinnh. 


TRANSPORT 


Watchdog attacks rail firms 
for misleading public 

The railway passenger watchdog has attacked train companies over 
“blatant fiddling on punctuality” , . 

In a mile to rail professionals, David Bertram, tbe chairman oi 

the Central Users' Consultative Committee, said that 
companies were inserting an extra 10 minutes before the final stop 
in a train's journey in order to avoid compensating customers for 
late arrivals. 

He told the conference on “The New Railway’: “lb measure the 
p unctuali ty of a train from Edinburgh by its arrival time in 
Penzance, when it may have been late en route and missed lots of 
connections, is wrong.” 'A spokesman for the committee also 
pointed out that it was difficult to see why the journey from 
Peterborough to the capital took up to 10 minutes longer than 
services running in the other direction. 

Payments to travellers are made by train companies under the 
Passenger Charter, which was introduced in 1992. 

Companies denied they were deliberately misleading passengers. 
A spokesman for the Association of Train Operating Companies, 
which represents all 25 passenger services, said: “It is necessary to 
have some sort of contingency plans for rail journeys especially into 
. Loudon which is frequently congested." Randeop Ramesh 


FOOD 


Faster route to healthy diet 

An American company is awwiwg to ca sh in on the growth in 
healthier eating and the beef scare when it launches 100 fast-food 
outlets in Britain. 

Calvin's Barbecue dams to be the more authentic taste of the 
United States and is investing around £25m in the restaurants 
which will serve chicken, fish and pork as opposed to the more 
standard fare of beet The first one will open opposite a 
McDonald’s site in Birmingham next month to be followed by 18 
more hi the West Midlands. 

The company, which is backed by a group of New York 
restaurateurs, believes there is a lack of competition in the 
Midlands and plans to open the remaining 80 outlets in the area 
over the next three years. It expects to create about 500 jobs. 

Calvin Johnson, manag in g director; said: “There is a market 
niche for something in the same price range as McDonald’s, 
providing fresh food which you can watch -coming off a barbecue 
grilL” 


CRIME 

Youngsters get taste of prison life 

A town's would-be criminals are being persuaded to go straight by 
being confronted by the grim facts of prison life, it was disclosed 
yesterday. 

Cleveland Police said there had been a 50 per cent drop in re- 
offending rates in Stockton after the launch of a scheme to tell 
young offenders what it was really like in jail. 

Special sessions are organised in which a prison officer tells the 
youngsters, who have all clocked up their second caution, all about 
slopping out and bullying They also learn about restraints and 
equipment that can be used on inmates. 

Parents or guardians accompanying them have been equally 
shocked by the “warts and all” presentations. One boy's rather said: 
"There’s no excuse for him getting into trouble again now he 
knows what to expect if he does.” 

Inspector Ian Birch, who helps run the scheme, said: “One 
unforeseen bonus was that other members of the family, including 
brothers, sisters and friends of the person to be cautioned also 
attend on a voluntary basis. 

“Consequently peer pressure to commit crimes may be 7 reduced 
as more people than anticipated now know the consequences of 
committing crime". 


Elizabeth Taylor takes a 
rest after tumour surgery 

Doctors expect Elizabeth Taylor to fully recover after 
an operation that removed a 2 -inch tumour from her 
brain. 

Miss Taylor was said to be resting comfortably at a 
Los Angeles hospital and could be released by next 
Thursday, her 65th birthday. 

Dr Martin Cooper said the surgery at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center appeared to be successful and with- 
out complications. 

The technical aspects of the surgery went very 
well," said Cooper, the clinical chief of neurosurgery 
at the hospital of the rich and famous where Frank 
Sinatra and Michael Jackson were patients recently. 
The tumor is totally removed.... We expect full recov- 
ery." 

The violet-eyed, Oscar-winning actress 
{“Butterfield 8" In 1960 and “Who's Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf?" in 1966) underwent four hours of surgery to 
remove the tumour. She was moving her arms and 
legs after Thursday's operation, and was expected to 
be in Intensive care for about 24 hours. 

The tumor, which wilt be examined further, was In 
the brain lining near the left parietal lobe, just behind 
and above the left ear. The region governs the recog- 
nition of sensations such as pain, heat and cold, arid 
plays a role In speech functions. 

Miss Taylor has had several serious hospitalisa- 
tions over the years, and at least 20 major operations. 
She nearly died from a bout with pneumonia in 1990. 

AP - Los Angeles 


HOUSING 

Extra £7.9m for homeless 

A scheme designed to help homeless people find permanent 
accommodation received a welcome boost yesterday after the 
Government made an extra £7.9m available. 

The housing minister, Janies Clappison, said the extra finances 
should encourage homelessness organisations to come forward, 
and apply for grants to assist with the running costs of their 
projects. 

He said: “For 1997/98 the Government has made available 
£7.9m which will help single people in housing need. 

“In addition to continuing to fund all eligible existing projects, 
this means we shall be inviting bids from voluntary organisations 
to set up new schemes.” 

“The grant programme has been particularly successful in 
helping homeless people find and keep accommodation and 
continues to represent good value for money.” 

The types of projects that have previously benefited from these 
grants include tbe national Homelessness Advice Service and the 
National Association of Citizens Advice Bureaux. 

Applications for aid should be made to Homelessness and 
Housing Management Policy Division, Zone 2/A 2, Eland House, 
Bressenden Place, London, SWlE 5DU. David Garfinkel 

TOURISM 

Americans given rough guide 

Writers from all over the world gathered in London yesterday to mark 
the International Day of tbe Iburist Guide. 

Travel experts took a tour through London to help them compile 
tomes for future influxes of tourists to Britain. 

However, there is a problem lurking on the Internet for the 
purveyors of such respected publications. Tbe Guide for 
Americans Visiting Britain originated at Cornell University but has 
attracted the attention of tourists from all parts of the globe. It 
apparently purports to be a serious entrant into the market but it 
may prove disastrous if its users take too much of its advice. 

Particular fim is to be had with the beef crisis. The guide offers 
these words on Lhe difficulties of ordering in a restaurant: “The 
best cuts of meat, like the best bottles of gin, bear her majesty's 
seal, called the British Stamp of Excellence. Tell the waiter you 
want BSE beef and don’t settle for anything less.” 

it also says that black cabs are sponsored tty the state and cost 
only £2 no matter how far you travel. Buses are even cheaper with 
threepence being good for any journey to your stated destination. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41 - 2 % of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 

in the first half of 1996 
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.- Public health officials have be- 
gun an inquiry into why more 
_ people died of pneumonia last 
month than in any previous 
month on record. - 
Figures obtained by a Labour 
MP from the Office of Nation- 
al Statistics show that January’s 
pneumonia death toQ of 10,940 
was the worst since 1965, when 
figures were first collected. 

The number of pneumonia 
deaths - between 4,000 and 
5,000 more than in a typical Jan- 
uary - were blamed on the 
parlous state of hospitals in Eng- 
land and Wales and their in- 
ability to cope with the effects 
of a cold snap. 

The death toll was made 
worse by a particularly virulent 
influenza epidemic leading to 
complications which caused 
many deaths through pneumo- 
nia. Deaths caused directly by 
influenza also soared, to 255 
compared to 105 last year and 
29 in 1994. 

Rhodri Morgan, the MP for 
Cardiff West who obtained the 
figures, said the ^shocking" 
number of deaths showed that 
the government's programme to 
give flu vaccinations to vulner- 
able people had been a failure. 

Mr Morgan, Labour’s health 
spokesman for Wales, said: 
“Why are we totally incapable 
of coping with a cold spell 
which in somewhere like Swe- 
den would be regarded as a 
warm spell? In Britain it leads 
to 5,000 more people dying 
from pneumonia.” 

Mr Morgan had been worried 
by reports from his local Cardiff 
cemetery that burials and cre- 
mations were at record levels, 
having increased by more than 1 
25 per cent- on the same peri- 
od last yehr. . ■ • 

The death toll meant that 


families across the country were 
having to wait more than a week 
for funerals. The backlog a' 
caused chaos in chapels erf rest. 

And, in some parts of the coun- 
try, mortuaries were having to 
stack bodies two deep. 

Dominic Maguire, spokes- 
man for the National Associa- 
tion of Funeral Directors, said - 
the huge increase in workload 
had been a regional problem. 
Areas most badly hit were Kent, 
Surrey, Greater London. York- 
shire and Merseyside. By con- 
trast, Scotland had less deaths 
than last year. “In a lot of ar- 
eas in England funeral dir- 
ectors’ workloads increased by 
50 per cent. The oqneteries and 
crematoria have not been able 
to offer the same service as 
normal,” he said. . . 

The charity Age . Concern 
said each degree centigrade 
fall in temperature led to a fur- 
ther 8,000 deaths in Britain. 

It called for cold-weather 
payments to be issued to ekieriy 
people throughout the winter, 
not just when there was a cold 
snap. “We need a short-term 
solution so that next year few- 
er pensioners will die,’' said a 



m. 

Dr John Watson, consultant 
epidemiologist at the Public 
Health Laboratory Service, said 
thm the PHLS had begun an in- 
quiry into the impact of the Jan- 
uary flu virus. Dr Waison said 
the death tofl had resulted from 
the combined effects of the 
flu, a second respiratory vhus 
and the bout of exceptionally 
cold weather. 

“Whatever way yon look at it, 
there appears to have been 
rather more deaths from pneu- 
monia than in previous winters,” 
he said. “Our view, at present, 
is that h was flie result of a com- 
bination of things that hap- 
pened to come together.” 


Mtot work: A photo, by John McConnlco, of Cassandra Gomez being rescued In September from the flooded Guaymil River, Puerto Rico, which won the 14th World Press 
Photo Children's Jury award yesterday in Amsterdam. Jury members, 11 or 12 years old, are all winners of a contest about press photography in their own country 

Drug ring exposed at top Catholic school 


A top Catholic college has dis- 
ciplined 20 pupils after expos- 
a drugs ring inside the 
ooL TWo pupils at thef4,000- 
a-year St Bede’s school in Man- 
chester have been expelled and 
1 8 others - some as young as 14 
- suspended after they were 
caught dealing with cannabis, 
the headmaster said. 

The two ringleaders, upper 
fiftb-fonners.taldng their GC- 
SEs, were permanently exclud- 


ed by bead, John Byrne, last 
week after a second former' 
told teachers older boys had 
• offered him the illegal drug 
Now the school’s 1,020 pupils 
will receive counselling from 
drug agency Lifeline in an 
attempt to “break the drug cul- 
ture” infecting young lives in the 
area, said Mr Byrn e. In a letter 
to all parents he said pupils had 
been caught buying or smoking 

cannabis alter others brought n 


into school He urged parents 
to “keep their wits about them’' 
and police their children's be- 
haviour and social habits in an 
effort to stamp out the culture. 

“You are only too aware that 
many of the pubs and dubs are 
the refuges of the drugs push- 
ers. But equally worrying is the 
prevalence of drugs at parties 
where peerpressure andfear of 
ostracism may induce the naive 
teenager to experiment The 


governors and staff are at one. 
in deploring the drugs culture 
which bedevils Greater Man- 
chester. We treat with con- 
tempt the notion of the 
so-called soft drug.” 

TWo members of staff were 
immediately removed from 
teaching duties to deal with the 
problem as soon as it came to 
light, Mr Byrne said. 

“Then, after a series of meet- 
ings with senior staff; three 


members of the governing body 
and some of the parents in- 
volved, I took the following de- 
cisions. TWo upper-fifth pupils 
have been excluded and will not 
be returning to the college. 

“Two upper-fifth and two 
lower-fifth pupils have been 
suspended from college for be- 
tween three and four weeks and 
14 pupils from the upper and 
lower-fifth have been sent home 
until the end of the month." 


All pupils would be lectured 
on the consequences of drug- 
taking when they return from 
their naif-term break on Mon- 
day and the 18suspended pupils 
would be expected to attend a 
drug education programme 
after their return to school. 

Five years ago, Mr Byrne 
expelled two 16-year-olds and 
suspended several fourth and 
fifth-formers after they were 
caught smoking cannabis. 
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Firsr rime buyer? Moving home? Switching from another lender? 

Then get ready to enjoy a huge cashback. 

Because, wirh this mortgage, we'll return 6% of your inirial loan to you. 

All vou have to do is take out our Supercover Special buildings and 

contents insurance* 

Then simply decide how to spend your cashback when the cheque arrives 
fourteen days or so after completion. 

Sounds hard to beat? It is. 

And so are the range of fixed rate and discounted mortgages we also have available. 

For full details telephone our Mortgage Hotline free any rime between 9am and 5pm Monday 

to Friday, or from 1 0am to 3pm weekends. HIE 

NORTHERN ROCK 
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0800 591 500 
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Nnnhsm Rock Building Joticry. Principal Office Morchcrii Rock Home. Gosforrh. Ncwcawlc upon Tyne NE 3 4PL. 
BranchcMhrouphnui the UK. Please consult Yellow PaRw. 
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YOUR HOME is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on a 
mortgage or other loan secured on it. 
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; FREE software packs 

\ Worth £14.99 

for every reader of 
The Independent 



Help your child enjoy learning 

Part of the award winning 10 out of 10 Series for 
children, including Essential Maths and Essential 


Science, . . . Essential l.T. Is designed specifically to help your 
children get to grips with the complex world of computers. 

For more information why not visit our Web site? 

http:/ /www. 10outof10.com 


As a reader of The Independent you are 
entitled to a fully working, boxed copy of 
Essential l.T worth El 4.99, FREE OF CHARGE. 
In fact all you have to do to guarantee your 
copy is cover the cost of postage and packing. 


free copy of Essentia} II (up. £143$. 1 understand that in order to 
I rac^vomy cop* Urns’ to i cover ffie £135 cestof postage anlpaddog. 

£!tene M_i — : — * TW: 

1 


> Ekfrerflwai&pBi^oiataM 
rfeaturi>*36 spedflcrinAvioes for atduMng Ut enflnotets. As 
, cfiHr^pInr Riatowos their jwhrws is utnniaiicafly racontod, 
T«qejrfnd«o hputflnflipawils dr tBadws,irtiGbii»ans]fi»caa 
; mW yooreMckwi learn, Jotobrtiw fun or leave Ona an! cteck 
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mmSOFTWARE! 


FRffiOF CHARGE 
&ym1mn iBdo f* p8y£1S5 packing A postage 
\‘4V.V; i hMffis yams 



Your child will learn about 

Software numbers 
Computer systems 


Commands Spf,3 " ee ' s Jtr BM 

... and much much more 


Hardware 


To ssrure ytur FREE copy oi Essential l.T, simply fill in the forn bsic.v and postfix i; to: Essential l.T. Oft?; • Trcydate Mills. Troy-dale Lane. Ls=ds 1323 • Fax 0113 2324529 


.Code: 
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Please tick to select 
version required: 

■ PC CD ROM 

■ PC 37.'" disk 
I AMIGA 37: "disk 

■ ACORN 3 /." disk 
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Only F-j I M bring vou all this 


LAUNDRY 

SAVE X £150 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 



SERVTS 1000 Spin AuiowHter 

d Ouw. Wish. 

□ Half load option. Bi/i JTVjr* 

Model RW01W. ISlIlllIrVdQafl 

Was CSS 39 

BUY HOW MV 6 MONTHS LATER 


PHILCO I k i tiSa a B 130Q Spin *£utronk? 

Autowasher Wi l f li" 

d V ariable temperature. R.WMrB 
d 14 wash programmes. llrrJvfl .J QQ 
Model WM12915E. nllilllfcOS99 

Was 399 99. In-Stcre — 

Price £29959. BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS LATER 


HOTPOINT 1000 Spin ‘First EdtiOti’ 

AutQWtthcf ■WHB - !*LC rnirt: 

B 0u«k rrash. ■PfV 

B *Mp Heat 1 econo m> e.ssh BIA I ■ f) QQ nn 
Model WM19P. USAIM Iftt/tlM 

Was £342.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 


HOOVER TOM Spfn “Soft Wave* 

Autowasher MBfcM *altpb ke 

■ Ecological wash system. BlTl ■ j« 

□ Creaseguard action. RiillcilHu 

Model 4C272. fvlJi*** l^»| 

W3S £399.99 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 


ZANUS5I 1000 Spin Autowastwr 
° Mart |0 *J HtgMvPUtXBm 

r£b«°r'- Hw £35938 

Was £499.99. In-store Prka £375 95 

BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS LATER 


HOTPOINT 1000 Spin 'Aquarius 
Do Luxe’ Autowasher MH SALE Pdw" 

■ Aquarius wash svstem.^yf^M 

■ Super rinse. HFi IH/3W 

Model WM2S. imjwi 

Was £U»3T 

Was £399.99. BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS LATER 


ZANUSSl 1000 Spin Auwwwher 

■ variable wash time. 

■ Also available in prict 

Model°PLl085. EDU £39399 

was £49959. 

BUY NOW MY 10 MONTHS LATER 


RECOMMENDED EY C-OOD HOUSEXEEPING 


ZANUSSl 1200 BlYljjjl VQUCHBi PWQ 

Spfai'MSysteB-AinmiadwrlfiKl^a AAA 
«**( fji ss. 'HrJM&rr W^.K Wj l ■ fUAM qq 
£56539 kHW Pm f:S939 WM * J 
HIB8Y! IHWTH) STOCK, BUY NON MY 10 MOTHS U0B 


AEG 1000 Spin ’Digitroolc' Autowasher 

■ Self adjusting water ^ 

level. ■SQBsau raiCE , 

■ Ouiet operation. bl.T.I SNA 

■ 19 programmes. £4/399 

Model 6200. Was £579.99. J 

BUY NOW MY IB MONTHS LATER 


DISHWASHERS 

SAVE 


BOSCH WW Mn fllitm— i fa ■ 

■ Delay start timer. 

■ IS programmes. KkTVl TMOMNn 

Model WFF2Q00. RnII AAA 

BUY NOW MY 12 MONTHS LATBl 


Model AJJSE 1000ESL KOI KWaanoa 

BUY MOW PAY HrVI fjqjqq 

G MONTHS LATER 1 



! 1 SS^aiM 8 BPBfea 

■ Crease guard action. BwW 
Mod* AST*. KWll 3QQ 

Britain's biggest idling UPl'IUjM 
Washer Dryer. War £543,59 
BUY NOW MY ia — . -rpn 


WHITE KNIGHTTuium^Zr 

■ Cooldown cycle. lu m°w Pryw 

■ 2 heat settings. ^ESHWna r«a 

■ Compact size. ■RfiN An 

Model 311. Kill fMMgq 

In-store Price £13939. — 


FINAL REDUCTION 


WHITE KNIGHT iifcn-nwe 

■ Reverse tumble action. 

■ 2 heat settings. — 

Modd432AflM Wk £l99S9.HC]l« rlTQoo 

In-store Price £14939. wfl'M I I fcjjj 


ZANUSSl 

T1B3 Condenser Dryer ^ 

■ Reverse tumble action. ^B^HsailpiiKi - 

■ 2 heat settings. OP LI .1 AAA 

Model TC470. nfillfyXHoq 

UfM fAAQ oq 

BUY MOW PAY G BiOWTHS LATEH 





MATSU I OBB 2tr wetext tv 

« 49em vtfWe screen size 
■ Teletext tor esy Keen ■pttM 
to InfomaUor services. Rl||r1BQflc 

Mod«< 2oviT. Brl 1 !! IP*Q 

Wte £21939. 







SONY 14” faster* TV with Remote Control 
■ 34cm Me screw sbe. MBWB^S^wci 
i Fasrtn for easy access 

to Teletext services- BRilrlMMu 
Model T«TLWas £249.99. ■Ml ■£ 1 JJ-33 

In-store Price £209.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 


GRUNDIG 2T Fastest TV wW> 
Remote Control Hf ■ 

e 51cm visible screen HQH 

■ Fastest far easy access Ht'lffcJiW 
to Teletext sendees. 

Model T5573I. Was £249.99. 


TOSHIBA 21" Faste st TV edtti Raaota Contioi 

:&ssss M<IM |Hii tbjj" 

$£££ R 3 if 269 i 9 | 

(restore Price £279.99. 


TELEVISIONS 

SAVE to £100 


THOMSON 2 1- MCAM itereoTV 
wWiFesaua ■HMJvouomi 

5 1 cm visible racers km ■CTTm AA< 
Model S5MK48 Killyj; 

Itvcoto Pncc £369 99. 

1* MONTHS HTEMSY 
FREE OPTION 


SANYO "«wLim4 25” MCAfd Sienw rv 

with fastext MRMr;, r+iTt "" 

B 5don sueon u.tKH jT'iT 
■ Fastrtt fo» CZiY «*T»S ■ill >«QQ QQ 
to TckKrt pages- Iri'lUi* 1 *'” 

Model 5957- ” Z*TTZ, 

Was £449.99. BUY NOW MY ■ MOWTHS LMM 


PANASONIC 25- MCAM Stereo TV 

with Fastest MnSvoucMniwri 

59cm visible screen site. VrV AAA 
Model 2SMDI. Kl IfMHoq 

Irvstorc Pr*C £49939 ■^■t*Tt 

HUY NOW PAY 
6 MONTHS LASER 


HOME ENTERTAINMENT BES T 6UV 96 1 

'- tCTTI 

ELitiuj 




ON A RANGE OF LAUNDRY AND REFRIGERATION APPLIANCES 


MATSU! non 

.14* Combined M*iM 

tv end Video BpHdV 

34cm visible soven size. ^K||B 
Model TVR161. Ui!| 

trHrtnre Price 139939. 

BUY MOW MY S MONTIS LATER 


£289.93 


BUY NOW PAY 
18 MONTHS LATER 

ON A RANGE OF 
KITCHEN APPLIANCES 


18 MONTHS 
INTEREST FREE 
OPTION _ 

ON A RANGE OF TOP BRAND PRODUCTS 


CANDY FuU Size ’Ecosystem' Kshwmher 

■ 4 programmes. . 

« Delicate erde. f TO St W l vouogi naa 1 

BUY NOW MY 6 MONTHS LATER 


CANDY 

Full Size Dishwasher mw 1 

■ Sohiine styling. SaunocE 

■ 7 programmes. KflTll -jQQ__ 

Model CDW470. IH'l*l tA3399 

Was 099 99. mmmmm— — 

BUY NOW MY 6 MONTHS LATER 


SONY ► 

2T N(CAM Stereo TV wftfi 

Fastext 

■ G8cm visible screen size. 

■ K} picture facility automatically 
adjusts the colour and contrast. 

■ Fastext for easy access to all 
Teletext services. 

Model KV29F1. 

Was £699.99. 


Long Play Video with 
VkteoPlus and PDC 


■ VideoMus and PDC for easy 
and reliable programming 

■ Long play increases 



PJNCURRY5 PRICE 

Jli]f 599.99 




SAVE 









HOTPOINT FuU she 'Aquafko* Kshwnsher 

■ Adjustable upper basket 

■ 8 programmes nurrl 

Model DF23P. R llTllnin™ 1 

Price Excluding II I 1 ! 1 ! r 4 AQoQ 

Trade-in £449.99. Bffiga r «^ ■**•<■> 

BUY NOW MY 


BOSCH hAShe 

■Ecokjgkaf" Dtshwinher BUM 
a Electronic delay timer. R'lll r<J|Qn« 
n 4 programmes. W'I'b UJ JLlW 

Model SMS447Z. ““ 

Was £439 99. BUY NOW MY 12 MOUTHS LATBl 


BOSCH FuB size 'Ecologlar 
Dishwasher BmM uicmn 

■ very quiet operation. B¥| i 

■ 6 programmes. Ilrill t l*lM00 

Model 5MS6012. IllXi XJJtjjy 

Was £519.99. 

BUY NOW MY 12 MONTHS LATER 


AEG FuU Size 'Oko Favorfr DUmmdMr 

■ S prograrnmes. 

■ Low noise design. ^^IsAlfntia 

sss EJ. 439 . 9 s 

BUY NOW MY ■* A 

18 MONTHS LATBl 


BOSCH Full Size "ErxilogiaT Dishwasher 

■ 6 programmes | 

■ 3 wash ten^cratures. RHM iimi iiiii 

Model SMS6032. ■ l.f.l IfA 

Was £569.99. H 1 1 1 1 1 {flhHu 

BUY NOW MY IlllAI 

12 MONTHS LATBl 
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PACKARD BELL ► 

Pentium* P120MHz 
Internet Ready PC 

■ 8Mb EDO/1 JGb hard drive. 

■ 6-speed CD-ROM drive. 

■ Easy access buttons. 

Model EXECUTIVE 90Q3D. 
Was-6+999. Wasif«9. 
Was4+999. WasiF3d9. 

Was £1249. 



lowest 
ever 

PRICE 


Ultra Compact CD 

Micro HJ-fi 

■ 2 piece component 
system. 

■ Full logic auto- 
reverse cassette 
deck. 

■ 14 watts (RMSl per 
channel. 

■ Active hypertiass. 

■ Remote control. 

Model UXA4. 

Was £299.99 


SALE PRICE 

t 1149 


£450 




REFRIGERATION 
SAVE TOTA L OF £140 


COOKERS 

SAVE 

? 0 P £300 



m 


^MICROWAVES 

© SAVE 

“ to £70 



FRIGIDAIRE s 

Bectric CookarL 

■ Single oven ■ 

with glass door. B 

■ Solid plate hob. SC; 

Model CPi45a ■ 

Wa$£48K99. Was £179.99. 


§£16999 


FRIGIDAIRE 

5.4 cu.h. Fridge 

■ Push bufron defrost. KWSS 
o CFC free ■fT 

Model A1526H. nni 

Was £199.99. 


BEKO 

4.1 cu.h. mop 

Upright freezer 

■ fart freeze section. BTFWjl 

■ indicator light UjUU 

Model K»£*2 


LEC 

4.0 cu.ft Larder Fridge Vj7 

D Aurcnuilc defrost. ■3i1(J 
a Rescretile 4?cr. PWhtexj 
Made' LtiJ. Mrai a i 

Price Euludmg Trade-in £209 99 


CANDY 

8.0 cu.h. Fridge Freezer MHI 
4 3 cu fr fridge VP 

Model CDP2300. ■9PI1 

ln-nore Price £219 99 R£^J 


MATSUI 

(L6 cu.ft. Compact 1 

Microwave | 

■ 800 wats power output. I 
a 60 minute timer j 

Model M161M. 
in-store Price £74.99. 


SHARP 

O^CULfL ] 

Compact Microwave j 
700 wans power I 

output. S 

Model R2V1B. 


£6933 


cusjtrsnoa 

£9493 




■ • A 

— ■*[ :M 

SAVE ^ £550 blM PCs 


_TTT 

£400 








L 149.99 


finiMva pbu 

£19933 


ELECTROLUX 7.9 OLft. Fridge F ree z er 

■ 3.6 eu-fL fridge. BUM ”! 

e Adjustable thermostat. BSafgl 
Model 2346B. Kf/(||c A>jqO 

Was £399.99. ItLl'l Ifcilrfn 

In-store Price £27939. 

BUY NOW MY 6 MONTHS LATER 


AEG 12.3 cu.ft. Fridge Freezer 

■ 2 com oresson. ^ 

■ External thermocut. ■wV 

mss. Ihi|{ 599 m 

BUY NOW MY 

18 MONTHS LATER 


HOTPOINT 11B cu-ft. Mistnd Plus Frost 
Free Fridge Freezer 1 

Deep door fridge. *AIJ FRKI 

5 ?^*- nEfflrttQoa 

Was £729.99. llPl*J lJ33m 

BUY NOW MY 

12 MONTHS LAJBt 


| STOVES IMMUIffli SOro Store Gas Cooks 

| Modd S02GS. Wb £54999. 

1 Irvstxue Price £449.99. 



£ 1 1 U La i 



VACUUMS 

SAVE 

irSESO 


ADVENT P12D MuWmeifli PC with Moder 

■ 8Mb RAM/1 Gb 

hard drive. — 1 1 • 

■ tspeed CD-ROM drive-^^HB 

Model 8125. MlTll OQfl 

Was LU9T. Was OCW: £079 

was £S99rWas £»49. 


APPLE tinmzMuithMdbK 

■ 8Mb RAM/TGb hard drive. 

■ Quad speed OROM drive. 

Model 6320. 

Was 0299. 

Was £1199. 

9 MONTHS B S1EML5 T 


HOTPOINT «oeStat4ta«cuic Cooker 

Double own. ■W’m. 

Model EW7JP 

was £84M9. Hj | III (77Q (US 

Was £799 l 99. IllI!J If f Jj3 

BUY NOW MIT 12 MOWTHS LATER 


HOOVER 

Pure Power Upright 


■ 1200 watt motor. 

■ 7 stage filtratjon. 
Model U3120. 

Was £20939. 


DYSON Dual Cydone Upright 
Ponerfii 1300 watt motor. 

Model DCD1. 

Was £19939. 


£12933 




£18933 


BUY NOW PAY B MONTHS lATBt 


£10 

■ 5 .. w - 


PACKARD BELL 

IQQMKz Pentfum* Processor Muhfraedia PC 

■ 8HbRAMm5BUbh«d*iv^ 

■ 2E-8kt?p5 iT>od0 TL calfpmtc 

Model 9QSD. pj J.l 0aA 

WatjiMX WasJJJSf. |3bV|I rXMM 
WasjEJ*w. Was £999. 111 1 41 

9 MONTHS NRBIE5T FREE OPTION' 

CTO00 SOFTWARE Ask for details 


APRICOT 

internet Reedy PUOMttz Multimedia PC 
with Modem 
Model MS540 PI 20 8Mb. 

Was £»WrW« £i»99; 

WSb£« 99. Was £1099. 


FRH OPTION* 


COMPAQ Imemet Ready 120MHz 

Penthim* Processor 

Mu«mes9» PC 

■ 16Mb RAM. |L JiTaf 41AA 

■ 1.6Gb hvd drive. Rllll|f1199 

■ 6-speed CD-ROM. KrA *l 1 ' * 

Model 41 10. Was £J49X Was £3449: Was £1299. 
9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


HOWE ENTERTAINMENT 'BEST BtJY W 


jo ei 


TOSHIBA iifokrt 

■an idling 2T Dotiy Pro- 
Loqk Surround Sound TV 
68cm tmible ween sih 
M odel 2857 WH £89939. n-stcrv Prhe £844 9- 
BUY NOW MV 6 MONTHS LAICT 


PHILIPS 33" W rtesqeen TV with PolbY 

Pro-logic Sixround KTRScumrs ina 

Sound and 100H2 iSm fl l A QQQ 

69cm Msibto «»C*n see hWrifct:«4 t J HHt ; 

Model 32W963. JM2SMM-Z±!L~*J 

’Model 141352. Ask for detain 

BUY NOW MY 12 MONTHS LATER 


TV/VIDEO PACKAGES 

SAVE 

r'o^ABlOO 


SHARP 21” TV/ Wdao Package 

21' Fastext IV ■nHW^WI 

Sian visible sown size. Ann 

PLUS Long Ptoy Video fll|l|lc SHH QQ 
veWi VMeoPlus. 

Model 5 1 AT '5/24 

Was £499.99 6 MONTHS MTEREST FREE OPTION* 


SONY 21* fastext TV with Remote Control 
Sicm visible screen size. ■RnH’vouoiDt ««z 
PLUS Autotxute Video VTB BAA 
with VtoeoPte Unil ftlMM 

Model 2171*210. BUJL 
ln. store Price £559. 

6 MONTHS MTEREST FREE OPTION^ 




TOP BRAND VIDEOS 
j SAVE 

UP TO A r-Qn 

TOTAL OF X/OO 




£139» 


£15999 


MATSUI am 

long Ptay Video with 

Remote Control 
Long play inacascs 
recording tvm of tapes 
Model VXAiioa 
Was £149.99. 


MATSUI B&2 

Long Flay Video with 
VtdeoPbs ond PDC 
Auto set up 
Model VP9405 
(restore Price £16939 


MATSUI BBBW 4-MoadWCAM 
Stereo video with wdetflus. PDC and 

Auto Set-up ^ 

Model VP9601. SAUHna 

Was £JUH». Wits £24939 ■TTiV AAA 
6 MONTHS MTBtEST mili* M £££.HS9 
FREE OTTTOff* ~ ~ T — 1 


JVC 4-Heed WCAM Stereo Video 

with WeoPto and PPC 

instant review feature SAuma 

Modd HRA630. ■Tl AAA 

W»£34R99. IfAllWiH 

S MONTHS MTSEST l l ia u, "‘* Ulf l 
FREE OPTION* 


SONY 4-Ho*d Super- W Logic WCAM Stereo 
Video wRhvMeoPlin 
and PDC 
Super-TriLogit lor 
Improved picture quaGty 
Model 5UfE7ia Was £449 99. In-store Pncc £399.99 
12 MONTHS MTEREST FREE OPTION* 


TOSHIBA 

♦Head MCAM Stereo Video with EdSt FecKtfes 
Model V8 56. 

Was £499.99. 

In-store Price £449.99. 



CD HI-FI 

SAVE 

tot™of£120 


£30 EE 


£ 7 o mh 


MATSUI B 

Ultra-OampactCD 
Micro HM 

■ Programmable CD 

■ Digtal tuner. 
Model MCH-650. 
Was £11939. 


SONY CD MM HrA 
■ MuMMagr- plays up 


■ 45 watts (RMS) per 
channel. 

Model MHC771- Was £34939. Was £299.99. 
BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 


AIWA Dottiy Pro-Logic CD Mini HI-FI 

■ Muftip lay -plays up to 3 CDs. 

■ RDS digital tuner. 

Model NSX-AVH8. 

Was £599.99. 

Irvst ore Pri ce £499.99. 

T> MONTI 15 MBBTRIB OPTION 


SONY 

CD HT-fi with Ibmtsble 
■ MuHJpiay- plays tip 


■ 100 watts <RM5) 
percharmeL 
Model N455. 


■ SAVE ESSE 

III 20 fill 


Currys ISB 

JCHFR tPFrimt J' . - . a'J 




Find ,-i p'-ic* t,pr the t-nvi praduct 

nnd offr-r. t ampliitu. now. hr.x.td <ind in 

slot's in n 'S'tni r.l-.pp v.-itrhin 7 dnys n!' 

WE LL NEVER BE BEATEN 


mmm . 




a-'jT 

— 'r 1 - m JT l l - | 




mBBm 

■aaamrrnHi 


TF i 11 li 1 . 1 .. 


SSbB 


■l.JL i.' .as 




■aardlim ut die penodoowivriSAa^nidua. 
Sreey ^Howr h warta- showcard Ireslon tor 

Example baud an Cash Price pf £499,99 


Currys 

BRITAIN’S BIGGEST ELECTRICAL RETAILER 


All Superstores off*r easy pariring. late night shopping and Sunday opening. 
Ring 0181-200 0200 for detalb of your nearest store. ' 

Written crndt quotations from Cunys, Dept MK, Hemd Hempstead. Herts HP 1 7X0. 
Currys are licensed credit bmlrefs. Ask in-itore for detaih. 
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a rainier 
water co 


er than average February; so why are 
companies talking again about crisis? 


Scepticism as 
utility chiefs 
blame climate 
for shortages. 

Nicholas Sc boon 

reports 

Water companies claimed yes- 
terday that England wffl face a 
crisis of permanent drought 
unless they are allowed to boost 
resources and build new reser- 
voirs and pipelines. 

The Water Companies’- As- 
sociation claimed climate 
change and steadily rising de- 
mand from their customers 
meant that cutting mam* leak- 
age and persuading people to 
waste less water, could not pre- 
vent a looming crisis and fun- 
damental changes in lifestyles. 
Daily cut-offs for several hours 
would become common, and 
green- lawtur and car washing 
would be consigned to history. 

But there was scepticism 
about the companies' damw, if 
the solutions they want are 
adopted, then customers' bills 
will rise to pay for the expen- 
sive new reservoirs. It will also 
leave companies selling more 
and more water, raising their 
turnover and profits. 

The Environment Agency, 
the Government body which 
regulates rivers and water re- 
sources, said there was no case 
for starring work on major new 
water supplies immediately. 
Ofwat, the industry’s econom- 
ic regulator, agreed saying com- 
panies first had to do more work 
on restraining rising demand 
from their customers - and 
that included more metering. 

“W&ter conservation delivers 



: :: : '■ ■■ ■■ - ; : 
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Cracks in the argument: The effects of drought on a river bed In Kent last summer: Environmentalists say climate alone Is not always to Mame Photograph: Brian Harris 


- ^ - *“ I 


results more quickty, mote eco- 
nomically and without the en- 
vironmental ri jfo ~ of new 
water transfers and reservoirs,” 
said Dr Geoff Mance, the 
agency's water management 
chief, friends of the Earth 
called on the companies to in- 
vest in conservation measures. 

Ray Ifenctant, chairman erf the 
association which represents 
17 of the smaller water com- 
panies in England and VAles, 
said without new supplies “ens- 


Recflnt 

droughts 




m * 


' Great drought of 


tomers could have to accept 
hosepipe and sprinkler restric- 
tions as .nozznal practice every 
simmer. We would have to re- 
strict the number of new hous- 
es baih each year _ customers 
may have to go without water 
for periods of the day. Ibis may 
be common practice in less de- 
veloped countries, but we are 
supposed to be one of the most 
advanced nations in the woikT. 

Meteorological Office fig- 
ures show there has been a run 
of dry years since 1989. But a 
spokesman said: ,r We can’t see 
any change in the climate. 
There are a little hiccups and 
this criidd wellbe one of them. 
It’s far too early to say (that the 
climat e has become drier].” 

While last month had ex- 
ceptionally low rainfall, this 
mouth is going to have above av- 
erage. By yesterday the average 
■quantity of rain for the entire 
month had already faDeo - and 
there is stiD a week of February 
left. This winter’s overall rain- 
fan looks like being pretty close 
3 B^?gepfige the last 30 years. 

Mr tfainanf, managing di- 
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Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

A nine-year-old boy suffering 
fromhaexnophQiaKtaldngH^h 
Court action against his health 
authority after it 
refused to fond treatment which 
is generally preferred ly doctors. 

In what is believed to be the 
first case of its kind, the boy ts 
raking action against Bury and 
Rochdale Health Authority af- 
ter it decided that be would uo 
longer be treated with a purer, 
artificial form of the clotting 
agent Factor Vin, but a cheapo 
er version which carries a 
higher risk of viral infection. 

Doctors are largely unani- 
mous in their view that recom- 
binant Factor Vm, is preferable 
to plasma-derived Factor VUI, 
which is made from treated hu- 
man blood, for all haemophil- 
iacs but especially for children. 

Rebecca Fitzpatrick, the 
boy’s solicitor, said the health 
authority’s decision was “irra- 
tional, unfair and perhaps file- . 
gal”. He bad been treated with 
recombinant since October but 
he and other children were in- 
formed in January that they 

would now be treated with plas- 
ma-derived Factor Vin. 

Ms Fitzpatrick said the fam- 
ily were applying for leave to 
seek a judicial review with a 


hearing next week. Meanwhile, 
they hope for an intermediate 
injunction which win force the 
health authority to continue to 
provide the treatment 

“They are not giving him the 
best treatment available. It is a 
bJanket-policy detisiem covering 
potentially hundreds of people 
and they have not considered in- 
dividual cases,? she said. 

Plasma-derived Factor Vm 
felt under tiie spotlight when in . 
the early Eighties when 1,200 
haemophiliacs were infected 
with HIV from contaminated 
Factor Vm, and around .3000 
haemophiliacs, have been in- 
fected with Hepatitis C to date. 
Soeening processes have since 
been tightened but two^ viruses. 
Hepatitis A and parvovirus, are 
resistant to aDsterihsaticm tech- 
niques, and there is also the dan- 
ger posed by viruses yet to be 
identified. . 

Tbe UK’s use of recombinant 
is between 4-10 per cent of all 
Factor VlU given, compared 
with 50 per cent in Germany. 
But it costs half as much agam 
as the plasma-derived product, 
and if a health authority refus- 
es to pay for it, then a doctor 
has Bttle choice but to prescribe 
the less safe product 

Tbny Wilson, chief executive 
of the Haemophilia Society 
said yesterday: “[We believe] 


that recombinant Factor VIH 
should be available for the 
treatment of diildren with 
Haemophilia A and [we) de- 
plore tiie fact that parents 
should be forced to take legal 
action to by to obtain treatment 
for their children. 

“The Society believes that the 
current situation, with children 
in some parts of the country be- 
ing able to receive recombinant 
Fhctor Vm and others not, is 
grossly inequitable—”. . , 

But Dr Kevin Snee, director 
of public health for the au- 
thority, said that the main ben- 
efit of transferring patients to 
recombinant Factor V3H “re- 
volves around the removal of a 
hypothetical risk” and would 
cost an additional £2fXX000 per 
year in Bury and Rochdale. As 
the current financial situation 
stands, Dr Snee stated that the 
money could be betterment on 
other treatments of greater 
benefit. 

“Current blood products are 
safe and therefore recombi- 
nant factor VUI is difficult to 
justify when compared to oth- 
er health service priorities,” be 
said. “However as the situation 
becomes dearer with regard to 
tiie uncertainties over antibody 
production with recombinant 
factor ^ VIH our position wfil be 
reviewed.” 


Kidnap fear for missing girls 


? ■’p® 

— m * 
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the distraught parents of wo 

Flench girls missing in London 
appealed yesterday for h#pm 
finding them. They said that 
they feared teenagers Laetitia 
Ramon and AnjcUque Wozni- 
akmay have been kkJnamwd af- 
ter becoming separated from 

their friends during a visit to tbe 

capital on Wednesday. 

^ team of 15 detectives, 
backed by uniformed officers 
carrying photographs of the 
girls, fa combing the West End 
m the hope of finding them- 
Anjelique's father, Noel 
Wozniak. 45. said it was out of 
character for the giris to go off 

on tiiefr own. They were unused 

to big cities and had rarefy 
been away from, their home vfl- 


lage of Grenay, near LzDe. 

Jacky Ranson, 49, father of 
lfryear-okl Laetitia, told a news 
conference at Scotland Yank 
“We would lfte anyone to get 
in touch with the police and we 
appeal to our daughters, if they 

are safe, to go to any policeman 
or place of safety. We just want 
to know they are all light-” 
.Mr Wozniak added: “We 
think maybe they have been kkt- 
napped- Something bad must 
have happened to them." 

The guls were Iasi seen at 
4pm on Wednesday at Self- 
edges in Oxford Street. De- 
tectives are studying closed 
drcuitteleviaon videos from the 

store and nearby premises in the 
hope . of spotting them. 


Detective InjpecwrRki Turn- 
er, leading die police team, 
said: “Tbe longer this goes on 
the worse it looks but at the 
stage we have no evidence to 
suggest they have been kid- 


He added: “We have no idea 
where tbeyjthe girls] could 
have gone. They appear to be 
nice young giris who have ap- 
parently acted out of character.” 

Both girls are 5ft 2in, and 
heavQy builL Anjelique was 


yellow i-n* Marten doois. 
Laetitia was wearing a blade 
jacket and blue jeans. 

Anyone with information is 
asked to telephone police on 
0181 246 0776. ' 





rector of South East 'Wfeterand 
Mid Southern Water, said yes- 
terday that he was convinced 
England’s climate had become 
drier and the industre had to 
plan on the basis that this would 


continue or worsen. He said a 
growing number of households 
and increasing affluence meant 
more and more demand fox wa- 
ter. People were also much less 
willmg to tolerate shortages 


and restrictions under a priva- 
tised industry. 

The water companies all 
planned to cut leakage 
and encourage their customers 
to use water less wastefuDy, 


which meant water meters for 
some. But those polities alone 
could not cope with the grow- 


and rising demand. 

. In some areas, such as East 


6 Customers 
may have to go 
without water 
for periods of 
the day. 9 


and West Sussex, plans to buQd 
thousands of new homes should 
be dropped unless there were 
also plans for new water sup- 
plies. “There are no major 
rivers and all the water re- 
sources are already fully ex- 
ploited.” Mr Tennant said one 
major new reservoir was need- 
ed to serve Kent, Surrey and 
East and West Sussex' and 
another to serve East Anglia. 

The \l^tcr Services Associ- 
ation. which represents nine of 
the big ten water companies, 
said it supported the line tak- 
en by tbe smaller companies hut 
dissociated itself from talk of 
a looming crisis. 

All the companies arc trying 
to influence the public, politi- 
cians and the water regulators 
in the run up to the next water 
bill-setting exercise in 1999. 
The companies have to draw up 
their investment plans for 
Ofwat, the industry's price-set- 
ting watchdog, covering the 
next decade by the end of 1998. 
Several want to include new 
resources in those plans and to 
be allowed to raise their cus- 
tomers' bills to pay for them. 


The General Accident Premier PEP 


Would you 
rather aim to 
be up here 
with General 
Accident's 
Premier PEP? 



w, tm 


Or down here 
and still 
paying tax! 


EXCITING RETURNS I SAFELY MANAGED 


Asm In these times of lower interest rates, you're 
probably concerned that the return on your building 
. society savings is bumping along at the bottom of 
the graph- And is liable to tax. 
i35F General Accident's Premier PEP aims to make 
sure your money works harden 
ifET The Premier PEP enables you to invest in the 
success of the UK's 100 leading companies. Major names 
including BT, Guinness, 

Macks & Spencer and Tesco. 

Returns are usually tax 

free depending ctn individual 
circumstances. There are 

no inital charges, no exit PPfi 1 

charge and just a 1% annual VJC11C1CU 

management charge. TtIVP S 



General Accident 
Investments 


{3J Most reassuring of all, the Premier PEP is 
available from General Accident, another of the 
UK's leading companies with outstanding financial 
strength. And the attractions don't end there! 
CASH BACK BOOSTER OFFER 
ESf We want to ensure your investment in the 
Premier PEP gets off to an excellent start. 
So there's a very special offer for anyone who invests 

before 27 th March 1997. 
/SET Our Cash Back 
Booster offer means we wiL 
pay you a cheque for £50 
after six months if your 

C cident Premier PEP investment 

fails to grow by at least 
I PH t 4% in the first six months* 


Please remember the value of a PEP can go down as well as _ P OST NOV 

up so you may not get back the am o u nt invested. The tax H^EEPOST 1 

situation far PEPs could change in the future. (*) 27 March ■ ^ auplkalic 

1997 to 27 September 1997. Government imposed Stamp I 
Dufy may be payable. In addition, the pricing basis of the | Mr/Mrs/Mi 
underlying unit trust may change and this can have the effect | Forename(s) 

of increasing or depressing prices. Full written details are . Surname. 

available on request. 1 


| — - — 

TOST NOW FOR DETAILS TO: Premier PEP, General Accident, 

I FREEPOST YO550.Yoric.Ym 1BR. 


■ FREEPOST YQ550, Yoric, Y03 1BR. 

| Please send me further information about the GA Premier PEP and 
j an application form, without obligation. 

| Mr /Mrs/Miss/Ms C 27MK I 


free 0500 100 200 

ri\CC LINES OPEN 2 A HOURS 

GENtHAL ACCIDfNT PEI* MANAGERS LTD. REGISTERED IN ENGLAND 
N’ 2269766. 7 ROUGItR STRTET, YORK. YO I l HR REGULATED BY iMRQ 
F ot your s: flinty. t.i!K wii! n ? <.irdt-<1 .:n;I m.iy hi- 


Postcode. 


.Date of Birth, 


Telephone (include STD code) Days Eves 

Smoker □ Non-Smoker □ Note-, a non-smoker is s poson who h*& not usd any 

tobsTOC products in the last 12 months. 

We never make your name and address available to unconnected organisations. We 
will occasionally teQ yw, by post or phone, about other produds or services ofiered . 
■ by ourselves and associated GA Group companies, lid: the box □ if you would 
prefer not to receive this information. 







only | ssnm 1 bring you all this 



LAUNDRY 

SAVE to £150 


I BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 


SERV1S 1000 Spki Autowasher 

b Quick wash. 

■ Halt has a prion. BUM "vS* 

Model M3oiw. lillllrlflQaa 

WkSBS&SF. miJUTrfJj 

Wes DM.99 

BUY NOW PAYG MONTHS MID 


PH1LCO UUSUI 1200 Spin 'EcotrarJc* 

"Biinssinsr 


■\&nab!e temperature. 

VttgSGT"- Kfelll£289b9 

Was £399 99. in-store “ ■ * *" *- 

Price £299199. BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS LATER 


HOTPOINT 1000 Spin Tfret Edition' 

Autowashor |B(RM| .... _JT" 

■ Quick mil M(]A 

■ No heat «wwmy wash-BlTl I ■ r /HMoO 

Model WM19P. ffrl 

Wn 04?59. 

BUY NOW PAY E MONTHS LATER 


HOOVER tooo 5010*5011 wave 1 

*«owa*«r UNI SMEiSal 

■ Ecological wash system. WTl aak 

■ Oeaseguard action. M-Jllf 4 jMqq 

Modal AC72. IVl JI*** **”1 

Was 099.99. 

BUY MOW PAY E MONTHS LATER 


ZANUSSI 1000 S pin Autowasher 
■ Halt load button. BB&WM vovotfi met 

■I™ U 

Was £409.99. In-store Price £379.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS LATBt 


HOTPOINT 1 000 Spin 'Aquarius 

De Luxe* AUtowasher SALE Siea~ 

■ Aquarius wash system. .u 

■ Super rede. HrillH/Hoi) 

Model WM25- lUUw» 

wasimMff 

was 099.99. BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS LATBt 


ZANUSS1 1000 Spin Autowasher 

■ variable wash time. hhh — 

■ Also available In BuSB 

Modemioss. !5[» I*l£39S99 

was £499.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS LATER 


| -RECOMMENDED BY GOOD HOUSEKEEPING 


ZANUSSI too MaaaivooQia hike 

Spin ‘la System' Autovmhtr 1IA 

Mo*! Fjim «wi»er^wfcKwj in eflilM qq 
aaas.iinwei’ntEOsus. Hl-t l *— ■ --I 
HU8RYI HITTED STOCKS. BUT MOW KT M MONTHS LfflBt 


AEG 1000 Spin ’DigHrontc' Autowasher 

■ Sdf adjusting water ^ 

level. WIW M uhepwce 

■ Quiet operation. BTTjl SNA 

■ 19 programmes. n|IIIl£»t 19199 

Model 6200 w* £579-59. * n * — — 

BUY NOW MY 18 MONTIS LATER 


BOSCH 1000 5frtn Ecological Autowasher 

■ Delay start Omor. t 

■ 19 programmes. K bill ™*5rP“ 

Model WFF2000. IflTVI fAQQu 

Price Eluding Trade-in MtBBM Jn/JJ | 

£619.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATBt 


CAN DYlQM^ECttteqiOlWWitr Dryer 

MOTPilttBSSa. nrJtlTlA*)QQ 
BUY NOW PAY Bill 

6 MONTHS LATER 


HQ OVER 1100 Sp in -Sob mw washer Diyes 

■ Ecological wash system. MfroMW sauvncE - 

■ Crwse guard action. If I J ■ > An 

Model A8754. RLllIriH^OO 

Britain's biggest selling UCtli***" 
Washer Dryer. Was 04959. 

BUY NOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATBt 


WHITE KNIGHT 71b TUmW* Dryer 

■ Cooldown cycle. —p— 

■ 2 heat settings. VOUCHER rwet 

■ Compact size. Hhn Qfl 

Model 3ii. Bvl'l £93199 

In-store Price £139.99. ^ 


FINAL REDUCTION 


WHITE KNIG HT lib Tu mble 

■ Reverse tumble action. ■ MM fJN 

■ 2 heat settings. EISE3 .*» 

Model aVfiJW. Was £19959. ■v/lV rl 7 
In-srore Phce £149.99. 


ZANUSSI 

lift Condenser Dryer 

■ Reverse tumble action, | SAUl~u i 

■ 2 heat settings. KLf|| 

Model tc47o. lir4HftP : i 

Was £40959. ,al “ 

BUY NOW PAY E MONTHS LATER 




TELEVISIONS 

SAVE £100 


THOMSON a rMCAMMWTV 

Whhfwwr MBSW wiowwoi 

Stan xijaae screen sue. HTB «IRA 
MtxM SSMK48. KifHfijgjSi 

m-ttore Price £3(9 99. Wm ■ 



MATSU 1 map arwetomv 

■ M nu iftfcl* ui m h ■ 

■TeietHt for easy auss ■V™ 
to InfDrmetSor. services. ■vJll ,1 QQ-_ 
Modal 20V1T. Pl'lflO!US 

VMS £215.99. r 




,£%WSJ. 



a 59 em vfciwe serpen *« 
■ Fasten for easy access 
wWenst pages. 


Wn £449.99. BUY NOW PW E MONTHS LATER 


PANASONIC 2TNICAM Stereo TV 


WUCKCurna 

{449.99 


HOME ENTERTAINMENT 'BEST BUY 96' 


SONY 25* Dofljy 
Pro-Logic Surround Sound 
TV with Fasten 
S9cm noble screen tee 
Model KV25F2. Was £79559. 

BUY NOW MY 9 MONTHS LATER 


umn i 2i rru 

{699.9 


I HOVE ENTERTAINME NT 'BEST BUY 96' 

ii 



UP 
TO 

ON A RANGE OF LAUNDRY AND REFRIGERATION APPLIANCES 



In-Store Price £27959. 


MATSU I BMSO 

14- Combined 

TV and Video ■H 

34cm vWbfe screen size. K||| 
Model 7VR1 61. Bli'l 

bvstora Price £29959. 

■UY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATBt 


1{289.»! 




DISHWASHERS 

SAVE 

Vo £160 


CANDY Full Slzo 'Ecosystem' Dishwasher 

■ 4 programmes. _____ — — . 

■ Delicate cycle. B SH M votoo PUKE 

Model C4100. 8 wx y ? B 

Was £369.99. H till £43 3,99 

ypstore Price D49.99. " ■ » * m 

BUY NOW PKt 6 MONTHS LATER 


CANDY 

Full Sim Dishwasher mjh— 

■ SolUlne styling. ffl VtI JM ^f l L P ? CE 

■ 7 programmes. Kill II ./QQ~. 

Model CDW470. HUlIl £4*1399 

Was £399.99. 

BUY NOW MY 6 MONTHS LATER 


HOTPOINT Fun size ‘Aquarius' DMiwasher 

a Adjustable upper basic n. 

snsr |||T|T~| 

price Excluding H I’l'l r «/|Q(va 

Trade-In £449.99 DiHflfflJ UiTi/ 33 

BUY NOW PAY 




BOSCH FUlSiza Mmar- " ~ "1 

-Ecdogkar Dishwasher BSX 
a Electronic delay timer ■•III -V|Co _ 
n 4 programmes. H‘1 1 B £js#3.33 

Model SMS4472 

Was £439.99. BUY MOW MY 12 MONTHS LATER 


BOSCH FuB size *Ecologicar 

Dishwasher nman 1 _rr 

o Very quiet ocerauon. 

■ « programmes. Hj Will r <tgQ QQ 

Model SMS 6012. UlfVJ tJJXn 

Was ££.19 99. 

BUY NOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATBt 


AEG Full Sim "Oko Favorif Dishwasher 

■ 5 programmes. ^ ___ ] 

■ Low noise design. I BTOB vr,i r mr 

Modcl 5040. ■fTV aRA 

Was £519.99. 

BUY NOW PAY * 

IB MONTHS LATBt 


BOSCH Fid Sim ’Eoolagtcar Dtshwashar 

a 6 programmes. ^ , 

■ 3 wash temperatures. 5JU-E MDCE 

Model SM56032 Ili f.T.l A PA 

Was £569 99. nillllrfclhMqg 

BUY NOW PAY lUJr * 

12 MONTHS LATBt 



buy now pay 

18 MONTHS LATER 

ON A RANGE OF 
KITCHEN APPLIANCES 


18 MONTHS 
INTEREST FREE 
OPTION 

ON ARANGE OF TOP BRAND PRODUCTS 1 


\m 


i CREDA 
1000 Spin ‘Ecowash' 
Autowasher 

■ Economy option. 

■ 27 programmes. 

■ Creasecare facility. 
Model 17086. 

Was £39959. 

In-stone Price £299.99. 


HOOVER i 

Full Size ‘Soft Wave’ 
Dishwasher 

■ Multi-directional 
spray. 

■ Economy option. 

■ Heat boost drying. 
Model D743G. 

Was £429.99. 





CANDY ► 

9JB cu.1t. Fridge 
Freezer 

■ 57 cu.ft. fridge. 

■ Tihabie shelves. 

■ 4.1 cu.ft. freezer. 

■ Auto defrost 

■ Reversible doors. 

■ CFCfree. 

■ 4 star freezer 
ratinq. 

Model CCM28/12G. 
Was £399.99. 
In-store Price 
£299.99. 



SONY ► 

1ST NICAM Stereo TV with 
Fastext 

■ E8cm visible screen size. 

■ IQ picture facility automatically 
adjusts the colour and contrast 

■ Fanext for easy access to all 
Teletext services. 

Model KV29F1. 

Was £699.99. 


JVC > 

Long Play Video with 
VkfooPfus and PDC 

■ VideoPlus and PDC for easy 
and reliable programming. 

■ Long play increases 
recording time of tapes. 

■ Instant review function. 
Model HRJ230. 

Was £22959. 


- Jl CURRYS 

ffi]f599<e 



TOSHIBA mi 

Ban SeHng 2T Dofey Pi» 

Logic Sonoml Sound TV 
68cm sitibl* screen size. 

Model 2857. Was £89959. In-aore Pnw £949.3? 
BUY NOW MY 6 MONTHS LATBt 


PHILIPS 32* Wi descreen TV with Dolby 
Pro-Logic Surround M;IL1 cmnrrs rmCT 

Sound and 100Hz BJIIUImB m AAA 

69cm vnftde screen Uz*. "iilmw tl MMM 
Model 32W%3. 

•Model 141352. Ask for demlv 
BUY MOW MY 12 MONTHS LAYER 


TV/VIDEO PACKAGES 

SAVE 

iOA 

TOTAL OF' 



up ‘ OA =£100 



SH AR P 2T"rv/VW eoPadwge 

?" m ■B^Nirouoffli f«c 

Sicm vblfale screen see. iiTTl nan 

BlM£399.99l 

BAnrial C 1 AT 1 C/-J A ^ 

Was £499 99. • MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


SONY 21* Fastext TV widmemoto Control 

51cm Visible KIWI Size. Ill I 

PLUS Autotim* Video AAA 

with VldaoMus Rl | 4 MM 

Model 21T1/2I0. 

In-store Price £559. 

C MONTHS MIBtEST FREE OPTION* 


TOP BRAND VIDEOS 

SAVE 



TOTAL OF £80 



SALE PRICE 



VOUCHER PRICE 

£279.99 




SAVE 

£300 


LEISURE ^ 

110cm Slot-in Double Width Gas Cooker 

■ Available in Racing Green, Regal Blue or Claret. 

■ Double oven. ■ Non-stidc griddle. ■ Warming plate. 
Model RANGEMASTER 1 10. . 

Delivery straight from manufacturer Wasp799T Was £1599. 


~ f *•* ; -^ r ; : i 


MATSU! HE a 

1.0 cu.fL Family Size Touch Control Microwave 
■ Digital dock. ■ 10 power levels. ■ Auto-weight 
defrost ■ 950 watt power output 
Model 196T. Was £179.99. 




SALE PRICE 

£10999 








PACKARD BELL ► 

Pentium* P120MHz 
Internet Ready PC 
■8Mb EDO/i 2Gb hard drive. 

■ 6-speed CD-ROM drive. 

■ Easy access buttons. 

Model EXECUTIVE 9003D. 
Was-HSSS. W &WQ. 
Was4«99. WatB3«9. 

Was £1249. 



i JVC 

Ultra Compact CD 

Micro Hi-Fi 

■ 2 piece component 
system. 

■ Full logic auto- 
reverse cassette 
deck. 

■ 14 watts (RMS) per 
channel. 

■ Active hyperbass. 

■ Remote control. 

Model UXA4. 

Was £299.99. 


SALE PRICE 


I x«tA rmvc 

£l39b 


£15999 


TEFAL ESEasa f 

'Filter Scale' Jet-of-Steam Iren 

■ Ultraglide sole plate. 

■ Variable steam. 

Model 1921. 

Was £46.99. 1 


SALE PRICE 

£36.99 






REFRIGERATION 

UP TO A 
TOTAL OF 


SAVE TOTAL OF £140 



NOVA SCOT IA naasi 

■ Adiun jblc- ihemn-wtaL MjllV rlllSSao 
Model Nsidoa-sios Bli' l 1 IvdJJ 
In-store Price £119.99 


FRIG1DAIRE 

5.4 cu.ft Fridge ^ 

a Push button defrost. KppH Salx price 

Model*?’ 526H £ 1 3 ^99 

Was £159.99. 


BEKO 

4.1 cu.ft 
Upright Freezer 

■ Fan freeze section. 

■ indicator light. 
Model BZ602. 


CREDA 43 cuJ t Upright Ft 
F ast freeze. BwCT 

Model 86307. Macira 

Was £259.99. H(|T|1 

In-store Pnw £22959. II LU 
BUY NOW MY 6 MONTHS LATER 


■wwv I”** 

£199 


COOKERS 

SAVE 

VS £300 


FRIGIDAIRE soonsioMn 

Electric Cooker. 

■ Single oven KHuuma 

■3i£S ^|{169» 

Model CP 1450. 

Was £18959. Was £179.99. 




MATSUI trrowKZ qck 

Long Flay Video with MM 
Remote Control HHn 

Long play increases SImIII 
refolding time of tapes. BikJ 
Model UXA11Q0. 

Was £14959. 


MATSUI ™«™ ma 

Long Play Video with 
lrideoHusandPOC M 

Auto set up. ■Ff|l 

Model VP94Q5 Bill] 

IrMtore Pme £169.99. 


MATSU! 4-Kead NICAM 

Stereo Video wftti VideoPhis. PDC and 

Auto Set-up ^ 

Model VP960: sale rara 

W» £269591 Was £249.99 ■KfaN T)Q 
C MONTHS INTEREST NC1*N £443199 
FREE OPTION* 


JVC 4-Head NICAM &MTOO Video 

with VideoHui end POC ^ 

Instant review feature. Sale price~ 

Model HRA630 ■TV Mil 

Was £34959. ■fJINfSVMoq 

9 MONTHS INTEREST 

FREE OPTION* 


SONY 4-Heed SupenTHLogic NICAM stereo 
Vitoowith VideoPlus ■ ma» |v 0 tiCHCTHMg' 

Suoer-lnLOQK for ■‘UBrlSQ qq 
improved pkiure quality 

Mode! SLVE710. Was £449 9?. In-stwe ?rn.f £399 99 

12 MONTHS INT ERES T FREE OPTION* 


TOSHIBA 

4-Head NKAM Stereo Video with Edit FadBttes 
Model V856. mriiiiM 

Was C499.99. IfiMI 

fn-store Price £44959. ■HiV r A 1 Q <ui 
6 MONTHS WTBIEST MHWIJiS 
FREE OPTION* 


CD HI-FI 

SAVE 

TOTAL Of£1 20 




r j r n 


^MICROWAVES 

SAVE 


; J S £70 



LEC BPNtHAIN 

4.0 cu-tt- Larder Fridge V7| 

■ Albania he defrost. Itllll 

■ Reversible door. ffnaj 

Model LH3 wi r a m 

Price Excluding Trade-in £20959 


CANDY 

B.O cu.fl Fridge Freezer 
A3 CU.fl. fndge. WT 

Modal CDP230G BlJ| 

In-store Price £219 99. BU, 


£149.99 


£19Ss9 


FRIGIDAIRE 75 Bide Chest Freezer 

■ 4 star freezer rating. ______ 

■ Fan freezer facility B ariMteW VOUCWg FWCE 

Model FC756 Was BrNnifl ^ 4 Q 
06959. Was £239.99. R.HI £4 1 3199 
In-store Price E229.99. ™ — 

BUY NOW MY S MONTHS LATBt 


ELECTROLUX 75 cu.ft- Fridge T reezer 

■ 3.6 cu.ft. fridge. B&UJi irabtiaraa’l 

■ Adjustable thennosiaL nKMC-B 

Model 23466. KrjTilr jSMqq 

Was £399.99. nL'IlIt&iIrfn 

In-store Pike £279.99. 

BUY NOW MY • MONTHS LATER 


AEG 125 cu.ft Fridge Freezer 

■ 2 eomonjwrs. ■R99IW nov-c 

■ External rhermostat. Brow 

Model 3534. lUll rKUMga 

Was £64959. ■Pl'JtJdXfl 

BUY NOW MY — ~ 

18 MONTHS LATER 


HOTPOINT 125 cu.ft. MMnl Plus frost 

FfM Fndflff f recur 

Deep door fudge. sale PRICE 

Model 8596WA- nElllrSQQaa 

Was £729.99. li Pl'J lJdJm 

BUY NOW MY 

12 MONTHS LATER 



MATSUI m 

05 cuJt. Compact | 
Mkrowava | 

■ BOO nans power output I 

■ 60 minute timer. t 
Model M161M. 

In-store Price £74.99. 


SHARP 

05cu.ft. 

Compact Mitrowave 
700 watts power 
output 
Model R2V1B. 


£6999 


ggm SAVE T U S £550 ON PCs 



3p 

iMi 



STOVES UHUffll SDon Sot-ki G k cooker 
Separata oven and grill. 

Model 502GS. W« £ML99. 

In-store Price £449 59. 


B EL L ING 60on 51ot-ln Electric Cookar 

■ Fan main oven. MHMI mu 

■ Ceramic bob. K£W Tfft 

Model 525WH. I 7 IJI] rn/Haq 

In-ssore Price £949.99. IUA4, IV * 

BUY NOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATER 


HOTPOINT 60cm 5krt4n dearie Cooker 
Double own. j^^M~~7 n , r rimr I 

Model EW71P BVfN 

Was £79959. t l * #■» < 

BUY NOW PAY 12 MONTHS LAIER 



.vacuums w mm i 

1 SAVE 



ADVENT P 120 Midtimaifla PC whh Modem 

■ 8Mb RAMflGb 
hard drive. 

■ 6-speed CD-ROM drive,HQBB 

Model 8125. Hp7|T|l ,QOA 

was mar. wboow: £093 

Was £989^was 049. - - 1 


APPLE 120MHz MuftanediB PC 

■ 8Mb RAMflGb hard drive. 

■ Quad speed CD-ROM drive. 

Modal 6320. 

Was £«S9. 


PACKARD BELL »t*n«ikady 

100MHz PrmthmiR Processor MuMmodfai PC 

■ ttfbRAMgSOMbfwrtdTfi ^ 

■ 285kbps modem. SAUHDCE 

Model 9090. nXI OOA 

wesiiw-wasiiw. KVI|| fXMH 

W asuEmr. Was £999. liiftl 
9 MONTHS INTEREST FRS OmOH* 

£1000 SOFTWARE Ask for details 


APRICOT 

bitamert Ready P12DMiz Mutthnafia PC 

with Modem ^ 

Modol MS540 PI 20 8Mb. ■ ■ SALE MCE 

WTO £M 9 »: Was £ 1399 : IK 1 T 1 I AAA 
Was £ 1299 . Was £ 1099 . mllll £333 
• MONTHS INTEREST 


200 


Am 



COMPAQ Mamet Ready 120MHz 

Pentium# Processor ________ 

MiddnedaPC B 8B | sale huce 

■ 16Mb RAM. JLTlTll .4400 

■ 15Gb hard drive. 

■ 6-speed CD-ROM. ' 

Model 4110, Was £1499: Was £144* was £1299. 


MATSUI ID 

Ultm-Conipacl CD 
Micro Hf-H 

■ Programmable CD 

■ Digtal tuner. 

Model MQi-650. 

W« £119.99. 


SONY CD Mai Hi-Fi 
■ WwattsfRMSper 

Model MHC771. Was £34959. Was £299.99. 
BUY NOW FAY G MONTHS LATER 


AIWA Drriby Pro-Logic CD MrrJ Hi-Fi 
■ Mkiftiplay-pteys up to 3 CD*. 

USStZamM. BHilf479w 

IB MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION 


SONY 

CD Hhfl With Turntable 

■ MuMptay- plays up 
to S 

■ 100 watts (RMS) 
per channel. 

Model N455. 


LOWEST 

PRICES 


OM THE SPOT 


BUY NOW PAY B MONTHS LATBt 







WE LL NEVER BE BEATEN 
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politics 


Mtyor plays 
long game 
for economy 
to rescue 
the Tories’ 
poll support 


Cofin Brawn 

Chief Political Correspondent 

A dear hint that John Major 
intends to play it long to give 
economic recovery a chance to 
rescue Conservative support 
was given yesterday by the 
Prime Minister in an election- 
eering tour in the North East. 

Talking up the recovery. Mr 
Major said it was becoming in- 
creasingly understood by peo- 
ple that Britain was outpacing 
other European countries, in- 
cluding France and Germany, 
and the evidence of the up-turn 
was in the high street. 

‘‘Haw soon that translates it- 
self into votes we will have to 
wait and see,” Mr Major said. 

“I think the British people 
will see the prospects opening 
up. I don't think they will want 
to throw them away." 

He shrugged off suggestions 


that the Government would be 
unable to dose the gap between 
the recovery and its low show- 
ing in the opinion polls. “I have 
always thought you would see 
the full recovery of support 
when people actually have an 
election date, and people see a 
dear-cut decision before them. 

“It is at that stage people will 

sit back and think, ‘Are things 
getting better for me? Are 
things getting better for the 
country? And do 1 wish to put 
that at risk?’ As we come up to 
the election, that will become in- 
creasingly apparent." 

Mr Major last night told a 
business awards dinner on 
Teesside that the recovery was 
being felt across the country. 
“We really can hope that we are 
waving goodbye to the North- 
South divide." he added. 

His visit was partly aimed at 
exorcising a ghost left by Mar- 



Ready to go: John and Norma Major read breakfast menus on a train at King's Cross station, London, yesterday before travelling to the North 


Photograph: Peter Macdiahnid 


garet Thatcher on her visit to 
Stockton after the 1987 gener- 
al election when she made her 
now famous “walk in the wilder- 
ness" at a derelict industrial ate. 

Mr Major said he had visited 
Stockton to highlight econom- 


ic recovery in the North East 
and the site on which Mrs 
Thatcher had tiptoed through 
broken bottles and Jong grass 
was now occupied by a univer- 
sity, 500 homes, a hotel, a wa- 
tersports centre, and the local 


commercial radio station, TFM. 
on which he did a half-hour 
phone-in show. 

Tbday Mr Major will issue a 
rallying' cry to Tbiy supporters 
at a Birmingham rally. He will 
try to convince hard-pressed 



makes 
you look 
virile. 
The other 
proves 


party activists in the Midlands, 
where the marginal seats could 
hold the key to the election re- 
sult, that they can still win. 

The Prime Minister will also 
finn mtnre a major development 
of education policy, aimed at 
putting Labour on the defensive 
over grammar schools and nurs- 
ery vouchers. It could herald the 
introduction of vouchers for 
secondary education. 

His prime aim yesterday ap- 
peared to be to rally support 
among the faithful, as the guest 
at a private party luncheon or- 
ganised by the millionaire fi- 
nancier, Sir John Hall, who 
was knighted by Margaret 
Thatcher, at his private estate 
in North Cleveland. Sir John, 
the charismatic chairman of 
Newcastle United Football 
Cub, is also an important 
backer of the Conservative 


of March. For example, the 
National Health Service Pri- 
mary Care Bill -agreement hav- 
ing been reached with the 




t co*nc: ■»' <■» > «um ■ ofin . nr , nimbi* ‘hj'c- i-aeia month* »c hm ucif*:r each t-pafe of n* r. wooei n a paisekces common Tahiti rethsu«c. « a comkekui v^tcii 


Paitv but party officials insist- 
ed that the meeting for 200 in- 
vited voluntary workers was 

not a fund-raising event. ^ - -- . . 

The Prime Minister rejected ‘ British Medical Association - 
as “the politics of abuse rather is being accelerated for ruyui as- 
than reality*, the accusation sent by the end of next month, 
by Torn Blair that Mr Major was. But Mr Major is likely to keep 
the prisoner of the Ibrv right on MrBbirgue»ingaliUlch»tificr 
the single European eurrenev. although it appears ckar he has 


■‘Sometimes you have to stand 
out against other people in the 
European Union m the British 
interest," Mr Major said And 
he recalled that Mrs Thatcher 
was isolated when she won 
Britain's rebate - farther evi- 
dence that her ghosts have not 
been laid. 

There has been speculation 
that Mr Major could announce 
the date for the election today 
and government departments 
have been asked to dear the 
decks of legislation by the end 


1 May in his sights. The Prime 
Minister -toured a re-training 
centre on Teesside but dose 
friends say he will not need re- 
naming if he loses his job in May 
-he is content to go back to the 
City in the knowledge that be 
could not be blamed for defeat 
And be had advice for anyone 
wanting his job in he radio in- 
terview. He said being prime 
minister meant you had to 
be able to go without sleep, 
another habit belonging to Bar- 
oness Thatcher, as she is now. 


Blair and Heseltine 
united over Europe 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


er, whether that will hold." 

Mr Heseltine 's acknowi- 

edgement of the risks involved 

Michael Heseltine and Tony in withdrawal suggest a grow- 
Blair yesterday united in warn- ing fear on the Tory left that the 
mg against the dangers of Euro-«ceptfcs are setting the 


Britain pulling out of the 
European Union. 

The deputy Prime Minister 
told a BBC Radio 5 phone-in: 
“1 know people find this diffi- 
cult to believe, but l know we 
are gaining from the European 
partnership, and I know that to 
be outside it would be a disas- 
ter. You say rightly the econo- 
my is doing very well but I tell 
you, if we were in fact to prej- 
udice Britain's position in 
Europe, you would find a very 
different situation." 

The Labour leader said at a 
What the Papers Say award cer- 
emony, in London: “The 
Labour Party is dear that we do 
not want to leave the EU. For- 
mally, the Tory party agree. It 
is increasingly unclear, howev- 


pace of policy. But as with Lord 
Howe's warning on Thursday - 
that the former deputy Prime 
Minister could not support a 
party that was “hostile" to the 
principle of a single currency - 
Mr Heseltine appeared to be 
warning that be is not going to 
surrender without a bitter fighL 

Mt Blair said: “They are ir- 
reversibly divided on Europe 
because a significant part of the 
Tbiy party want to withdraw 
from the EU. No serious part 
of the Labour Party wants to 
withdraw." 

On the single currency, the 
Labour leader said the options 
had to remain open for a “hard- 
headed assessment of Britain's 
national interest"; something 
that was also supposed to be the 


Government’s position. 

Mr Blair said that if that pol- 
icy was being changed, then the 
Prime Minister “should spit it 
out ... But he should not cany 
on having it both ways, two 
faces, one in either direction. 
Inconsistent, unreliable, un- 
trustworthy”. 

The image of a two-faced Mr 
Major is expected to be the 
theme of Labour's latest pre- 
election poster campaign, to be 
launched tty deputy leader, John 
Prescott, in Birmingham today. 

But Paddy Ashdown, the 
liberal Democrats’ leader, said 
last night: “The Conservative 
and Labour parties both treat 
the single currency like an em- 
barrassing relative no one wants 
to mention „ . We believe that 
being part of a successful single 
currency would give Britain 
lower interest rates and lower 
inflation, and staying out would 
give Britain less "inward invest- 
ment and less influence." 


Labour spreads net 
with broad appeal 


Anthony Bevins 


Nurses were yesterday offered 
a new Labour package to im- 
prove job security, working flex- 
ibility, and pay bargaining. 

But Chris Smith, Labour’s 
health spokesman, told a Nurs- 
ing Times conference in West- 
minster that the party’s 
commitment to tbe 350,000 
NHS nurses was also a com- 
mitment to patients. 

That broadened appeal was 
also underlined by Tbny Blair, 
when be was asked about a new 
Age Concern campaign to help 
tbe country's 10 million pen- 
sioners. 

Launching the campaign, 
Sally Greengross, director gen- 
eral of Age Concern England, 
said: “All the political parlies 
must grasp the nettle of the key 
issues affecting many older peo- 
ple - low income, paying for 
care, discrimination in health 
services to name but a few -and 
help ensure a dignified and en- 
joyable retirement." 

Tbe message of the cam- 
paign is: “Age counts. Ten mil- 
lion older voters could make the 
difference." 

But the Labour leader eom- 



ChrisSmftteTtestoring nurses’ 
morale will benefit patients’ 

mented later: “It is not a ques- 
tion of pensioners being an im- 
portant pan of the elaborate. 
They are an important part of 
the country, and we intend to 
govern for the benefit of the 
whole country. 

He added: “We have put for- 
ward proposals to protect the 
basic pension, to offer greater 
protection to people with pri- 
vate pensions, to cut VAT on 
fuel, which is enormously im- 
portant to pensioners. But you 
must also remember pensioners 
are ordinary citizens living in 
our community. 
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“They care deeply about 
keeping inflation down, which 
wc wfl! do, about rebuilding 
our NHS as an NHS, which we 
will do, and about dealing with 
crime." 

Echoing that theme. Mr 
Smith said; “By listening to the 
needs of nurses, by offering 
them the support and encour- 
agement they deserve, and by 
allowing them to carry out the 
job for which they are trained, 
we will restore thar morale and 
ensure that patients hove the 
best care available." 

Mr Smith’s “new deal" for 
nurses included: a replacement 
of the “current shambles" of en- 
forced local pay negotiation 
with a national system of bar- 
gaining that linked fairness and 
local flexibility; and action to 
tackle the high turnover rate of 
nurses- up foam 13 per cent t» 
22 per cent in the three years 
to 1995-%. 

Gerald Malone, the Health 
Minister, responded: “Mr 
Smith is long on concern, but 
short on commitment. He still 
refuses to match the Govern- 
ment’s pledge of real increases 
in health spending throughout 
the next five years." 
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Hring Kong— Drag Xiaoping nev- 
crreaHsed his- dream of visiting 
Hoag Kong underChinese rule; but 
m>1931 he came down to the colony 
.Tjfcnng the cittl war and contacted the 
‘ clandestm e C omipunist Party. 

This year, Hong Kong renuns to 
-Ctalxta. ZiJs a safe betithat the real 
mner core of the Chinese Commu- 
nist Partywill remain underground 
_ after .the transfer of power. It i$ 
equally safe to assume, official 
denials not withstanding, that the 
party will step units activity. 

Tnc party has been inHongKong 
for. some, five decades^ although it 
rarefy, if ever, shows a public lace. ’ 
ftspower centre. lies in an austere 
martte-dad bidding near the Hong 
'Kong Jockey Chib. At the centre of 
tbe< Communist web is the New 
China-News" Agency (NCNA). The . 
NONA, or Xinhua, combines the 
roles of a genuine hews agency, 
Peking’s dejaao embassy and the 


ist ideologues waiting in the wings for handover 

Stephen Vines examines the extensive ‘white work’ carried out by party cadres in Hong Kong 


centre- of the Hong Kong and 
Macau Work Committee, as the 
Communist Party is known in its 
semi-dandestme form. 

For the past few days the NCNA 
headquarters office has opened its 
normally closed doors to ail visitors 
wishing, to pay their respects to the ; 
deceased Mr Deng. Even the Gov- 
erned, Chris Amen, and members of 
the Democratic Party were admitted 
for fire first time. 

- Xinhua was established in Hong 
Kong in 1949, the year the Com- 
munist Party consolidated its control 
over China. As China’s economic 
reforms took hold it got more In- 
volved with the business' communi- 
ty which was being .assiduously 
Courted to fmwsa’in Ikamrkherlimii 

By the mid-1980s reforms were in- 
troduced so that Xinhua could reach 


out beyond the confines of its es- 
tablished supporters. Local offices 
were -established so that officials 
could get closer to grassroots or- 
ganisations and build the so-caded 
“united front” of organisations and 

people who could be attracted as al- 
nes of the Communist Party without 
becoming members. 

The agency acts as the central 
point for controlling the network of 
pro-Peking publications, including - 
three newspapers, a group of six 
schools, trarift imionc and hoWPg 

sbeiations and rural associations;' 

After the turmoil of the 1989 
Tiananmen massacre subsided Xin- 
hna- came under the direction Of 
Zhou Nan, a colourless bureaucrat. 
He ensured- that the agency be- 
came a centre of orthodoxy with lit- 
tle flexibility to establish relations 


. with anyone who was not considered 
to be friendly towards Peking. 

This suited the party leadership 
who were keen to restore order. But 
the lack of flexibility became an in- 
creasing liability as the handover of 
power came closer and the govern- 
ment needed a better quality of in- 
formation about whal was happening 
in Hong Kong. Communist Party ac- 
tivity in the colony is called “white 
work”. It is not publidy acknowl- 
edged but is extensive, covering not 
onfy direct party activity but also the 
many layers ofSinited front” work. 

Hong Kong membeis of the Com- 
munist Party routinely refuse to ac- 
knowledge their membership.The 
bulk of the estimated 20,000 
members are local people work 
for Chinese- funded or 
institutions. 


There is a dear division between 
the urban and rural cadres. The rur- 
al network owes its origins to the 
struggle against the Japanese in the 
1930s when many New Territories 
people turned to the Communists as 
the only force actively resisting 
Japanese militarism. 

In the urban areas the Commu- 
nists have concentrated on trade- 
uman and gras^oots activity. The key 
organisation is the Federation of 
Trade Unions, which claims to have 
170,000 members. The two tradi- 
tional wings of the Communist Par- 
ty have been joined by organisations 
with a more middle-class base. Atyp- 
ical example is the Chinese Gener- 
al Chamber of Commerce, which was 
conceived as an alternative to the 
British-dominated Hong Kong Gen- 
eral Chamber of Commerce. 


After the events of 19S9 the more 
intelligent members of the Com- 
munist Parry realised that the influ- 
ence of the united front would 
become increasingly marginalised if 
it did not establish and support new 
political organisations whose main 
purpose would be to combat the in- 
fluence of the pro-democracy parties. 

The upshot was the establishment 
of the Uhcral Democratic Foundation, 
founded by a number of "old order” 
politicians. A more dynamic and 
credible body was needed to mobilise 
mass support. Thus the Democratic 
Alliance for the Betterment of Hong 
Kong (DAB) was bom in 1994. Be- 
cause DAB is primarily a 
party, it was decided to form anoth- 
er party with more middle -class ap- 
peal. This led to the founding of the 
Hong Kong Progressive Alliance by 


politically' ambitious young profes- 
sionals. In addition to the thousands 
Of officials who ore being drafted in 
to man a new Chinese government 
centre after the handover, there are 
reports of some 50 Chinese cadres be- 
ing installed in the border town of 


Shenzhen to help in the ideological 

Oil! 


work of controlling Hong Kong 
and assist in trouble-shooting when 
Peking becomes uneasy about 
developments in the territory. 

Hong Kong will have to accom- 
modate the avaricious ambitions of 
the powerful state corporations as 
well as the political and economic in- 
terests of the People's Liberation 
Army which will have a base in the 
territory for its troops alongside ns 
extensive business activities. 

Caught in (he middle will be the 
territory's new leader, Tung Chee- 
hwa, who has said he is confident 
there will be no “overlord" direct- 
ing things from behind the scenes. 



Teresa Poole 

Peking 


Centrally planned mourning 
may have thwarted many of 
those looking for a rcwtfy eve- 
ning out last night but on the 
streets of Peking it was business 
as usual throughout the sunny 
winter’s day with tittieto sug- 
gest that the country had just 
passed a watershed in its mod- 
ern history. 

Deng Xiaoping, who - died 
on Wednesday aged 92, would 
no doubt have taken it as a com- 
pliment that just 4S hours after 
his passing, the Shanghai and 
Shenzhen stock exchanges both 
rose sharply on confidence that 
China will w 


hour documentary. The Great 
and Glorious- Life of Derig, fol- 
lowed by repeats of two epi- 


1 weather this period 
of political uncertainty. 

Yesterday, the central govern- 
ment’s attempts to stage-man- 
age a city’s grief seemed jnim- 
arify designed to cu rtail people’s 
cveimgenleitaimneDt- Notices 
were segt to karaoke lounges,' 


sodes of last month’s 12-hoar 
series on the life of Deng, 
rounded off by episodes from 
another historical drama about 
him. Deng, who in life Shunned 
attempts to create a personali- 
ty cult around him, is now at die 
mercy of China’s official media 
and propaganda machines. 

After instructions were seat 
out across the country, govexn- 
menl and party offices yesterday 
afternoon held meetings for 
employees to discuss Deng's 
policies and ideology. Work 
u n i te w ere decorated with the of- 
firial slogan: “Comrade Deng 
wifi live m oar hearts forever.” 

None of these party strictures, 
however, has altered the sense, 
of normality which has persist- 
ed tince news of Deng’s death 
brqjfc. InTeking j*ople ate well 
'awjeec® the r^oertmntkSjArrt 
on With 


dal medals throwing oul *T ad- 
mit he was a great man,” said a 
58-year-old primary school 
teacher. “Bat I can ne ver fo rgive 
him for allowing soldiers to 
shoot at stndents in 1989.” 

There wfll be no farewell 
cere m ony, no mourning hall at 
home, and a private cremation. 
On Ibesday, at the end of the 
official six days of mourning, a 
memorial service for 10,000 


people will be held in the Great 
Halle 


bars, dance halls, and cinemas ' ' their lives' as usuaL 
telling them to stay dosed for cy “I feel a little bit sad, esgp- 
the six-^ay 1 "~ _Tt - t — * ^ r 


arid the annual “lantetH 
public- celebrations, dne bet 
night to mark the end of the Chi- 
nese New Year holiday were 
cancelled. The question is 
whether the ban is intended to 
create an atmosphere of respect- 
ful solemnity, or whether the 

government does not want large 

groups of people gathering. 

The state media is still offer- 
ing saturation coverage of Mr 
Drag. During the peak evening 
slot, the main television chan- 
neb broadcast a special two- 


themo 

mg mtiSHV'TOKTa 27-yfear-Sd 
woman westing at a state tour- 
ism office. “I feel that the last 
great political figure whom we 
can took up to is gone . On the 
other hand;' it is also a good 
thing. One feete more free, be- 
cause in front of the present or 
future Chinese political leaders, 
I do .not feel the necessity of 
standing up on ceremony. 

Most people when asked ex- 
press a feelingof loss and sor- 
row, but not the sort of un- 
critical adulation that the offi- 


of the People and trans- 
mitted live on radio and televi- 
sion. The fimeral Committee 
has instructed party organisa- 
tions to organise “officials and 
the masses” to listen or watch. 

Afterwards, Mr Deng’s ash- 
es wifl be scattered at sea. Re- • 
gardless of whether this is what 
the family really warns,- it avoids 
the difficult questions of howto 
avoid a public ceremony getting 
out of handand whetbqsor not 
Mr&rag sboujd hkv^lrad a 
matisoflknn on tire inmetines as 
Chairman'Mao’s eyesore in the 
mddteofffiaminnen Square. 
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Solemn duty: Workers removing decorations for China's lunar new year In front of a flag flying at half-mast in Tiananmen Square Photograph: AFP 
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Win a BUPA Health Screen 


Plus a £30 discount 
for eyery reader 

BUPA has developed a new 
health assessment which is 
devised specifically to provide 
positive health programmes for 
men and women. Everyone has 
a comprehensive medics] screen 
involving over 40 tests giving 
an overview of your all round 
state of health and fitness. 
Then you wifl be assigned your 
own personal health adviser 
to help plan your own 
improvement programmes and 
action plans. 


BUPA Health Screens are 
designed not only to detect any 
health problems but also to 
emphasise the benefits and 
importance of a healthy lifestyle 
and how you can adneve it. 

BUPA is offering one 
lucky Independent reader a 
complementary Health Screen 
worth at least £340. In 
addition, til calleis will receive 
a £30 discount. 

To enter, simply dial the 
number below, answer the 
question on fine and leave your 
deteib, Call: 


0930 567 791 


OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 0800 616029 
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Kodak Gold 400 ISO 
24 Exposure Colour Print Film 

£3.99 each 
£7.98 for three 


TDK 3 hour Blank Video Tape 

£ 4 A 9 each 
£ 8.98 for three 
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Ready to go: John and Norma Major read breakfast menus on a train at King's Cross station, London, yesterday before travelling to the North East 
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Major plays 
long game 
for economy 
to rescue 
the Tories’ 
poll support 


Coffin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

A clear bint that John Major 
intends to play it long to give 
economic recovery a chance to 
rescue Conservative support 
was given yesterday by the 
Prime Minister in an election- 
eering tour in the North East. 

Talking up the recovery, Mr 
Major said it was becoming in- 
creasingly understood by peo- 
ple that Britain was outpacing 
other European countries, in- 
cluding France and Germany, 
and the evidence of the up-Lurn 
was in the high street. 

“How soon that translates it- 
self into votes we will have to 
wait and see," Mr Major said. 

“I think the British people 
will see the prospects opening 
up. I don’t think they will want 
to throw them away." 

He shrugged off suggestions 


that the Government would be 
unable to dose the gap between 
the recovery and its low show- 
ing in the opinion polls. “I have 
always thought you would see 
the full recovery of support 
when people actually have an 
election date, and people see a 
clear-cut decision before them. 

“It is at that stage people will 
sit back and think. Are things 
getting better for me? Are 
things getting better for the 
country? And do I wish to put 
that at risk?' As we come up to 
the election, that will become in- 
creasingly apparent." 

Mr Major last night told a 
business awards dinner on 
Teesside that the recovery was 
being felt across the country. 
“We really can hope that we are 
waving goodbye to the North- 
South divide," he added. 

His visit was partly aimed at 
exorcising a ghost left by Mar- 


garet Thatcher on her visit to 
Stockton after the 1987 gener- 
al election when she made her 
now famous “walk in the wilder- 
ness" at a derelict industrial site. 

Mr Major said he bad visited 
Stockton to highlight econom- 


ic recovery in the North East 
and the site on which Mrs 
Thatcher had tiptoed through 
broken bottles and long grass 
was now occupied by a univer- 
sity, 500 homes, a hotel, a wa- 
tersports centre, and the local 


commercial radio station, TFM, 
on which he did a half-hour 
phone-in show. 

Today Mr Major will issue a 
rallying cry to Tory supporters 
at a Birmingham rally. He will 
try to convince hard-pressed 


makes 
you look 
virile. 
The other 
proves it. 


party activists in the Midlands, 
where the marginal seals could 
hold the key to the election re- 
sult. that they can still win. 

The Prime Minister will also 
announce a major development 
of education policy, aimed at 
putting Labour on the defensive 
over grammar schools and nurs- 
ery vouchers. It could herald the 
introduction of vouchers for 
secondary education. 

His prime aim yesterday ap- 
peared to be to rally support 
among the faithful as the guest 
at a private party luncheon or- 
ganised by the millionaire fi- 
nancier. Sir John Hall, who 
was knighted by Margaret 
Thatcher, at his private estate 
in North Cleveland. Sir John, 
the charismatic chairman of 
Newcastle United Football 
Club, is also an important 
backer of the Conservative 




STUB 
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The 6 seat, 5 door Daihatsu Hijet MPV could be the answer. As well as bags of space for the family there's also plenty of space for bags. 
Not to mention twin sun roofs, a super-frugal engine and a 3 year/60,000 mile warranty. And all in a compact little body with the 
minuscule price of just £8,800 on the road. (Who says size is important?) For more information call us on 0800 521 700. THE HUET MPV. 


NO-NONSENSE VEHICLES. 


rOf mnro mloimjLion on I ho HitfL rjp’j ...ill ir*o or TOOT *31 ‘ot.. nf vend th.-, <oupor. Id DdihdlSu tnlorrndlujn Sernas. FREEPOST 5Q6. ijr.Cirth »JTm CT13 9 BA 

NAT.lt ADDFC..5 


TiCfclf UWJER IS □ .-URRENT VtHCTlE 


„ —.TEL 


MODEL 


vLAR 


IW 


Party but party officials insist- 
ed that the meeting for 300 in- 
vited voluntary workers was 
not a fund-raising event 

The PrimeMimster rejected 
as “the politics of abuse rather 
than reality", the accusation 
by Tony Blair that Mr Major was 
the prisoner of the Tory right on 
the single European currency. 
“Sometimes you have to stand 
out against other people in the 
European Union in the British 
interest" Mr Major said. And 
he recalled that Mrs Thatcher 
was isolated when she won 
Britain's rebate - further evi- 
dence that her ghosts have not 
been laid. 

There has been speculation 
that Mr Major could announce 
the date for the election today 
and government departments 
have been asked to clear the 
decks of legislation by the end 


of March. For example, the 
National Health Service Pri- 
mary Care B2i -agreement hav- 
ing been reached with the 
Bntish Medical Association - 
is being accelerated for royal as- 
sent by the end of next month. 

But Mr Major is likely to keep 
Mr Blair guessing a Utile longer 
although it appears clear he has 
1 May in his sights. The Prime 
Minister toured a re-training 
centre on Teesside but dose 
friends say be will not need re- 
training if he loses his job in May 
- he is content to go back to the 
City in the knowledge that he 
could not be blamed for defeat 

And he had advice for anyone 
wanting his job in his radio in- 
terview. He said being prime 
minister meant you “had to 
be able to go without sleep, 
another habit belonging to Bar- 
oness Thatcher, as die is now. 


Blair and Heseltine 
united over Europe 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Michael Heseltine and Tony 
Blair yesterday united in warn- 
ing against the dangers of 
Britain pulling out of the 
European Union- 

The deputy Prime Minister 
told a BBC Radio 5 phone-in: 
“I know people find this diffi- 
cult to believe, but I know we 
are gaming from the European 
partnership, and I know that to 
be outside it would be a disas- 
ter. You say rightly the econo- 
my is doing veiy well but I tell 
you, if we were in fact to prej- 
udice Britain’s position in 
Europe, you would find a very 
different situation.” 

The Labour leader said at a 
What the Papers Say award cer- 
emony, in London: “The 
Labour Party is dear that we do 
not want to leave the EU. For- 
mally, the Tbiy party agree. It 
is increasingly unclear, howev- 


er, whether that will hold." 

Mr Hesel tine’s acknowl- 
edgement of the risks involved 
in withdrawal suggests a grow- 
ing fear on the Tory left that the 
Euro-sceptics are setting the 
pace of policy. But as with Lord 
Howe's warning on Thursday - 
that the former deputy Prime 
Minister could not support a 
party that was “hostile" to the 
principle of a single currency - 
Mr Heseltine appeared to be 
warning that be is not going to 
surrender without a bitter fight. 

Mr Blair said: “They are ir- 
reversibly divided on Europe 
because a significant part of the 
Tory parly want to withdraw 
from the feu. No serious part 
of the Labour Party wants to 
withdraw.” 

On the single currency, the 
Labour leader said the options 
had to remain open for a “hard- 
headed assessment of Britain's 
national interest”; something 
that was also supposed to be the 


Government's position. 

Mr Blair said that if that pol- 
icy was being changed, then the 
Prime Minister “should spit it 
out ... But he should not cany 
on having it both ways, two 
faces, one in either direction. 
Inconsistent, unreliable, un- 
trustworthy". 

The image of a two-faced Mr 
Major is expected to be the 
theme of Labour’s latest pre- 
election poster campaign, to be 
launched by deputy leader. John 
Prescott, in Birmingham today. 

But Paddy Ashdown, the 
Liberal Democrats' leader, said 
last night: “The Conservative 
and Labour parties both treat 
the single currency like an em- 
barrassing relative no one wants 
to mention ... We believe that 
being part of a successful single 
currency would give Britain 
lower interest rates and lower 
inflation, and staying out would 
give Britain less inward invest- 
ment and less influence.” 


Labour spreads net 
with broad appeal 


Anthony Bevins 
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Nurses were yesterday offered 
a new Labour package to im- 
prove job security, working fles- 
ibility, and pay bargaining. 

But Chris Smith, Labour's 
health spokesman, told aMre- 
ing Tones, conference in West- 
minster that the party’s 
commitment to the 350,(XH) 
NH5 nurses was also a com- 
mitment to patients. 

That broadened appeal was 
also underlined by Tony Blair, 
when he was asked about a new 
Age Concern campaign to help 
the country’s 10 million pen- 
sioners. 

Launching the campaign, 
Sally Greengross, director gen- 
eral of Age Concern England, 
said: “All the political parties 
must grasp the nettle of the key 
issues affecting many older peo- 
ple - low income, paying for 
care, discrimination in health 
services to name but a few - and 
help ensure a dignified and en- 
joyable retirement." 

The message of the cam- 
paign is: “Age counts. Ten mil- 
lion older voters could make the 
difference." 

But the Labour leader com- 


Chris Smith: ‘Restoring nurses’ 
morale wffl benefit patients' 

mented later. “It is not a ques- 
tion of pensioners being an im- 
portant part of the electorate. 
They are an important part of 
the country, and we intend to 
govern for the benefit of the 
■whole country. 

He added: “We have put for- 
ward proposals to protect the 
basic pension, to offer greater 
protection to people with pri- 
vate pensions, to cut VAT on 
fuel, which is enormously im- 
portant to pensioners. But you 
must afco remember pensioners 
are ordinary citizens living in 
our community. 


“They care deeply about 
keeping inflation down, which 
we wfl] do, about rebuilding 
our NHS as an NHS, which we 
will do, and about dealing with 
crime.” 

Echoing that theme, Mr 
Smith said: “By listening to the 
needs of nurses, by offering 
them the support and encour- 
agement they deserve, and by 
allowing them to cany out the 
job for which they are trained, 
we vnll restore their morale and 
ensure that patients have the 
best care available." 

Mr Smith’s “new deal” for 
nurses included: a replacement 
of the “current shambles” of en- 
forced local pay negotiation 
with a national system of bar- 
gaining that linked fairness and 
local flexibility; and action to 
tackle the high turnover rate of 
nurses - up from 13 per cent to 
22 per cent in the three years 
to 1995-96. 

Gerald Malone, the Health 
Minister, responded: “Mr 
Smith is long on concern, but 
short on commitment. He still 
refuses to match the Govern- 
ment’s pledge of real increases 
in health spending throughout 
the next five years." 
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HONEST, 
DOES THIS SOUND 
LIKE A DIESEL? 

The sluggish acceleration. The dreaded engine rattle. The lack of refinement. Where are these standard features of any diesel to 
be found on the Rover 400? Nowhere, according to Diesel Gar Magazine’s review. Instead they found all the usual Rover comforts, 
plus rattling good performance. Without the tattling, of course. Call 0345 186 186, or contact your local Rover dealer, for a test drive. 
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Ghosts of battles 
past return to 
torment the 

Russian bear 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

At the start of Sergey Eisen- 
stein’s epic 1938 SlmAlexander 
Nevsky, one of the prince's sub- 
jects 'asks why he doesn't do 
something to shake off the 
yoke of the Mongol overlords 
to whom the Russian princes, 
overrun in 1238. paid tribute. 
“We will deal with them in 
time”, he says. "But first, we 
have a greater enemy to defeat. 
The Nemtsy [Germans]." 

Prince Alexander meant in- 
vaders from the west - the 
Swedes, whom he defeated in 
1240. and the Teutonic knights, 
against whom he fought the 
great battle on the ice of the riv- 
er Neva - hence his title - in 
1242. Eisenstein’s film was 
made as a warning and as 
preparation for impending war 
against Germany. But that 
scene provided a neat summa- 
ry of a very Russian preoccu- 
pation: the fear of encirclement, 
and of war against two enemies 
- or three, or four - at once. 

That recurring fear has resur- 
faced as the Russian bear puts 
up a steei-shod paw against 


Nato enlargement. When so en- 
circled. Russia always rates the 
West as its most formidable op- 
ponent. 

In October, the former na- 
tional security adviser, Alexan- 
der Lebed, met General Klaus 
Naumann. the Chairman of 
Nate's Military Committee, and 
told him Russia had security 
concerns in three areas. The first 
was the West, by which he 
meant Nato, and potential Nato 
members - especially Poland - 
and Ukraine, which has no in- 
tention of joining Nato. The sec- 
ond was the south-west - the 
Middle East, and the third was 
the south - Iran and Afghan- 
istan. He did not mention Chi- 
na specifically, but the East 
has been a frequent concern and 
may become one again. And 
bearing in mind that any strate- 
gic attack by the United States, 
with bombers or missiles, could 
come over the North Pole. Rus- 
sia feels surrounded. 

The countiy's darkest hours 
were in the Middle Ages and in 
1918-1920. In the 13th century 
the Russian principalities were 
attacked by Danes, Swedes. 
Poles, Germans and Hungarians 


from the west and by Mongols 
from the east. After the Russ- 
ian revolution of 1917, the area 
controlled by the Bolshevik gov- 
ernment shrank to much the 
same area as the medieval prin- 
cipality of Muscovy. Germans 
occupied Ukraine: the British, 
French and Americans attacked 
in the north: and the British also 
in the south, where the anti-rev- 
olutionary White Guards were 
concentrated, and the Japanese 
landed in the Far East These at- 
tacks were uncoordinated, inept, 
and soon pushed back. 

The memory of these com- 
paratively recent foreign inter- 
ven dons is raw. and relevant, to 
modern Russians. Most relevant 
of all is the surprise attack by 
Germany - until 22 June 1941 
a formal ally of the Soviet 
Union - which, in six months, 
overran an area equivalent to 
that conquered by Alexander 
the Great Anyone who doubts 
that relevance should remem- 
ber the Russian response when 
it was proposed to put Russian 
officers in Nato headquarters as 
a confidence-building measure. 
"We had officers in the Wehr- 
tnacht headquarters in 1941”, 



said a Russian coloneL “Look 
where that got us.” 

At its greatest extent, the 
Russian or Soviet Empire oc- 
cupied about a sixth of the 
earth’s land surface. Until 1867. 
the Russian empire traversed 
three continents and went more 
than half way round the world 
- Alaska, sold to the US for a 
song, was Russian. Russia itself 


still covers one eighth of the 
land surface of the world. It also 
has about 12,000 nuclear war- 
heads. 

Why should such a country 
feel encircled? Since the Sovi- 
et break-up, Russian intellec- 
tuals have resurrected Sir 
Halford Mackinder’s idea of the 
“heartland”, and the historian's 
famous proposition that control 


of eastern Europe was crucial 
to control of the heartland. 
Furthermore, “those who rule 
the Heartland dominate the 
World Island [Eurasia]; those 
who rule the World Island dom- 
inate the world”. But that very 
central position makes Russia 
vulnerable to isolation by 
oceanic powers who want to 
seize the rim of the world island. 


Russia's traditional response 
to encirclement has been to di- 
vide potential enemies, and to 
push them further away. The 
main force behind the devel- 
opment of the Soviet navy from 
the 1960s seems to have been 
that having pushed the “enemy” 
as far away as it could on land, 
the Soviets then had to pusb it 
further still. As a large part of 


the “threat" came from US 
aircraft carriers and US, British 
and French ballistic-missile fir- 
ing submarines, they wanted to 
push that further away, loo. 

Madeleine AibrighL the new 
US secretary oF stale, is riving 
to reassure the Russians that 
Naio enlargement is not u 
threat. Given the history of the 
past 750 years, she has’ a hard 
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Albright thaws out 
the Moscow chill 


PhD Reeves 

Moscow 


The US Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright, flew out of 
Moscow last night after striking 
up a suiprisingly amicable re- 
lationship with the Russians, 
without making much progress 
ia overcoming their fierce ob- 
jections to the expansion of 
Nato. 

As she left for the Asian leg 
of her high-speed nine-capiial 
tour, Russia continued to hold 
out for a legally-binding char- 
ter governing its relationship 
with an enlarged Alliance, in- 
cluding a promise that no nu- 
clear weapons will be stationed 
on the sod of new members. 

Although Mrs Albright spoke 
of making “important progress” 
in her crucial first meeting as US 
Secretaiy of Slate with the 
Russian Foreign Minister, 
Yevgeny Primakov, it was clear 
that no agreement had been 
reached on a number of key is- 


sues during her 24-hour trip. 

Although Mr Primakov cora- 
plimeoiedthe talks as “fruitful”, 
he said that Russia was “stfil 
negatively disposed” to Naio’s 
growth, although it was “doing 
everything we can conceivably 
think of in order to minimalise 
the negative consequences." 

However, the arrival of the 
Albright express in Moscow 
produced little of the fury that 
has recently emanated out of 
Moscow with every mention of 
Nato’s plans to move towards 
Russia's borders, an issue that 
many believe threatens stabili- 
ty in Russia. Significantly, a 
generally amicable relationship 
appears to have grown up be- 
tween Ms Albright and Mr Pri- 
makov - in contrast to the chill 
that hung over his dealings 
with Vfoiren Christopher, her 
predecessor. 

Although Naio has said it will 
go ahead with its expansion 
plans without an agreement 
with Russia it would prefer to 


strike an accord before the 
Madrid summit in July, when it 
will stan the process of admit- 
ting new members - probably, 
the Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Poland. 

This will be no easy task. Al- 
though Russia can do little to 
stop Naio expansion, it wants to 
extract the best terms possible. 
Mr Primakov yesterday reiter- 
ated Moscow's demand that 
any charter with Naio should be 
ratified by ihe Alliance’s mem- 
ber parliaments, and should 
include a no-nukes pledge. “Ms 
Albright confirmed the fact 
that there is no intention to de- 
ploy nuclear weapons on the ler- 
riloiy of the countries in Central 
and East Europe. We feel that 
that should be reflected in the 
document," he said. 

But Nato is not willing to place 
itself in a position where it can 
never deploy nuclear weapons in 
the region in future. And that, 
say Russians, means that Cold 
Wit sentiments live on. 
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RFC ATT, 

TESCO CHOCOLATE SWIRL 400g 
TESCO CHOCOLATE SPREAD 325g 
TESCO CHOCOLATE SPREAD 200g 

Tesco has identified a contamination 
problem with the above products. 

Some Tesco Chocolate Spreads may have 
traces of nut due to a cross contamination at 
our manufacturers. 

As a precaution, Tesco Chocolate Spreads 
have been withdrawn from sale. 

Customers who have bought Tesco Chocolate 
Spreads and are concerned that they, or 
members of their family, may be allergic to nuts 
are requested to return the product to any 
Tesco store where a full refund will be given. 

Our manufacturers have reviewed their 
procedures and undertaken a full investigation. 

Tesco apologises for the inconvenience this 
may cause and assures customers of our care 
and commitment to the highest standards of 
food safety and quality. 

Free customer helpline 

0800 505555 
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lotoncu diodes parties 


Caro fine Smith 

Reuters 

Belgrade - Serbia’s opposition 
coaBtion, which won a three- 
month battle with the ruling So- 
cialists over control of 
Belgrade's city council, elected 
Democratic rarty leader Zoran 
pjindjic as mayor yesterday. 

Mr Djmdjic was the only 
candidate and was elected with 
68 votes to loud applause in the 
chamber. He took over the 
chair of the assembly session 
within minutes of die vote be- 
ing announced, ending the So- 
cialists’ 50-year gripton power 
in the city. -\ 

The three-party Zsjedno (Tb~ 
gether) coalition forced Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic’s 
Socialists to recognise its gains 
in-local elections held in No- 
vember with daily street 
protests, which involved half a 
million people at their height. 

Zajedno called off the 
protests when the Socialists fi- 
nally agreed to recognise its 


election victories hot leaders say 
two key goals remain to be xdcL 

They want Mr Milosevics 
government to free up the 
country’s beavjty-amtraDedTne- 
dia and create faircoaditions fn r 
parliamentary and presidential 
elections due later this year. 

The coalition sow has the 
majority in Belgrade, with 69 
seats out of liOon the council, 
though Socialists still control 
both die Serbian and Yugoslav 
g o v ernm ents. .The opposition 
faces an aphis struggle in Bel- 
grade, inheriting power in a city 
that has little money to pay for 
badly-needed reforms. 

Before the vote, Mr Djmdjic 
told the assembly that the two 
main objectives of the new dfy 
government would be to mod- 
ernise the administration and to 
make it publicly accountable. 

“We shall try in principle 
and in the long term to resolve 
the problem of Belgrade. We 
are aware wewfll not have the 
support of other bodies in Ser- 
bia, but we will have the support 


of citizens with whose help we 
were brought here." he said. 

Radical Party leader Vqjislav 
Sese§» and other members ofhis 
party, opposed Mr Djindjic’s 
election as mayor because of 
convictions for petty theft of a 
book. They also said students of 
Belgrade University, who are 
still demonstrating daily for 
the. removal of their rector, 
were under Mr Djindjic’s 
control 

Latcaryesterday, the coalition 
was due to remewe a five-point- 
ed Communist star from the 
Belgrade Parliament building 
and a rally was planned for 
830pm to celebrate. 

But one of Zajedno's co- 
leaders. Vuk Draskovic, de- 
manding the coalition radically 
<han^ its programme before be 
agreed to attend. “Pledges, fire- 
works, trumpets and drums, 
spectacle and strong words 
stand in stark contrast ... to the 
grim reality of Belgrade and the 
whole of Serbia,” his Serbian 
Renewal Movement said 



Night landing: The Space Shuttle Discovery making a rare return in darkness to base at Kennedy space Center, Cape Canaveral, Florida, early 
yesterday; after a 10-day mission that included fhre spacewalks to refurbish the Hubble space telescope Photograph: Chris PMeara/AP 


No cheap thrills in a gastronomic nirvana 


» L \ ■ 


'Within two minutes' ^alkof our 
front door, there art five bak- 
eries, three butchers three spe- 
cialist cheese shop* one fish- 
monger, two gresngrocers, . 
three general stons and one 
small supermarketA little far- 
ther away is the Pocelet-Bayen 
food market, replied to be 
one of the best in’aris. 

There is nothieg exception- 
ally wealthy, or geedy, about 
our quarter. A stniJar constel- 
lation of spedalii, famDy-nm 
shops exists withf strolling dis- 
tance of most pices hr Paris. 

All of these stops (save the 
scruffy little supermarket) have 
beautiful display of the highest 
quality food. T«e daily kalei- 
doscope of phnp fruit and 
vegetables at tfc greengrocers 
on the comefresembles the 


competition stand at a country 
fair. The butcher in the next 
street, who makes bis own pfites 
and terriues, wig lovingly oqiiain 
the difference between a sauds- 
son (moist) and a sauassc(dry). 
There is no finer aesthetic ex- 
perience in Paris - forget the 
Louvre and theMusto d’Onay 
-than to walk into efhmagerie 
and savour the conflicting aro- 
mas of a few of the 400-odd 
types of French cheese. . . 

But these are not cheap 
thrills. On arrival in France, fike 
most British people we were 
paralysed by food price-sticker 
shock. The disparities are nar- 
rowing with the rise in sterling 
but shopping for food in fiance 
remains cripplingly expensive 
compared with Britain. 

Nfywfe, Margaret, had shop- 


ping in London off to a fine, in- 
vestigative art In Paris, she was 
devastated to have to pay 75p for 
a lettuce after I9p in London. 
A chicken in Pans might cost 
£430, compared with £2.95 in 
London. Two baguettes come to 
just under £1, compared with 
27p for a Samsbuiy’s sliced 
loaf, equivalent in bulk though 
no contest in taste. Tfao litres of 
milk in Paris cost £1.25. rather 
than 89pm London. Some veg- 
etables and fruit are compara- 
ble in price with Britain, wine 
is substantially cheaper. 

.-Convinced that, however 
^>od they might be, we were be- 
ing ripped off by the neigh- 
bourhood shops, we tried the 
market, then the supermarkets 
in the suburbs, then the vast hy- 
permarkets, as large as airport 


PARIS DAYS 


terminals, in the provinces. The 
price differences were tiny, hi 
many cases, the figures were sus- 
piciously similar. 

There are occasional price 
promotions but in Fiance, the 

? rice of fish is the price of fish. 

r oo can shop around for qual- 
ity but looking for bargains 
saves only centimes. Overall, 
Margaret estimates that shop- 
ping to feed five people in Pans 
costs £450 a month - com- 
pared with £320 in London. 

Part of the difference can be 
explained by the fact that food 
is taxed in France - at a mini- 
mum of 18 per cent - and not 
in Britain. But what of the 


rest? Are we not supposed to be 
in a single European market 
with common farm prices? Why 
is food in France so expensive? 

Thebroad and easy answer is 
that France is a regulated, pro- 
ducer - and retailer-led, not a 
market - and consumer-led 
economy. Although the large Ay- 
permardies have undercut the 
small artisan food shops in 
some provincial towns, the price 
of food seems in mysterious 
ways, and maybe not so myste- 
rious ways, to be pegged with- 
in certain limits. Jacques Chirac, 
when be was mayor of Paris, for- 
bade large supermarkets from 
entering the city. 


The French consumer toler- 
ates this state of affairs because 
- when it comes to food - 
France is a qualify, not a price- 
led culture. There must how- 
ever, be many working wives on 
limited incomes in the suburbs 
who would love to be able oc- 
casionally to walk into a Salis- 
bury's and buy a tin of cheap 
baked beans. On the other 
hand, we could ask a different 
question. Why is food in Britain 
so cheap? The French gain 
something from having expen- 
sive food. What do we Jose from 
having such cheap food? 

On a brief visit to England 
this week, I was under orders to 
go to Sainsbury’s to buy a life- 
time’s supply of tea-bags 
(French love of qualify does not 
extend to tea). Walking around 


the aisles, I was afflicted by re- 
verse culture shock. Yes, every- 
thing was cheap compared with 
Ranee. But where were the 
rows of sausages and cooked 
meats? The banks of vegetables? 
Instead, there seemed to be an 
aisle each for biscuits, baked 
beans and pet food. 

By forcing down producer 
and processor margins, the 
large UK supermarket chains 
haw cut the price of food shop- 
ping in Britain. They have also 
enormousfy increased then- 
market share and driven scores 
of smaller rivals out of business. 

A recent survey of UK super- 
markets by the Epicurean World 
Master Chefs Society com- 
plains that the qualify of food of- 
fered in supermarkets chains in 
Britain, is atrocious. Good qual- 


ify foods exists there, the chefs 
say, but obsesses) with price and 
market store has driven it out 
of super-markets. Much was 
the same in America. I recall, 
where food was even cheaper 
but the qualify even lower. 

Here, then, is a great co- 
nundrum for the market ideol- 
ogists and the dirigiste social 
planners alike. A relatively con- 
trolled economy like France 
produces an alimentary cornu- 
copia; but no easy escape from 
high prices for poorer families. 
A “free” economy like the UK 
or the US produces cheap food 
of poor quality and limited 
choice, save 400 kinds of bis- 
cuits, or 400 kinds of peanut but- 
ter, all of which taste the same. 

John Lichfield 
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The Rev 

Michael Hollings 


“Bless This Mess!" The sign, in 
huge black Gothic, swung on an 
Anglepoise over the desk. 

As desks go. this desk was less 
messy than most; a mass of 
sprawling files, running corre- 
spondence. refugee stationery, 
a surface busy with work in 
progress. Next to it, however, an 
the floor, by the chair with the 
bunting stuffing, by the box of 
very miscellaneous bottles, lay 
a heap of books collapsed like 
the victims of some unimagin- 
able natural disaster, a sea of 
pamphlets and paper so deep 
that from month to month their 
surface hardly rustled. Clothes 
hung on the door. A sleeping 
bag lay on a sofa which had long 
seen better days. This was the 
room in which' Father Michael 
Hollings, Roman Catholic 
parish priest of St Mary of the 
Angels, Bayswater, lived and 
worked and slept and prayed. 

His Netting H31 neighbour 
Father Francis Wahle described 
Hollings as “a near saint". His 
most vocal parishioner, the 
journalist ftiul Johnson, called 
him “the best parish priest 1 
have ever come across". Holl- 
ings was the “open house" 
priest who lived a famously as- 
cetic life and turned no one 
away, the priest of the Notting 
Hill Carnival whose physical 
presence could still a riot, the 
man who first brought Mother 
Teresa’s nuns to England. 

In 1975, when Cardinal 
Heenan died, Hollings was 
ahead of Basil Hume in the bet- 
ting to succeed as Archbishop 
of Westminster. Instead, he 
wrote a torrent of books, sat on 
committees on all subjects from 
the press to race relations, and 
devoted himself with a pas- 
sionate concentration to the 
particular needs of his parish. 

Hollings's passion could not 
be suppressed. He quoted St Ig- 
natius - “I think tiie greatest 
battle in life is against self”; and 
his struggle to impose order on 
his private chaos was an obvi- 
ous thread in his development 
- obvious, impressive ana what 
made him immediately sympa- 
thetic and accessible. On the 
one hand, he had extraordinary 
gifts as a listener, a close focus 
and an ability to deliver accu- 
rate advice - always what to do 
next: on the other, a brisk im- 
patience which was as bracing 
as it could be alarming; “Press 
on," he would say. “Press on." 


Michael Hollings was bom in 
1921, in Camberiey, the son of 
Lt-Cdr Richard Hollings, an 
Anglican whose family built 
churches in Yorkshire and 
wouldn't allow a Catholic in 
the house (bis mother, Nina 
Hollings, was the eccentric sis- 
ter of the formidable Dame 
Ethel Smyth), and Molly, u£e 
Hamilton-Dalrymple, a Cath- 
olic and a Scot descended, 
interestingly, from a Cardinal, 
Thomas Weld, whose father 
gave Stooyhurst to the Society 
of Jesus. 

Michael's father died of tu- 
berculosis when he was six. 
leaving his mother to bring up 
three children on her own. He 
was educated by the Jesuits at 
Beaumont College (which he 
hated) and at 17, as war broke 
out, talked hims elf into Oxford, 
where he spent two years at the 
then St Catherine’s Society, 
before attending Sandhurst and 
being commissioned in the 
Coldstream Guards. He spent 
four years in North Africa and 
Italy, and was awarded the Mil- 
itary Cross in 1943, for “devo- 
tion to duty" during a night 
attack on Long Stop Hill, Tunis, 
on 22/23 December 1942. He 
was still 20. 

The citation records: 

Daring the whole engagement, as on 
all previous occasions, this officer 
showed outstanding powers of lead- 
ership. Towards the end of the Ggbt- 
ing he was shot through the throat 
but made no effort to obtain med- 
ical treatment and continued to car- 
ry out bis duties until, as pan of the 
plan of action, be had disengaged his 
ratoon horn the enemy. The Platoon 
then had to march for some miles, 
during which time he kept insisting 
that nis injury was of no conse- 

S ience. When later he reported to 
e Regimental Aid Post and was 
evacuated, it was found that his 
wound was of the gravest nature and 
must have caused nim great pain for 
many hours. A major operation was 
at once necessary to save his life. 

In 1945 he was posted to 
Palestine, and it was here, after 
five years of unbelief, that Ma- 
jor Hollings MC, on guard duty 
in the Holy Land, decided he 
wanted to be a priest. He went 
to see his chaplain, who re- 
monstrated, “But you don't 
even go to Mass!" Hollings 
said that wasn't the point. He 
wanted to help people. 

Helping people remained 
consistently his mission. Pri- 
vately, he established for him- 
self, in the four years he spent 
training at the Beda College in 





Rome, 1946-50, “a life which put 
most of the weight onprayer 
and penance”, as he affirms in 
his book Living Priesthood 
(1977). “I made a bedtime for 
myself, introduced sleeping on 
the floor and getting up to pray 
in the middle of the night." He 
took to the regime of the mag- 
num silentium, he fell the lure 
of the monastery; he did his pre- 
ordination retreat with the 
Trappists at Ire Fontane, out- 
side Rome. Prayer became the 
pivot, the still centre of his life, 
and a subject to which he re- 
turned repeatedly in his writing 
and broadcasting. Everyone 
should pray, he said; pray as you 
walk. Priests themselves should 
be “pools of prayer- serene and 
available". 

At Rome he laid the foun- 
dations of a deep and enduring 
friendship with his first cousin 
Jock Dahymple, his junior by 
seven years, later University 
Chaplain at St Andrews and 
himself a considerable writer. In 
time they were to take the idea 
of availability a stage further. 
The “open house" policy which 
they would each practise, 
Hollings in Southall, west Lon- 
don, and then in Bayswater, 
Dalrymple in Restalrig, Edin- 
burgh. was radical. A priest, said 
Hollings, should be Christ-like; 
there should be no distance be- 
tween him and his people. His 
house should be open to afl 
comers, he should share his 
food, his space, his all. 

This was not then usual pol- 
icy among Catholic clergy in 
Britain; nor popular, nor safe; 
nor, indeed is it now. Michael 
Hollings welcomed “street 
women” (as he called prosti- 
tutes) and “men of the road" as 
be would welcome his friend the 
Duke of Norfolk. He was no re- 
specter of persons; or, to put it 
another way, he was an ex- 
tremely unusual respecter of 
persons. 

His first posting as a priest 
was in Soho. He spent four years 
as a chaplain at Westminster 
Cathedral (a penance; he 
couldn’t bear the ceremonial) 
and a year as assistant chaplain 
at London University, when in 
reality he was unpaid Religious 
Adviser to ATV, before his first 
substantial appointment, as Ro- 
man Catholic Chaplain to Ox- 
ford University. Here he 
knocked down the Nissen hut 
he had inherited and engaged 







r .. ' 4 



.. / 71 .- .1 


."1 


The *open house* priest; HoUings at a service (Turing tbe Netting Hffl Carnival 


Ahrends, Burton & Koralek to 
design the versatile building 
which is the Catholic Chaplaincy 
today. Hollings spent 11 years 
at Oxford, enjoying its collegiate 
hubbub, before asking to be 
moved. He was offered St 
Anselm's. Southall. 

Both Southall, where he 
spent eight years, and Bayswa- 
ter. where he spent nearly 19. 
were complicated, multi-racial 
parishes. It was in the context 
of tbe predominantly Asian 
community of Southall that 
Hollings persuaded Mother 
Teresa to found a house there 
for her Missionaries of Chari- 
ly, only the second house in Eu- 
rope after that in Rome, and he . 
and she remained close for the 
rest of his days. For Notting 
Hill's West Indian dominated 
annual carnival, St Mary of the 
Angels had its own float and 
Hollingp assumed the role of 
peacemaker, notably as a. ne- 
gotiator with' ftepofioG. In the .■ 
carnival’s trouDled'1980S- .■ 

■ 
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Michael Hollings was an in- 
spiration to generations of 
priests and would-be priests as 
much as to the vagabonds, 
grandees and straightforward 
parishioners who made free 
with his presbytery. He made 
enemies; but he had a legion of 
friends across the world - his 
larger parish - to whom he was 
counsellor, touchstone, guide. 

His various comkdictidm; 
were his strength. He was tall 
large-nosed, somewhat patrician 
in voice and manner; out quite 
without the caricature snob- 
beries of the metropolitan 
Catholic priest. He had streaks 
ctf real vanity: but was possessed 
. of an astonishing humility. His 
insistence on pemtentiaily ear- 
ly rising could make him dan- 
gerously bad-tempered; but he 
had a sweetness and humour, a 
boyish grin, which disarmed. He 
was shy and abhorred small talk; 
bat ane-io-one was eyefeupobs,. 
.-even eloquent. H&' publish&d-; 
writing are hist andjurious.de- , 


liberate!)' workaday rather than 
polite or polished; his homilies, 
on the other hand, were rich, 
pertinent and compelling. 

One London priest discerns 
vividly two sides to Hollings: a 
holiness, the radical holiness of 
foe 19th-century Cure d'Ars, the 
model of a diocesan priest lead- 
ing a life of severe obedience; 
and an impetuosity, the mav- 
erick impetuosity with scant 
respect for church structures 
and orders, of an original, of a 
prophet. Hollings looked to 
intercommunion, ordination of 
women, rethinking of the 
Church's position on homo- 
sexuals, on remarriage, on cler- 
ical celibacy. He treated each 
issue, as he treated each person, 
open-mindedly on its merits. 

Forsixofthelast IS months 
of his life Hollings was banished 
from his room in the great 
.. St Mar^of 

! ; 1857. In Scp- 
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World published allegations 
that. 25 years previously, a 
young man, “John", had been 
molested by Hollings while 
staying at St Anselm's. Nothing 
came of the allegations and a 
year ago this week Hollings was 
triumphantly reinstated. When 
Cardinal Hume announced the 
return of their priest at the 
parish Mass, the congregation 
spontaneously applauded. 

It was not. however, his final 
test- For another four of those 
months, his last months, HoHings 
was in hospital, fighting an in- 
fection in his foot complicated 
by diabetes. He endured these 
hideous travails with the same 
stoicism that he had showed 54 
years earlier at Long Shot Hilt 
but now with a new serenity. The 
battle with self was nearly over. 

“Life,” Michael Hollings 
wrote in Living Priesthood, "has 
been like a tightrope ■walk, a bal- 
ancing between that obedience 
which authority accepted and an 
obedience which seems almost 
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Christopher Driver was perhaps 
Britain's most percipient writer 
about matters of food and drink 
in the last three decades, and 
editor of The Good Food Guide 
from 1970 to 1981 He described 
himself as one who owed “most 
of his tastes in food, drink ait and 
apparel to the sedate professional 
class in which he was brought 
up” but he never fell victim 
to self-delusion and was more 
open to prospects of novelty and 
adventure than most of us. 

He was born in 1932, the son 
of a doctor living in south In- 
dia. His father eventually retired 
into the book trade, running a 
shop in the Dorset town of 
Shaftesbury which Christopher 
Driver continued to manage un- 
til its sale a couple of years ago. 
He was educated at the Drag- 
on School, Oxford, at Rugby, 
where he was head boy, and 
at Christ Church. Oxford, 
where he read Greats. Classics, 
particularly Latin, were the 
ever-present bedrock (and oc- 
casional volcanic peak) of his 
complicated, but always logical. 


prose style. It now seems 
inevitable that one classical 
scholar, Raymond Postgate, 
should have ensured his suc- 
cession at The Good Food 
Guide by another. 

A conscientious objector. 
Driver undertook his National 
Service after Oxford in the 
Friends Ambulance Unit an or- 
ganisation that embraced both 
religious and intellectual non- 
conformity in a peculiarly 
British, albeit internationalist, 
style. A perfect niche, in fact, for 
Driver, who later acknowledged 
its role in his gastronomic ed- 
ucation. Another pillar of 
British taste at that time, 
George Perry-Smith, of the 
Hole in the Wall restaurant in 
Bath (perhaps The Good Food 
Guide's favourite, if ever it 
could have been less than im- 
partial), was also transmuted 
from Cambridge graduate to 
cook by the solvent of the FAU. 

Driver joined the Liverpool 
Daily Post in 1958 to leant the 
craft of journalism, moving to 
the Manchester Guardian in 



Driven galvanic effect 

1960, where he remained, with 
intermissions, until his death. 
From 1964 to 1968 he was fea- 
tures editor, then, after his stint 
with The Good Food Guide, he 
returned to edit the first week- 
ly page devoted to food and 
drink in any national newspa- 
per, from 1984. Latterly, he 
shared responsibility for obitu- 
aries. Driver's cast of mind - 
clever, knowledgeable, sardon- 


ic and not .a flated&nissive of. 
the sacred cow of the estab- 
lishment - seemed perfectly 
attuned to that of the Guardian. 

He had been informally in- 
volved in the bourgeois democ- 
racy of The Good Food Guide 
since it was sold in 1963 to the 
Consumers’ Association by its 
founder Raymond Postgate, who 
continued as its editor. Begun by 
Postgate in response to some ar- 
ticles he had written in 1949 
about the awfulness of British 
catering, it was harbinger of the 
whole process of British con- 
sumerism: tbe middle classes 
telling each other how to mas- 
ter the confidence tricksters of 
commerce and reporting their 
successes on thousands of little 
forms that were converted into 
a publishable annual. 

Driver’s appointment as suc- 
cessor to Posigate in 1970 was 
in fact unexpected, another 
having been groomed for the 
editors chair, but he soon set 
about revitalising the guide, 
profiting from the acute guid- 
ance and information provided 


by its chief inspector^ ABeen 
Hall/ ‘ 

The British catering trade has 
never liked criticism. In 1970. 
except for the GFG. there was 
none: merely slavish reports of 
freebies by impecunious jour-, 
nalists anxious to fill space, or 
very poor guides that took the 
trade at its own valuation. Even 
Postgate's guide tended to the 
gentle. Driver had none of it. 
Disregarding that aspect of 
restauration and hotel-keeping 
that has more to do with theatre 
and entertainment than good 
cooking, and is more concerned 
with profit and charges than val- 
ue, be did away with scores of 
hitherto unblemished entries; 
excoriated many which re- 
mained with intelligent prose 
which exposed the soft belly of 
their cupidity and the vain pre- 
tensions of' their customers; 
and included with gusto and 
near-apostolic zeal Indian, Chi- 
nese and other ethnic restau- 
rants which had hitherto been 
thought beneath a linen-and- 
ciystal gourmand's notice. 


The . effect was galvanic. In 
1978. the fancy end of the busi- 
ness combined (for once) to 
launch letters to the Tunes, 
meetings with the Consumers’ 
Association, and constant abuse 
from its lackeys in the trade 
press. With hindsight. Driver 
was right, and they were very 
wrong. Without his barbs, ana 
they could be difficult to extract 
from a bleeding, bloated limb, 
the customer would have been 
less well served than he was. 

He was less than happy with 
the populist turn that both the 
Consumers’ Association and 
the guide were to adopt after bis 
departure (whkfa to foe outsider 
seemed prompted by a certain 
decline m sales, mostly due to 
the Thaicher-Howe slump), but 
he was able to state his view of 
things with impressive clarity 
in The British at Table 1940- 
1980 (1983), a history of our 
food habits that seems almost 
impossible to fault for its 
careful analysis and exquisite 
phrasing. 

His love of food - and his en- 


thusiasm at the sight of good 
food and wine was quite infec- 
tious- was balanced by a strong 
sense of faith: nonconformist, 
independent This had to be one 
reason for his disliking the gra- 
tuitous display that seemed in- 
extricable from haute cuisine. He 
was a board member of Chris- 
tian Aid (1972-84). He wrote his 
first book in 1962,-4 Future for 
Free Churches ; and revisited 
his non-violent past in The Dis- 
aimers (1964), about CND. In 
1968 he took leave of absence 
to study universities in The Ex- 
ploding University. Latterly, he 
wrote more about music ( Mu- 
sic for Love , 1994) which im- 
passioned him (two of his three 
daughters arc professional 
musicians) and social history 
(ftpys or Table, with Michelle 
Berriedale-Johnson, 1984). His 
last book, published only the 
month before he died, was John 
Evelyn, Cook, which is his 
transcription of Evelyn the di- 
arist's own recipe book, never 
before printed. He ended with 
a flurry of activity, a new volume 


s of mor- 
ion 


of poems, Sfrjk«!, and an 
orchestration ofKchubert. 

Recent year! had been 
dogged by a stroll that he suf- 
fered while waHdifc in the Lake 
District in 19S7. tnd the sub- 
sequent discover* of a brain 
tumour in 1995. Tin did not im- 
pair his faculties, ilough mak- 
ing his prose moref onvolutcd 
than ever it had belt. Hi 
tinued to enjoy any 4ms of mor- 
dant wit, fine wine.trier 
and food, while with 3L- ik 
care of his wife Marfa re 
survives him, he Vai 
concerts at WigmL-c 
until the last. 1 


Christopher Prvut Drhm: 
and broadcaster bom /D 
her J932; Reporter, Ck 
1960-64, Features Eduor V 
Food and Drink Editor A 
Personal Pugp Co-Editor 4 
consultant 1 994-97; Edin 
Good Fbod Guide 7S| 
married 1958 Margaret i 
(three daughters); died L 
IS February 1997, 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

HARRISON: On 11 Fehruarv io 
Michael and Fiona, a darting daugh- 
ter. Clara Anne, a much-wanted 
sister fur Ellen and Nicholas. 
T.WEUNE ! VLESSINC: On IS Feb- 
ruary. to Suzaima and Marc, a son. 
Milo James Vkssujg. 

WATSON: Rupert and Sallv (nee 
Banks | jovially announce the birth of 
Tabilha Miranda Rosie on ID FvtVU- 
jiy at 8.45pm. 

DEATHS 

MARTIN: On 111 February, suddralv in 
France. Mkluci Anthony, of Wod- 
hurM. much-lowd partner <4 Jennet 
and the beloved son of Beverly and 
William. Requiem Man has taken 
place. 

Announcements Cur Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
AdopttMS, Marriages. Deaths. Memo- 
rial Marvins, Wedding anujvwrariei. lu 
Memorisml should be sen( in writing 
to the Gazette Effitoc, Hie Independent. 
1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf, Lon- 
don EI4 5DL. telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (24-hour answering machine 
0171-293 2012) or faxed to 0171*293 
2010, and are charged at £&50 a tine 
(VAT extra). 



Birthdays 

TODAY: The Duke of Beaufort, an 
dealer, 69; Mr Jermyn Brooks, chair- 
man, Price Waterhouse Europe, 58; 
Mr Jim Cousins MP, 53; Lady Dig- 
by, former chairman. Southern Re- 
gional Advisory Board, 63; Lord 
Ezra, former chairman. Coal Board, 
78: Mr Peter Fonda, actor. 57; Mr 
Frank Gerstenbcig. Principal, 
George Watson's College, 56; Miss 
Sylvie Guillem, ballerina. 32; Mrs 
Maureen Hicks, former MP, 49; Mr 
Nicholas Kenyon, Controller. BBC 
Radio 3, 46; Mr John Lewis. Head 
Master. Eton College, 55: Mr Anion 
Mosimann. chef, 50: Mr Manindale 
Sidwelt, conductor and organist. 81; 
Lord Tligendhai. chairman. Abbey 
National. 60; Mr David Ward, former 
President of the Law Society, 6ft The 
Right Rev Dom Aelred Wat kin, for- 
mer Abbot of Glastonbury, 79. 

TOMORROW: The Right Rev 
Jonathan Bailey, Bishop of Derby, 57; 
Miss Inge Bernstein, drarit judge, 66; 
Sir Wiliam Blackburns, High Court 
judge. 53; Professor Eric Buyfand. 
biochemist, 92; Mr Brian Close, for- 
mer England cricket captain. 66; Dr 
Lionel Da leers, former Director, 
Royal School of Church Music, 73; 
Mr Reginald Freeson, former gov- 
ernment minister. 71; Mr Richard 
Hamilton, painter, 75: Maj-Gen 
David Houston, Lord-Lieutenant of 
Sutherland. 68; Mr Paul Jones, ac- 
tor and singer. 55; Mr David Lang- 
don, cartoonist, S3; Mr Denis Law, 
footballer, 57; M Michel Lcgrand, 
composer and conductor, 65; Lord 
MeldieH. conservationist, 49; Mr Pc- 
ter Owen, publisher, 70; Admiral Sir 
William Pillar, former Lieutenant 
Governor of Jersey, 73; Mr Alain 


Pros!, motor- radrig champion. 42; Mr 
Derek Randall cricketer, 46: The Rev 
Kathleen Richardson, former Pres- 
ident. Methodist Conference, 59: 
Sir Frank Rogers, former deputy 
chairman. Tbe Telegraph pic, 77; Mr 
Dennis Waterman, actor, 49; Mr 
Jerry Wiggin MP, 60. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Samuel Pepys, naval official 
and diarist, 1633; George Frederick 

Handel composer, 1685- Deaths: Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, painter. 1792; John 
Keats, poet, 1821: Sir Edward 
W illiam Elgar, composer, 1934; Lau- 
rence Stephen Lowry, painter, 1976. 
Today is the Feast Day of St Alexan- 
der AJrimetcs, St Bojsi) or Boswell. 
St Dositheus. St Milburga or 
MBdgytha, St Poiycaip of Smyrna, St 
Sereuus or Cerneuf the Gardener 
and St WilligB. Tomorrow is the Feast 
Day of Saints Montanos, Lucius, and 
their Companions and St Practcxia- 
ttisor Pits. 

Schools 

Pranas BoUand School 

{Graham Terrace) 

There will be an Old Girls' Party for | 
rbe School Birthday of Francis Hol- 
land School on Thursday 27 Febru- 
ary at 6pm. at the school preceded 
by an AGM of the newly formed Old 
Girls' Society at 5pm. 

Any Old Girl wishing to attend will 
be most welcome and should get in 
touch with tbe school to make sure 
the register is accurate, if they have 
not already received notification. 
Please reply to Francis Holland 
School 39 Graham Terrace, London 
SW1 W SfF. Telephone 01 71-730 297 1 . 


Thrills, spills, lots of fun - but ultimately not re; 


Is the Church of England dying of Bad 
Thste'? Robert Rrnicde certainly seems 
to think so. His broadside last month 
against the happy-clappies and the 
huggy-feelies asserted that trite forms 
of worship eventually turn people off. 
That is why church attendance is again 
on foe decline. On the contrary, riposted 
those he auacked, the public is es- 
chewing church-going because of the 
wishy-washy imeUectualism of liberals 
like Lord Runcie. 

It is not a new argumenL The reli- 
gions of ancient Greece reflected a re- 
markably similar social dualism. Just as 
body and spirit were separated, so was 
the balanced rational from the intoxi- 
cated irrational. The god Apollo rep- 
resented the former, the cult of 
Dionysus the latter. 

Apollo was for the reflective, think- 
ing. philosophical types. His religion was 
carefully ordered, and prided itself on 
the shape of its worship, and its creeds. 
Dionysian religion, in contrast, was 
linked to unbridled energy and, more 
specifically, sexual performance. The 
horned Dionysus was the god of the 
most enraptured love. His worship 
created a form of temporary madness 
in the believer, induced through certain 
rituals - music, dance, prophecy and ec- 
static rites - and a rich grammar of as- 
sent that stressed intimacy, abandon, 
ecstasy and sacraiised eroticism. Bui 
above all Dionysiac worship satisfied de- 


faith o reason 


Liberals and charismatics are 
both blaming one another for 
the rush from the Anglican 
pews. Is style in worship just 
a question of taste? The Rev 
Dr Martyn Percy suggests 
there may be something 
more profound at stake. 

mands for an intimate immediacy with 
the divine. 

Advocates of contemporary Christ- 
ian worship would naturally wish to 
claim that their religion is not of the 
same spirit. Yet songs used in worship 
among some charismatics often en- 
courage believers to imagine foe kiss- 
es of Christ's mouth, a God who takes, 
comes and consumes; and believers who 
melt, and are moulded and pass out in 
ecstatic desire. Add to this the excitable 
cries of revivalist gatherings, the swoon- 
ings of recipients of the Toronto Bless- 
ing, the body language of charismatic 
believers, and foe social and theologi- 
cal stress on intimacy, and it seems that 
Dionysus is back. 


Robert Runcie is certainly right 
when he suggests that some evangeli- 
cals, in their pursuit of success and a 
ready market for tbe Gospel, are far loo 
content to embrace the tasteless for the 
sake of a few converts. In ignoring beau- 
ty, art and a theology of any substance, 
evangelicals offer a culturally related 
version of the Gospel that ultimately 
self-destructs. It is always m vogue, but 
ultimately disposable; religion comes as 
a fashion accessory, not a necessity. 

How, though, can a manifestly pop- 
ular religion be described as a failure? 
The answer lies in the depth and 
breadth of traditions that worshippers 
are allowed to appeal to. Contemporary 
Christian worship of foe type attacked 
by Rundc celebrates passion, romance 
and feeling - with God. Believers sing 
about what it is like to know God in this 
way. Creeds, liturgy and sacraments - 
ana 2,000 years of Christian tradition 

- have been abandoned for a thera- 
peutic religion that stresses the offer- 
ing of emotions. Failure follows because 
people are only united in worship tty 
harmonised feelings; doctrinal schism 
and sectarianism arc waiting around tbe 
corner. Moreover, this type of worship 
only works as antidote to social realism 

- it does Qot engage with life as it is. It 
is wish-fulfilment, a suspiciously nar- 
cissistic grammar of assent that en- 
courages the worshipper to imagine that 
they are at foe centre of God's atten- 


tion, and can have a cuddle or caret 
any time they ask. 1 

So, behind the argument over tasia 
there are serious concerns. Runde's all 
tack was not just stating a preference 
for the superiority of Schubert over t h J 
Spice Girls, The issue is one of sub -1 
stance. In singling out certain types ofl 
evangelical worship for criticism. Run- 1 
cie is suggesting that there is a link be- 
tween their theological and aesthetic 
vacuity and foe declining number of 
communicants. In preferring hymns like 
“Thine be foe Glory" to choruses that 
offer sentiments such as “Lord, 1 Just 
Wmt Tb Cuddle You", or lyrics foal cel- 
ebrate and an ticipate a feeling of con- 
summation with Christ the Issue is as 
much about theology as it is about taste. 
The latter type of song domesticates 
God, turning Jesus into a romantic hero. 
The religion is an adventure theme park 
- thrills spills and lots of fun - but 
ultimately not rcaL 
Bad Tike, then, is not the issue. The 
key concern is a style of worship which 
does not offer any real theological ba- 
sis for individuals to mature in tirefr 
faith. The danger is that once people 
have become bored with anodyne and 
escapist worship they will not mow on 
to a style which allows room for spir- 
itual development. They will simpW 
chuck the whole product away. 

• Faith A Reason is alited by /bit/ VaHti* ■ 







TO E JHHEPENDENT • HATTT BIMf22:FTramrAtty ion-7 



in dresses 



'ENT 


The punk 
queen’s trawl 
of playgrounds 
to find catwalk 
; models has 
been causing 
outrage, reports 
Ian Burrell 


yfaienne 'Wfestwbod, the First 
Lady of punk, has come &JJ cir- 
clet she nna>-n»A4« 


*-°«y uipuiiK, nas come full dr- 
cles she now wants young ladies 
to dress like their mothers. Un- 

fartnrtntfhi 


uicu uiuiueis. un- 

lOitanatefy, her decision to use 
?ins as ybnhg as 13 fo display 
aer latest collection hasOTat- 
ed a new furore over the use of 

SCoflOlnri niivlolc 


schooMrf models. 
While MPs expri 


Whfle MRs eapr-essed moral 
outrage, the festoon worid de- 
fended the . night of young 
teenagers to .model designer 
dothes, and Westwood -Trace 
the queen of cobtroveisy - 
“oughtyesterday to mien the row. 

Her office said; “We are not 
using young girls to cause a sen- 

<U)hnn tnrr tn ■ . .. _ . 


. '-‘■'7' — DC - - — vuuji. accu- 
sation but to prove a point that 
they can look amazingly beau- 
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*ey can look amazingly beau- 
' tiful in their mother’s dothes." 
. J i«ued a statement from the 
designer abasing young girls 
: ‘ who dressed in. theyouth fesh- 
- *ori of their peeis. “Just because 

- yon are chasing about a bit ... 
««o Isp doesn’t give you the right to m- 
' '.-7- salt your mother,” she said. 

Westwood went on to de- 
. •’ scribe her new Red Label col- 
. • “ *- lecti on wh ich will be shown 
---t - tomorrow at the opening of 
London Fbshion Week. “The 
"" clothes are for grown-ups and 
I admit they're ladylike, ex- 
' - quisitefy so,” she wrote. 

~ It all sounded rather stuffy 
-• from the designer who has sent 
models down the catwalk in 
■ - fake-far G-strings and phallic- 
tymbol uhitards. Whs this the 
•. woman who publicly demon- 
• strated that she was wearing no 
. knidrers when she went to 
Bucking h am Palace to collect 
her OBE from the Queen in 
1992? 
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Vivienne Westwood: A career 
faahloiHsd by controversy 


unsuitable. The giris tell me 
that they are very exotic but not 
at all revealing. 1 hist hope 
that’s the case, she said. 


the mistress of hype had diverted the 

SDOtfiphf nfT Anilrtn HuMm. 


, ' , ,, „ Uic unstress 01 nype had dr 

Last month tlje 53^year-oId spotlight of IomdonRishion \ 
.■designer 

Girls pop group as animals” c 

- who -left her Amorally.. out- 


(left). Kate Moss (centre) and Shalom in Paris, 1993; neat stop wasNewtbric Photograph: Herbie Knott 


who left fier ^nniTr, WMw^andqn»ha.<Bm^nniiH^ 
ra^d" - wS® 61 **3®* Dorchester hotel 

u-ynicai observers noted that old modelsfb a »*****•£* iiT 


stonn*’^ — - ywjiMM uKtmu sam rney wauted,to look 

; . Auditions were arranged and the 


Westwood team selected two girls aged 

15 ami 16 and a student of 17. Bach will 
be given £150 in Westwood clothes 
vouchers for their work. 

Mrs Gray said she asked one of the 
gin’s mothers to attend the clothes fit- 
ting to be stfre that the outfits were not 


Other models were picked 
from Wimbledon High School 
in south-west London and the 
Sylvia Young Drama School, 
north London. In all Westwood 
selected 20 girls ranging in age 
from 13 to 18. One, 22, was told 
that she looked “too sophisti- 
cated'’ for the assignment 
Yesterday, as Lady Olga 
Maitland, Conservative MP for 
Sutton and Cheam, south Lon- 
don, decried the “abuse” of 
teenagers, designers sought to 
defend the grande dame of 
British fashion. 

Wayne Hemingway, the 
founder of Red or Dead, which 
is also drawing at London Fash- 
ion Week, pointed out that 
Westwood’s Red Label collec- 
tion was aimed at a younger 
buyer. He said: T would not be 
happy if kids that age were 
wearing our clothes to look 
sexy, but there is nothing wrong 
with kids wearing designer 
clothes if their parents can af- 
ford it.” 

At the Storm model agency 
in London, which took Kate 
Moss onto its books at the age 
of 14, models are normally ex- 
acted to finish then GCSEs be- 
*re starting work. Schoolgirls 
are only given work at weekends 
or in their holidays. Paula 
Karaiskos, for the agency, said; 
“It’s a really tough business. 
Young giris are not physically 
developed or emotionally ad-p t 
at dealing with rejection.” 

In which case, the greatest 
danger to the young models may 
be the rejection in the school 
playground when they arrive in 
their newly acquired Vivienne 
Westwoods, looking just like 
mum. . 


TAXES OF WOE 
What's gone wrong at 
ftnguin books? 

Jan Dailey investigates 
the troubled publisher 


CAPITAL CLOTHES 
An insider's A-Z guide to 
London Fashion Week 
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THE LEADER'S 
LEGACY 

Will the death of Deng 
hurt British investments 
in South-east Asia, or will 
it be business as usual? 


MR CRAZY GANG 
Ian Ridley meets the 
quiet man who has 
coached Wimbledon to 
within sight of an 
unlikely football treble 
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Is your holiday paradise 
about to turn 
into a war zone? 
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' - Canned tomatoes - Britain's 
top selling tinned food - may 
soon be available in a geneti- 
cally engineered form. Lead- 

ff mg drugs and seeds group 
. Zeneca is seeking government 

- approval to market and sell the 

- product. . — 

Peeled, canned tomatoes - 
. whole or chopped — sell in the 
same quantities as baked beans 
. and are a staple in millions of 
.^British! kitchens. We eat 
230,000 tonnes of canned 
tomatoes - a market worth 
about £160m - a year. ~ 
Once a genetically engi-. 
necred form penetrates this- 
market then the revolutionary 
and somewhat feared new 
biotechnology can truly be said 


Since being launched a year 
ago, this purde has proved 


tatcu\ 


■ not 


-■<) to have been embraced by 
ftl* Britons. 


y Brjtons. 

The British experience with 
genetically engineered tomato 
pur£e suggests the canned va- 
, riety can succeed. 


• very popular m two leading su- 
permarket chains, Safeway and 
Sainsbuiy’s, taking half the 
market 

It is sold under own-label 
brands and tlra packaging car- 
ries the information that the 
food is derived from a “genet- 
ically modified organism” 
(GMO). 

Zeneca, which was^ oocepart 
of chemical giamic&qwro the 
rights to a GMO of 

firm for longer, 

stalk and after beifig^^^i ' 

the piirte^mdis ^^^ftewiuch * 
Zeneca plans to can- Genetic 
engineering was used to insert 
a gene from one kind of toma- 
to among the genes of the tar- 
get variety, using a bacterium 
as the carrier for the new 
DNA. 

This gene, passed on from . 
generation to -- generation 


through the seeds, acts to 
block the production of an 
enzyme which plays a key role 
in making ripe tomatoes be- 
come mushy. The new, long-life 
tomato suits modem fanning 
and -food processing 
methods- and is therefore 
cheaper. 

. The genetically-engineered 
tomato pux6e, sold by Safeway 
and’ Sainsbuiy’s, is cheaper 
than conventional brands, 
which explains why.it has sold 
sowefi. 


bacteria . This was needed in 
order to create the new, long- 
life variety. 

But Nigel Raole, bead of reg- 
ulatory affairs for Zeneca 
seeds, said this gene and all the 
others were destroyed during 
the pre-canning processing of 
the tomatoes at high temper- 
atures. The heat fragments the 
T1VA * — * - i 


DNA genetic material 

“wve not yet decided if we 
will seek to market the GMO 
canned tomatoes, and if we do 
it’ll be about two years before 
they’re on the supermarket 
shelves,” he said. : 

Zeneca would use the su- 
permarket own brands as it did 
with the purfe. It would a^oin- 
sist that the label on the rang 
declared the contents as a 
GMO. _ 

“Wb wfid also want to grow 
pie tomatoes here in Europe, 
in Spam -and other warmer 
countries” he said. The toma- 
toes for the purde are grown in 
California. , 


Now Zeneca has qiiiettyap- 
plied to the Government’s Ad- 


■wseny Committee on Novel 
Foods and Processes for per- 
nussion to sell the peeled 
tomato-in rams - 

It- made no public an- 
nouncement, but its application 

appears on the agenda far next 
week’s committee meeting. 

The GMO tomato also in- 
cludes a gene conferring resis- 
tance to an 'antibiotic, 
kanamvein. a drug used to trill 


MoD says sorry to bullied woman 


The Ministry of Defence broke 

• with tradition yesterday when, 
for the firet time, it publidy apol- 
ogtsed to a female officer about 

• her treatment in the Army. 

In a landmark case, the Anny 

■ offered a public apology to fbr- 
mer lieutenant Alisa Cook days 

. before the opening of an in- 
dnstrhd tribunal. Ms Cbofc, 33, 
, . had. elahned discrimination 
against the MoD after she was 
-• sub|ectedfobultyhigbymaleof‘ 
\ Jwreowera year between 1992 
and - 1953, inducting one incident 
„ where CS gas canisters were 

- thrown into her shower room. 

The industrial tribunal was 
.due to start in Southampton, 

’ ,Hanq*bire, next Monday but it 
was halted after an out*oi-court 

V settlement. 

*. Richard fiendt, Ms Cook's 

- banister, said yesterday: ‘Alisa 
Cbok, a lieutenant in the Army 
who left in 1995 claiming sexu- 
al discrimination and harass- 


ment, today accepted an undis- 
closed sum and apology from 
the Mxmstxy of Defence for. 
‘unacceptable treatment from 
some honor officers whflst serv- 
ing with the Royal ArtiDety’. 

“The MoD went on to say 
that they accepted that such 
treatment may have had an 
adverse affect on Miss Cbok's 
confidence and r wpl to contin- 
- ue with her Army career. 

“She was delighted with the 
outcome. An apology means 
more than anything to her. She 
had never thought in terms of 

a financial settlement She just . 

wanted to be vindicated.” 

Mr French made it clear that 
the Army was not admitting li- 
ability for discrimination or ha- 
rassment However, he added: 
“An apology had great signifi- 
cance for my client Miy own . 
personal view is that the mere 
act that the MoD was prepared 
to apologise in public for some- 


thing that occurred five years' 
ago is in itself significant 
“This is the first time such an 
apology has been forthcoming 
from the forces, as well as 

recognition that s omething had 
gone wrong.” . 


took Ms Cook’s case on free of 
charge, added: “For a lot of 
women afl that they want isfor 
someone to recognise that 
something happened which 
shouldnot have happened.” 

The settiementis believed to 
run uto'thonsands of pounds. 

Ms Cook joined the Army in 

19S4 and nftmahiftri in Hw r ank* 

for eight years. In 1992 she was 
persuaded tosedca conranssion 
and later graduated from the 
Royal Mihtaiy Academy at 
Sandhurst She was then post- 
ed to Germany with thelloyai 
Artil! ery regiment but left in 
1995. 


- Ms Cbok, speaking from her 
home in Winchester. Hamp- 
shire, last night said: “I am ab- 
solutely delighted with iL I 
couldn’t be happier with the 
outcome. I never expected it” 
She said she believed the 

apology was a positive: sign of 
change in the armed forces: “I 
They have accepted that there 
was unacceptable treatment 


Why pay unnecessary tax on your savings when your money c 
grow entirely tax-free in a Virgin Growth PEP? 

Call us now to secure your PEP and your tax savings before 
the tax year ends on April 5th. 


Ievelled-at me. I think people 
are going to have an awfiil lot 
of respect for them for owning 
up- This puts them in a vexy 
good light They have accepted 
what happened and are willing 
fo sa^sony. . 

“Snce I have left there have 
been so many changes. I am 
aware from my friends who are 




direct 


personal financial service 


h® out satiation ceremonies and 
bringing in equal a ppax t un irieg 
tzainh^Thatriaq^ffidnot ex- 
ist in 1992. They ,are starting to 
make changes.” . 
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He may be 


free, but 


so is the 


real killer 


With the vindication of the 
Bridgewater Three, attention is 



ill* 1 


focused on a former suspect 


Taste of freedom: Michael Hickey kissing the ground outside the High Court yesterday and Hubert Spencer (below; right), a suspect in the case Photograph: Kevin Lamarque 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


The release of the three men 
falsely convicted of Carl Bridge- 
water's murder raises one 
obvious question: who did kill 
the 13-year-old newspaper de- 
livery boy. 

Ii'aJso raises the issue of re- 
sponsibility -who caused three 
men to spend 18 years in jail for 
a crime they did not commit and 
a fourth man to die in prison 
while serving a 10 -year stretch. 

The case appears to be a clas- 
sic example of what Sir Paul 
Condon, Commissioner of the 
Metropolitan Police, condem- 
ned in 1993 as ‘‘noble cause” 


corruption in which a small 
group of detectives were pre- 
pared to “massage the evi- 
dence” and “bend the rules’*. 
Others might be more blunt and 
say “make up the evidence to fi t 
the crime". 

With the vindication of the 
Bridgewater Three, attention 
has now turned to a former sus- 
pect called Hubert Spencer. 
At one stage Spencer was a key 
suspect with several strong links 
to the newspaper boy's death. 

Witnesses recalled seeing a 
blue Vauxhall Viva car driven 
into Yew Tree Farm. 'Wordsley, 
Shropshire, shortly before 
Carl's murder in September 
197S by a man in a dark blue 


uniform. Police inquiries dis- 
covered that Spencer, an am- 
bulance liaison officer who lived 
locally, owned such a car and 
uniform - a rare combination. 

At first Spencer did not tell 
detectives that be knew Yew 
Tree farm, its owners and Carl, 
and that he was interested in 
collecting antiques- which was 
thought to be the motive for the 
original burglary. A hospital log 
which would confirm his move- 
ments is missing although be 
had an alibi witness - Barbara 
Riebold who worked with him 
be at the local Corbett hospital. 
Spencer, now 56. also used to 
shoot at the farm. 

Shortly after the killing he 


found a piece of cardboard, 
which cast suspicions of other 
people in the ambulance service, 
but this was later dismissed as 
a “red herring". 

Police discovered by the time 
of their second interview with 
Spencer that from 1969 to 1974 
he had lived in the same street 
as Carl, who used to play with 
his daughter. 

Further police inquiries sud- 
denly stopped when three West 
Midlands police officers from 
Number 4 Regional Crime 
Squad, who were assisting Staf- 
fordshire police in the murder 
inquiry, achieved the supposed 
“breakthrough" from the al- 
leged confessions. In the ap- 


parent desire to get a result, die 
police appeared to lave ig- 
nored other possible leafs, how- 
ever promising. 

But an even more disturbing 
event provided a further possi- 
ble link between Spencer and 
the Bridgewater case a few 

weeks after the convktkm of the 
four men. During a Christmas 
party half a mSe from Yew Tree 
Harm Spencer loaded a shotgun, 
and shot bis friend Hubert 
Wilkes. 7Q, through the head as 
he sat on a sofa. He then at- 
tacked and shot at his wife and 
Wilkes's daughter. 

At bis trial Spencer was nev- 
er able to explain what had hap- 
pened. He was convicted of the 


Wilkes murder in July 1980 
and sentenced to life impris- 
onment. At the first appeal 
hearing of the Bridgewater case 
in 1989, the judges ruled that 
they had “no doubt whatever 
but that Hubert Spencer had 
nothing whatever to do with the 
killing of Carl Bridgewater”. 

He was released on life li- 
cence in 1994 after serving 14 
years, remarried and moved to 
the small Lincolnshire village of 
Bicker, 10 miles from Boston. 

He said yesterday: “It’s in- 
credible they arc being released. 
I expect more pressure will be 
put on me but my conscience is 
clear. I am not perturbed. 

“If the Hickeys have not 


done it, it is the right decision 
to let them out. When people 
get off on appeal, it always 
leaves a case unsettled. I'm 
just surprised that the Crown 
has dropped the case." 

He later told reporters he 
would only speak lo them for 
money and that he had already 
sold his story. “FVe been offered 
£100 a word by someone else. 
The Hickey family have made 
a fortune so you lot can start 
coughing up. Can you give me 
a few hundred quid now?” 

Spencer may now face fresh 
questioning from Merseyside 
police who are continuing 
a long-running, investigation 
into the case. 
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Patrick MoQoy, who died with- 
out ever having an appeal, had 
consistently insisted that police 
had shown him a confession un- 
der caution on which he read 
Vincent Hickeys name. 

Michael Mansfield QC told 
the Appeal Court yesterday 
that Mr Malloy had told his so- 
licitors at the first opportunity 
that that was what had hap- 
pened at Wombouroe police 
station, near Wolverhampton. 

But the defence was never 
developed at the trial and the 
Hickey statement which Mr 
Mofloy was shown by police was 
never produced m court. 

Vincent Hickey had sought to 
put the three others in the fir- 
ing line in a bid to secure im- 
munity from prosecution when 
he was arrested overa bungled 
robbery at another farmhouse, 
Chapel Farm, close to the Yew 
Tree Farm, the scene of the mur- 
der. But said Jeremy Roberts 
QC counsel for the Crown, “the 
important point is that all his ad- 


missions were verbal. He nev- 
er made a written statement, al- 
though he offered to make one 
several times.” 

But it was the new scientific 
evidence, shown to the Crown 
for the first time on Monday of 
last week, that led to freedom 
for the three men vesterday. Mr 
Roberts said: “bn this one 
ground alone, wc have come to 
the conclusion that we cannot 
property resist the arguments . 
put forward by the appellants.” 

The new tests on the 19 year 
old documents were only pos- 
sible because ah exhibit label 
stapled to Mr Molley’s confes- 
sion, possibly by the very offi- 
cers involved in the fabrication, 
prevented incriminating evi- 
dence from fading or being 
.worn away over time. 

The signature in the name of 
Vincent Hickey was quite dif- 
ferent from his real signatures 
and was “dearly a forgery”, Mr 
Roberts said. 

Esda tests on Mr Molloy’s 
confession had been originally 
taken in 1990 as part of fresh in- 


quire by a Home Office hand- 
writing expert and Robert 
Hadley, an independent foren- 
sic scientist, Jim NichoL the * 
men’s solicitor, said yesterday* ' 
that although that test revealed 
Vincent Hickey's name, there 
was nothing else to go on. 

Once Michael Howard, the 
Home Secretary, had decided to 
refer the case bade to the Ap- 
peal Court, for. different rea- 
sons. last July, Mr Nfchol’s "gut 
instinct" told him to commission 
a fresh Esda test 

There was little doubt yes- 
terday that the new evidence 
presented to the Appeal Court 
will lead to the quashing of the 
convictions. Alun Jones QC. 
counsel for Vincent Hickey, 
said an attempt was being to sug- 
gest that the faults in the trial 
were simply those of two junior 
officers. He said: “Vincent Hick- 
ey has been waiting for his day 
in court for 18 years. His moth- 
er and brothers and asters are 
in court .and they resent what 
is being done as a damage 
limitation exercise." r» 






'.99 


iV .ajg - 

• ffij 

5*^5 > 


Perils 


mmm 


• Pagfrig facility 
between base 
and handset j 

• Last number ’ 
redial 

Was £199.99. 






wmmm 


I • 10 number memory 
U Hands free speakar. 
i,h-8tnre Price £3999. 


-^^mSsSSk 






e20 


of new 
life 
outside 


d 




Dixons 

Deal 


CORDLESS PHOW WITH 
ANSWBIMACHHE 

• 8 channel auto-scanning. 

• 9 number memory, smw 

• Fifty dgftal answer dffXXffl 
machine. .£^9494 


jail 



■ ‘ ; ■»: - t • 


i:; 


Reunited: Ann Skett and Vincent Hickey yesterday 
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< The final irony in the case of ibe Bridgewater 
Three is that they might have had a far better 
chance of a new life if they had committed a 
crime. As Michael and Vincent Hickey and James 
Robinson try to come to terms with the last 18 
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disorder. “No amount of compensation will pay 
for what they’ve been through,” said David Boag, 
a chartered forensic psychologist who has 
worked in prisons for neaihr 30 yeans. “This would 
devastate anybody. It is likely to have very, very 
negative effects on their life for a very long time. 

“At the moment they will be very excited about 
being released, but after a while they could be 
overwhelmed by feelings of depression.” 

People who were wrongfully held often did suf- 
fer post-traumatic stress disorder “They keep 
on going over and over the case. They can’t get 
shot of it. They keep reliving the experience." 

He said there were four main stages people 
went through: “Sometimes they go into denial 
and can't believe it’s happened - that they have 
actually been released. Then there is anger and 
resentment that it happened in the first place. 

I After that they may become emotionally drained 
I and depressed. They feel like thi .7 are disap- 
pearing down the black hole. Then there is the 
I [inai adjustment and acceptance but you don’t 
know how long it can take." 

It is a familiar tale to previous victims of in- 
ji^Uce. A year after his release Paddy Hill, one 
of the Birmingham Six, said in a newspaper in- 
terview: “Sometimes I feel like bursting into tears. 


or I have just to walk away ~ There arc times 
when I wish X was back in jail." 

In the cases of the Guildford Four, they found 
different, ways of adjusting. While Gerard Con- 
Ion achieved fame and money through his best- 
selling autobiography, In The Name of the Fa- 
ther, and Rml h 3] married into the Kennedy clan, 

the other two, Patrick Armstrong and Carole 
Richardson, have quietly faded into anonymity. 

In purely practical terras the Bridgewater Three 
will have to adjust to a veiv different world to 
the one they left in 1979. Since then the Cold 
War has ended, the Berlin Wall has come down. 

Communism has coltopsed in Central and East- 
ern Europe and Nelson Mandela has been, re- J - 
leased. In day-to-day life back in 1979, simpler : 

electronic calculators were priced pieces of ad- 
vanced technology, office workers used type- 
writers and the equivalents of desk-lop PCs took 
up small rooms. Remote controls for television* 
were still a thing of the future as were hole-in- ! 
the-wall cash dispensers. “There have been ma- 
jor changes in society." said Dr Gisli Gudjonswm, 
reader ui forensic psychology at the University 
of London. "They will not be used to the in- 
creased traffic or the differences in technolncv 

2 ? “f 10 pt a bus j 

tram or the Tube. And if people are let nut sud- \ 
acmy they have no opportunity to adjust ” ' 

fh^ 1S R h ^ raaj ° r pr ^ lcm P^^bolop^^igrce i 
h™ ^,i SLWUtCr ™ rcc They will nw j 
have had any preparation which lonc-term nrk. ' 

receive and they wiU not lv su- 
pervised by the probation service on ihcir 
release . For the convicted aimtnal. the pnihn- 
tion service must make sure there is aceoiWv- 
dation arranged, that prisoners are signed on at J 
®«^lsecunty and are connected tocmpUwment ^ 
kS?i l 5 , nt ' s«th service for the wrongful- 
l *l L '3 rc buldeven have problems 
with tasks such as opening a bank account. 
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S omething strange is going oil A Cabinet 
■minister has been running around for 
three years saying the sky is falling, and 
nobody pays a blind bit of notice. He was af 
it again this week. “The sea is rising. The world 
is heating up. Governments of the world have 
to do something." It was- John Grimmer, 
explaining that humankind has changed and 
is changing the world’s climate. Oh, Mm, you 
might say. Indeed, the very samepolifidan who 
called on Wednesday for pl anning committees 
to let rich people buQd “exceptional" new 


a green voice in a grey wilderness 


stately homes in open countryside. Bat do not 
•ft On dimate change, be is 



let that put you o t 

right and should be taken seriously. 

In 20 years’ time, the British climate is 
almost certain to be slightly but significantly 
warmer than now. Mr Gummer warned that 
different crops will be grown and several ani- 
mal species will be driven northwards into 
Scotland or extinction. It is remarkable to bear 
? government minister speaking in such def- 
" fan* mite and apocalyptic terms, and perhaps it is 

— partly because he sounds so unlike our expec- 
tations of a_ politician that we do not pay 
enough attention to what he says. 

He has been saying it for some time. At a 
conference in Geneva six months ago, be com- 
pared the lack of international action on 
global warming to the failure of the League 
of Nations to prevent the Second World War. 
We are so impressed by his green passion that 
we can forgive him this hyperbole. Climate 
change is real. We have already burnt so much 


fuel that the world’s weather will be different 
' in the next century from what it would have 
been without human intervention. We do not 
yet know what many of the differences will be. 
And we do not know how big or damaging the 
changes will be. Poorer countries could be 
badly affected, while some countries, includ- 
ing tiie United States and Russia, could ben- 
efit agriculturally from a small amount of 
warming. But the risks are high and there is 
a strong argument for-messing about with the 
world’s ctimate as little as possible. This 
means taking quite dramatic action quickly. 

The trouble is that the vast majority of us 
are in two minds, which operate on different 
timescales. Sure, we care about the future of 
the planet, maybe not for ourselves but cer- ‘ 
tainly for our chUdrenu And yes, we want to 
use less petrol, electricity and gas. In our other 
mind, though, we love our cars and we need 
ora white goods and electric gizmos. This a 
dichotomy that is not well recognised by green 
pressure groups,' which fantasise about peo- 
ple being priced out of their cairs and onto 
deaner public transport But we love our cars, 
and with veiy good reason. Petrol taxes may 
be going up and up, but ft does not matter - 
we are still going to drive door-to-door in pri- 
vate, comfortable; music-filled bubbles. 

And it is this short-term mind that votes. 
Even when climate change does present itself 
as a short-term problem, as it did yesterday 
with the announcement by the water compa- 
nies of a continuing drought in south-east 



England, the political effects are confusing. 
Because of the hostility generated by -watei 
privatisation, global warming is seen as just 
another excuse on the part of fat cats who do 
not want to pay to repair their leaky pipes. The 
charge is unfair, but one is tempted to ask - 
if Mediterranean countries can supply their 
population with water, why can’t we? 

In a sense, it is remarkable that the Gov- 
ernment has achieved so much, acting on a 20- 
year problem in a five-yearly political system. 
Mr Gummer has been lucky, in that the drive 
to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases 
has coincided with Britain’s power stations 
switching from coal to gas, which means we 
will quite accidentally meet the target for 2000 
which was set at Rio de Janeiro in 1992. But 
he must also take the credit for pursuing many 
of the right policies. Putting up petrol tax by 
5 per cent more than inflation every year may 
not force us into trains and buses, but even- 
tually it will encourage ns to buy cars with 
smaller engines. “Green taxes" on electricity 
generation and air transport are more diffi- 
cult, but even here Mr Gummer has said some 
of the right things. Jet fuel is presently 
tin taxed, partly because it would need inter- 
national agreement, and he has asked the 
international civil aviation body to look at it 

- “we do not mean look at it and say nothing 
can be done", he said. 

The Labour Party looks as if it would fol- 
low the same general course in government 

- if only because green levies could be the 


answer to Gordon Brown's Need To Raise 
Taxes that dare not speak its name. Almost 
unnoticed earlier this month. Labour passed 
up the chance to embarrass the Government 
in the Commons. Dawn Primarolo, Mr 
Brown’s junior responsible for environmen- 
tal taxes, did not oppose the doubling of the 
Tbxy airport tax in the Finance Bill. This was 
one issue where the Ulster Unionists could 
have been tempted to vote with Labour, 
because Northern Ireland is dependent on air 
links. But the airport tax is a sound environ- 
mental measure: Ms Primarolo, once dubbed 
Red Dawn as Ibny Benn’s adjutant, has 
passed through a Pink phase to become 
Green Dawn. 

The environmentalists constantly bemoan 
Mr Gummer’s isolation in a predominantly 
“grey" rather than green Government, along 
with Tony Blair's apparent lack of interest in 
environmental issues, and Michael Meacher's 
low status as the opposition's green 
spokesman. But it is unrealistic to expect 
much more of either main party, especially in 
the run-up to an election fought on short-term 
issues. 

The right response to global warming is to 
tax energy as much as possible and to take a 
leading role in persuading other countries to 
impose green taxes too. rather than seeking 
to undercut each other. Mr Gummer deserves 
our praise for doing more than could tie 
expected. We’ll just have to forgive him the 
nonsense about stately homes. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Ms S: does the medical 
lpH fiProfessi 011 always know best? 

Vv»ir. When I was born, in 1941, my vaginal delivery and yet women i 
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my 

□other was strongly advised to have 
i Caesarean (leading article, 19 
February, letters, 21 Rsbruaiy). She 
efusedL foravariety of reasons that 

■eeraed right at the time, and her 

dioice was respected. That refusal 

esulted in my cerebral palsy. 

; ilra'. 1 wish for my sake that my 
. - . ■ nother's derision bad been over- 

■ -.tiled. I should add that my mother . 

. - - v- : Ud also: when Ms S’s daughter grows 
, . :c»p. she may wen be grated for the 

-.decision which gave her life. 

. . - ANN DAY 
. . . , -Leicester 

. ' TjSir: Whatever the facts of the Ms S 
_ . . " Tease, the real issue is not about the 
‘ woman's rights over those of her 
, 7 unborn child, but the woman’s right 

make decisions aboutheiself and 

" her unborn child, which includes the 

fright to reject the opinion of the 

' medical professions. 

Like everyone else, the medical 
- " profession goes through fads and 
” fashions and the Caesarean section is 
■ ■’ ^ one of the latest fads in obstetrics. 

• Recent research shows that probably 
- ; -’only around 6 percent of Caesarean 
" sections are medically necessary and 
„ • •< > ■ • • * yet in the United States (where 

- litigation b common) up to 25 per 
' cent of babies are bora this way. In a 
. . ■ ' survey earned out for hex book 

• *■' Caesarean Birth in Britain Professor 
* Wendy Savage asked obstetricians 
■' this very question, and 46.8 per cent 
said that fear of litigation is often a 
factor in performing sections. 

All women know that pregnancy 
and birth carry risks. Caesarean 

section carries more risks than 


vaginal delivery and yet women are 
undergoing unnecessary operations 

because they believe that doctors are 

giving them advice in their own best 

interest. Ultimately it is the woman 
who has to hve with the 
consequences of any derisions made, 

and therefore it should be she who 

weighs up the risks involved and 

makes the final decision. For some 

women this will always be to trust the 

professionals. Others will chose to 

trust their own research or even 
nature. That should be their decision. 
ISOBEL VELLA 
Hadfkld, Derbyshire 

Sir Seeking the help of a doctor is an 

act which imposes obligations on the 

patient, namely to realise that 
doctors, once a problem is placed in 
theif hahds, have duties and 
obligations as welL Those duties and 
obligations may well conflict with the 
wishes of the patient. 

It snot good enough simply to 
criticise the doctors. IfPariiamait is 

not happy to leave the Menial Health 

Act decision to than, then it ought to 


judge on site, who can decide, 
bindingjiKfidai authority, whether 
treatment is to be administered or not 

Whether putting alawyer in charge of 

doctors isa good tkmgwould remain 

tobeseen. Iv^r view is thaiil would be 

a good thing for the doctors. Patients 

would not have to suffer any medical 
professional arrogance, which 
undoubtedly exists, and the doctor 

woukhft bare to take the flak for the 

decision which was made. 

ANDREW COHEN 
Guildford, Surrey 


Putting children 
first in adoption 

i . 

Sin The case of Edita Keranovic 
(report, 18 February) has once again 
focused attention on international 
adoption which, at best, offers a 
solution for a very small number of 
thfldren and, at worst, makes large 
numbers of others vulnerable to 
exploitation. 

Agencies such as the Romanian 
Orphanage Trust are working to 
promote long- term, in-country 

solutions to child care problems m 
Central and Eastern Europe. We 
have had considerable success in 
_ Romania where we have got over 
3,000 children out of orphanages and 
back into family life, entirely within 
the framework of Roma n ia n law. 

•'* Eighty percent of these children have 

• V returned to their original or attended 

family. When this is not possible, 
there are plenty of Romanian 
. y families willing to adopt. 

Solutions can be found which 
• ... prioritise the right and the best 

• y interests of children. These nghis, 

' and those of their families, should be 
' safeguarded. International adoption 

’■ , should never b e the first recourse. 

' CATHERINE STEVENS 
HeadafFurutmising 
The Romanian Orphanage Trust 
•' London EC4 




! : Silent cyclists 

v . Sir. Ernie Sears and Tom Barrance^ 
i (Letters, 14 and iS February) may be 
> . barking up the wrong tree. Section 3U 
, . of theCountryside Act } 968 , whilst 
' - conferring upon cyclic the right to 
y ride ona bridleway, requires those 

*\ daingro to “give way to pede^ans 

' and persons on horseback . What 
y. ■’ need fbem of any audible ' warning. 

.. save inemcrgency if one’s brakes 
v . .have failed, 
y.MLBRAHAM 
^JutUor . 

'JUghbaftiby Law Renew 
1 Caine, 

‘ Wiltshire 


Low pollution risk 
from supertankers 

Sir By stating that “between 30 and 
60 per cent of all supertankers cause a 
devastating pollution incident during 
their Hves" (Letters, 12February), 
Professor Disney antihis son have 
totally misrepresentedthe (fata in the 
reference they quote. 

The NAS reportgjyes a rate for . 
serious casualties fapjhe whole 
tanker fleet and not for major oil . 
^aBsfr<nn“STOeiti^!Ers”. The rate 
of major oil spl/ls is much lower, as is 
indicated by the very next section of 
the same report. 

Our own database shows that, 
based on the period since 1974, the ~ 
actual percentage of^ “supertankers!" 
suffering a spill of over 10 , 000 tom 
during 


of over 10,000 tonnes 

. is,atraort, 

between 2 and 4 per cent- Even this is 
an over-estsha^j since the annual 


significantly since the. 1 970s. 
CATHERINE GREY 
InimiaarmalTia^OwnersBMaim 
Federation 
London EC3 


Morals of weather 

Sir: Janet Hind Duff (Letters, 19 
February) is weary of hoaxing 
television presenters makmgonr 
future weather sound like a wartime 


or disapproval reminiscent of 
wartime. 

Hot weather is “good", even 
though many people, like me, 
thoroughly dislike hot weather. Rain 
is “bad”, even if our reservoirs are 
three-quarters empty. Isn’t weather 
forecasting meant to be an amoral • 

sdenefi? 

MILES HO WARTH 
Chelmsford, 

Essen 



The Wvbt Duddon, running through the Duddon Vattey in the Lake 
District National Park Photograph: Mirror Syndication 

National parks are a source of wonder 


Sin A D Evans argues that it is 
“nonsense” to say that the National 
Paries represent the finest 
countryside in England and Wiles 
(Letters, 20 February). 

When the Ramblers’ Association 
and other organisations were 
campaigning in the 1940s for the 
creation of national parks, it was 
never their intention to impose 
judgements on other people about 
what does and does not constitute 
fine countryside. Nor did they have in 
mind a league table of countryside 
areas, ranked in order of scenic 

beauty. 

But there was a wide consensus 
then, as there is now, that places like 
the Lake District, Snowdonia and 
Dartmoor have very special qualities 
which are a source of inspiration and 
wenderto millions of people, and 
which should be protected foi: furore 
generations. That argument found 


favour, and the government’s 
response was to do what many other 
countries have done, before and 
since, namely to designate those 
outstanding stretches of countryside 
as national parks. 

But it is true that several beautiful 
areas which deserved to be 
designated were left out. Tbday, a 
campaign for the creation of farther 
national parks is gaining momentum, 
with the Highlands of Scotland, and 
fcouxitxysvde, such as the 
South Downs and the New Forest, 
high on the fist 
If A D Evans, or anyone else, 
would care to develop a case for 
designating parts of Dorset or 


How to win 
the female vote 

Sir It is no surprise that three out of 

four women are dissatisfied with the 

political parties (“Women’s groups 

set doorstep test for candidates", 19 
February). 

Research by MORI for the Fawcett 
Society last year showed that women 

were less likely than men to trust any 

of the parties, or the party leaders. A 

survey Dy the "Women’s 
Communication Centre produced an 
agenda using women's own words that 

was very different from the agenda of 

any of the main political parties. The 

same survey showed women rejecting 

a political system that was just about 
one party bashing another". 

Research by Demos has revealed a 
deep alienation from politics, 
particularly among younger women. 

"What these studies all show is a 
serious and growing lack of faith 
among women in our political system. 
Unfortunately the response from 

both politicians and the media is 
often to assume that this is a problem 
of presentation, not policies. 
Discussion about the need to appeal 
to women voters in the past few 
months has all too often focused on 
which of the party leaders is more 

physically attractive, rather than 
which bas the most attractive policies. 
It is time thatpotindans realised 

that it will take more than lip service 

to win women’s votes. We want real 

commitments to policies to improve 

life for us and our families. 
SHELAGHDDPLOCK 

Director 

The Fawcett Society 
London EC2 


I readily find a sympathetic 
audience. 

ALAN MATTINGLY 
The Ra mblers ' Association 
London SW& 


Britain must take action on climate change 


Sir Whilst John Gummer must be 
congratulated for barking at the heels' 
of o&er«nm tries to move faster in 
the climate negotiations, he is 
treaefing on very thin ice when he 
implies that the UK’s donate reobril 
eyoud reproach (*TJK meets Rio 
targets on emissions”, 19 February). 

Not only has the Government’s 
climate change p ro g r amm e faded to 
slow growth in energy use bat its 
policies on fossil fuel exploration and 
duction are encouraging the 
opening up of new areas of oD - 
reserves. 

Within weeks of reporting on our 
dimate'poUcies to the UN, the 
Government plan to approve oil 


exploration licences to over 22,000 
square miles of the Atlantic to the 
west erf the UK This is despite the 
fact that the science tells us that 90 
per cent of all oD resources will have 
to stay in the ground if we are to 
avoid dangerous climate change. 

Until the Government takes action 
to address the contradiction between 
its climate commitments and its 
headlong dash into oil, Mr Cummer’s 
baric will be very much louder than 
his bite at this year's international 
donate negotiations. 

MATTHEW SPENCER 
CEmate campaigner 
Greenpeace 
London NI 


The joys of a peanut butter sandwich 


Sir: After I have spent five years 
living on peanut butter sandwiches, 
a seven-year-old, Craig Flatman, 
informs me I could have had all that 
nutrition at half the cost by ; * 
spreading jam instead (“Nothing * 
wrong with jam today", 20 
February). 

Bui thank you forgiving us the 
truth about “restricted" diets. My 
once-a-day sandwich break 
eliminates indigestion, results In no 
loss of energy, and saves much time 
as wen as money and washing up. 
Wharit leaves out, of course, fa the 


social institutionalisation of three 
square menus a day; resulting in a 
constant battle for me to avoid 
meetings mixed with unwanted 
hmdies and dioneis, and to fend off 
suggestions that my “eating disorder" 
needs medical attention. 

Why shouldn’t we grown-up seven- 
year-olds scrap the recipe bode? 
ALAN SHIPMAN 
London NW10 ■ 

Sir Brown orwhite bread? 

SARAH GHENN 
London SW16 


LeCers sbooW be addressed toLettans to the REtoi; The Independent, One Canada Square, Camry Wtar<, Uradon EM SDL 
Offer: 9171-293 2fl5& Ma*iElf*tm<glHdepaida«xaiild and incfmfea daytime IdeplMme nunlNx. 


Reading the 
! genetic tea-leaves 

Sin Genetic testing (report, 19 
February) is a new, glamorous, 
unproven technique that may 
eventually predict, in part, an 
individual’s life expectancy. By 
contrast diet, cholesterol, exercise and 
lifestyle are known risk factors for - 
heart disease and stroke. As a doctor 
undertaking insurance medicals, I am 
surprised that this information is 

consistently ignored. By contrast, 
physical examination still requires me 
to exclude tertiary syphilis (pupil 
reactions and knee jerks) and 
tuberculosis (chest expansion). 

1 have the impression that 
insurance companies work in a 
manner that has, in many cases, more 
in common with reading tea-leaves 
than providing lair and accurate 
premiums for their clients. Genetic 
testing as it stands and will stand until 
a generation or more of individuals 
and families have been studied, adds 
more tea than science. 

ELIZABETH ARMSTRONG 
London SW7 


Keep commerce out 
of public libraries 

Sir. The Government’s support for 
changed patterns of working" for 
public libraries (report, 20 February) 
follows a number of experiments in 
Sunday opening. These experiments 
have been inspired by a dubious wfah 
to embrace the commercial values of 
the ’'market place” rather than by a 
genuine desire to improve public 
services. There is a strong element of 
window dressing m making one or 
two highly visible improvements to 
the service while the standard of the 
service as a whole is declining. Iu this 
atmosphere of enforced cuts, public 
libraries might be well advised to 
maintain easting services and hours 
of opening rather than introducing 
Sunday opening: 

GRAHAM HEDGES 

Secretary 

Librarians’ Christian Fellowship 
Ilford . Essex 


LETTER from. 
THE EDITOR 


TT t has been a week of strange 
I perspectives. I helped judge 
_l_some press awards in the 
BT Tower, then had lunch at 
the top, revolving over London, 
peering down at the squares, 
parks and rooftop gardens. It 
was most unsettling. A couple 
of days later, I reworked a tele- 
vision documentary from the 
1992 general election cam- 
paign. Watching, five years on, 
film of Kinnock in a rictus of 
triumph, John Smith beaming, 
and Tbry strategists looking 
dejected and shellshocked was 
... well, unsettling too - not 
because John Major won, 
against everyone’s expecta- 
tions, but because it was a 
reminder of how little the great, 
busy, self-important political 
flite really knew about what 
was happening, quietly, across 
the rest of the couniiy. Perhaps, 
remembering 1992, ibis coming 
election will be conducted in a 
different atmosphere, a more 
watchful, cautious, diffident 
one. But then again ... 


ie peopl 
others a 


enjoy music, others are bewil- 
dered by “abstract" painting. 
Very sad; London has been 
hosting two of the best exhibi- 
tions of n on-representational 
_ -the 

Hodgkin at the Hay- 
ward, which is just closing, and 
Gillian Ayres at the Royal 
Academy (whose main show is 
the revelatory, unmissable 
“Late Braque ). 

Hodgkin has, I suppose, 
made it into superstar status: 
his work is not really abstract, 
but high-colour representations 
of memory and mood. When I 
went, with a seven-year-old and 
a two-year-old, there were long, 
good-humoured queues wait- 
ing to get in. People in art gal- 
leries tend to behave with 
unusual benign gentleness, like 
tie in Kew Gardens. 1 don’t 
wtry. 

Both children enjoyed the 
bigness and brightness of the 
pictures and tbe elder had no 
difficulty at all in understand- 
ing that they were paintings of 
mood and emotion, not simply 
views, rooms or people. He has 
a big Hodgkin pester in his 
room now: to see such paint- 
ings as “difficult" requires a 
great deal of carefully culti- 
vated adult art blindness. 

What, on the other hand, is 
one supposed to say about 


“London's Monets”, which 
opens next month at the 
National Gallery? The NG is 
an exciting, well-run institu- 
tion. but trying to enjoy Monet 
is like crying to consume an 
entire pound-box of Belgian 
chocolates at a single sitting - 
be is just so stickflyt gushingly, 
revoltingly omnipresent Once 
great, he’s now just Claud 
Money. There is only one way 
to save him for posterity now, 
though it may seem a touch 
Stalinist 

It is for some commission or 
other to be given authority to 
gather up all the world's Mon- 
ets- every one - and buiy them 
in a sealed underground 


Watching film from 
the 1992 election 
campaign was 
unsettling --it was a 
reminder of how 
little the political 
elite knew about the 
rest of the country 


bunker. Every Monet mono- 
graph, collection, poster, tea- 
towel, card and scarf would 
then be burned. Slowly, decade 
by decade, the memory would 
fade into blankness. Monet 
would become as well-known 
as the lost painters of Greece 
und Rome. Then, around 2097, 
suddenly the bunker would be 
reopened. It would be like 
unwrapping paradise. 


Journalists generally and edi- 
tors certainly, are supposed to 
know wbat they think - to stride 
through the week without sec- 
ond thoughts or agonising. But 
as to whether the Mail was 
right to name the five Lawrence 
case youths as murderers, 1 lost 
sleep, or at any rate spent sleep- 
lessness, agonising about my 
own hostility last week. Now the 
Bridgewater case -like the two 
big Irish mistrials of recent 
times - reminds us of the dan- 
ger of leaping to judgement in 
a mood of boiliim public rage. 
It is one of life's dreary, grown- 
up truths that justice and anger 
mix badly. 


• Andrew Man 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


but it has flaws. If there were mistakes there must be the oppor- 
tunity to put them right. It has taken a lot of grief to get tins put 
right - Tim O'Malley, foreman Juror at the original Bridgewater 
Four trial 

He was a man of vision and leadership who profoundly changed 
the life of the Chinese people for the better - Baroness 
on the death of Deng Xiaoping 

Thank you, but Tm sure you meant to say the first openly gay 
man in the Cabinet - Chris Smith, shadow health secretary, on 
being introduced to a Commons reception as the first gay man in 
the Cabinet if Labour wins the election 

Fi>r the first time since Ibny Blair was elected leader, people are 
beginning to imagine that Labour may yet lose the election, what- 
ever the opinion polls say - Lord Desai, Labour peer 

Tm just taking a holiday from tbe Old Testament to explore 
unknown territory. I expect that when I come back to the Bible 
HI be glad to be home - Dr Alan Smithson, Bishop ofJarroH', who 
E gpting up ihe Bible far Lent and reading the Konm each day 
What the modern generation does not understand is that you can 
love people without going to bed with them - Lord Hutchinson, 
husband of the late Dame teggy Ashcroft who has Seen described 
in a new book as bang promiscuous 
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the Saturday story 


Sacked: the 
massacre at 
Benin and one of 
the bronzes 
taken by the 
British. There is 
a campaign for 
such treasures 
to be returned 
Painting: 

Mary Evans 
Picture library 
Bronze: '^British 
Museum 
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The looting of Benin 


O n the half-landing 
of the main stair- 
case of the British 
Museum hangs a 
unique display of 
50 bronzes, depicting small 
groups of African soldiers in 
militaiy gear. These are just a 
small percentage of the 900 
magnificent bronze sculptures. 
daLing from the 16th century, 
that were seized from the 
palace of Benin during a British 
imperial rampage in west 
Africa 100 years ago. in 
February 1897. 

The campaign against Benin, 
a small city-state east of Lagos 
in what is now southern Nige- 
ria, involved the invasion and 
destruction of the state, the 
show trial of its king, the exe- 
cution of its leading chiefs, the 
torching of the royal palace, 
and the burning of innumerable 
villages. Throughout the fight- 
ing. in which “friendly" black 
troops were put in the forward 
ranks, British forces were 
largely protected by the steady 
use of the Maxim machine- 
gun. These typical 
atrocities of the 
British colonial 
era go unmen- 
tioned in the 
museum' s accompany- 
ing wall notice, a continuing 
indication of Britain’ s official 
reluctance to come to terms 
with the real cost of its imper- 
ial past. Now Bemie Grant, the 
Labour MP, is backing a cam- 
paign for the looted treasures 
held in museums in London 
and Scotland to be returned to 
the King of Benin. 


Richard Gott reappraises a British outrage 
against a tiny African fiefilom 100 years ago 



The British “punitive expe- 
dition” of 1897 did not just 
result in the seizure of the 
Benin bronzes. It also helped 
inspire Joseph Conrad's great 
novel Heart of Darkness. 
Thanks to the researches of the 
Swedish writer Sven Lindqyist, 
we have a detailed knowledge 
of what Conrad had been read- 
ing when he started writing at 
the end of 1898. In a new book. 
Exterminate all the Brutes, to be 
published this spring by Granta, 
Lindqvist uses this fearsome 
phrase of Conrad's anti-hero 
Kurtz to illuminate the Euro- 
pean origins of genocide. 

There will be much celebra- 
tion tbis year of the 50th 
anniversary of Indian indepen- 
dence in 1947. There will be 
rather fewer memorial meet- 
ings recalling the centenary of 
the empire's heyday, when" the 
British advanced into Africa 
like Hitler into the Ukraine. 

The expedition against Benin 
was the culmination of several 
British assaults on the west 
African kingdoms that now 
form Nigeria. In 1897, it was the 
turn of Oba Ovonramwen, king 
of Benin, to deliver up his land, 
his people, and bis treasures to 
a British army. The 40-year-old 
Qbahad kept his kingdom iso- 
lated and independent, but the 
British were endlessly plotting 
to overcome his protectionist 
zeaL These were the years of the 
global rubber boom, conse- 
quent on John Dunlop's inven- 
tion of the rubber inner tube. 
The virgin forests of Benin 
looked especially attractive. 

The man who encompassed 
the Oba's downfall, Ralph 
Moor, was effectively the gov- 
ernor of Britain's Niger Coast 
protectorate. Moor, 36, had 
long argued that Benin should 
be opened up to trade, “if nec- 


essary by force". Like so many 
other colonial policemen, he 
had earlier been an inspector 
with the Royal Irish Constabu- 
lary, stifling rebellion in' Ireland. 
Translated to Africa, he was to 
become one of Conrad's Kurtz- 
like figures, bringing “civilisa- 
tion'’ to the natives. 

Moor’s henchmen . were 
equally keen for action. With 
Moor away in London, his 
deputy, Lt James Phillips, 
requested permission from the 
Foreign Office in December 
1896 “to depose and remove 
the King of Benin". He sent a 
messenger to the Oba announc- 
ing an impending "visit’ to 
Benin. Then, without waiting 
for a reply, he advanced on the 
Oba's kingdom - with a small 
force of 10 British officers, a 
column of 200 African porters, 
and a drum-and-fife band. 

The Oba treated what 
seemed like an imminent 
British invasion as a national 
emergency. Later in the year, 
from eyewitnesses, the British 
pieced' together an account of 
what went on. explaining why 
the British Museum’s Benin 
bronzes, when first captured, 
were found to be heavily caked 
with blood. 

“Twelve men were taken", 
with 12 cows, goats, sheep and 
chickens. “The animals were 
killed near the altar, and the 
blood from them was sprinkled 
on the big ivories and the brass 
work" The 12 prisoners, “with 
gags tied in their mouths, and 
held each by four strong men", 
were led to a well where their 
heads were cut off. 

This was portrayed as a form 
of human sacrifice, and the 
British used it to justify the 
seizure and destruction of 
Benin. Yet the eyewitness 
accounts also stressed that 


those sacrificed were criminals, 
already sentenced to death- 
Unaware of these fearsome 
rituals, Lt Phillips pressed on 
regardless, and in Benin, it was 
decided that Chief Olog- 
bosheri, the Oba’s son-in-law, 
should be sent out with an 
armed group to check his 
advance. 

On 4 January, 1897, on the 
road to Benin, the British force 
was ambushed by Ologbosheri. 
Many of the African carriers 
were captured, and many left 
dead. Lt Phillips himself and 
eight British officers were 
killed. Only two of the whites 
escaped . It was an unexpected 
and unusual victory . 

C laims were later made 
that Lt Phillips’s expedi- 
tion was unarmed. This 
was not so. The British officers 
took no machine-guns, but they 
bad revolvers with them. In the 
African heat, they had been 
kept locked up in boxes carried 
by their African porters. 

A brutal British response 
was not long in coming. The 
deaths of so many officers pro- 
vided the opportunity that 
Ralph Moor had been looking 
for. “Force" could now be 
safely used against Benin. A 
“punitive expedition" was 
organised under the command 
of Admiral Sir Harry Rawson, 
the commander-in-chief at 
Cape Town. Within a month, an 
£lite force of 1,200 British sol- 
diers, brought to the Benin 
River from 4,000 miles away 
(from London, Cape Town and 
Malta), had landed on the 
Nigerian coast, and teamed up 
with several hundred black 
troops, locally recruited. Thou- 
sands of African porters were 
brought from the British mili- 
tary base at Sierra Leone. 


Admiral Rawson’s three- 
pronged attack on Benin City 
in February 1897 was no 
pushover. Each of his advanc- 
ing columns met strong resis- 
tance from the local African 
population. The first one was 
harassed by Benin soldiers for 
several days. The second one 
was attacked in its base camp 
and the commanding officer 
was killed. 

The story of the third one is 
given in the diary of Felix Roth, 
a naval surgeon. He provides 
considerable evidence of the 
indiscriminate way in which 
British forces used their 
machine-guns to mow down 
Benin resistance. “We shelled 
the village, and cleared it of the 
natives. As the launch and surf- 
boats grounded, we jumped 
into the water ... at once placed 
our Maxims and guns in posi- 
tion, firing so as to clear the 
bush where the natives might 
be hiding.” 

Luckily, Roth recoeded, "no 
white men were wounded: we 
all got off scot-free." This 
providential protection was 
easily explained. “Our black 
troops, with the scouts in front 
and a few Maxims, do all the 
fighting." 

Benin City was finally cap- 
tured on IS February, British 
marines put the palaces and 
compounds to the torch. Worse 
was to come. After three days, 
the fires got out of control, 
burning up what was left of the 
city as well as the equipment of 
the invading British force. 
Much of the carved woodwork 
in the Oba’s palace was IosL 

Thus was destroyed the great 
city of Benin. Miraculously, its 
extraordinary collection of 
bronze sculptures, depicting 
the chief events of the history 
of Benin’s people, had sur- 
vived. These treasures were 
removed by the British txoo 
and subsequently auctioned 
the Admiralty to d * 
cost of the 


rally to defray the 
: expedition. Most of 


the 900 bronzes were bought by 

museums in Germany. Only a 
handful found their way to the 
British Museum. 

For a further six months, a 
small British force harried the 
countryside in search of the 

Oba and his chiefs who has fled. 

Cattle were seized and villages 
destroyed. Not until August 
was the Oba cornered and’ 
brought back to his ruined city. 

A n immense throng »a> 
assembled to witness 
the ritual humiliation 
that the British imposed r*n 
their subject peoples. The Oha 
was required to kneel down in 
front of the British military 
“resident" of the town, and to 
literally bite the dust. Sup- 
ported' by two chiefs, the king 
made obeisance three times, 
rubbing his forehead on the 
ground three times. He was 
told that he had been deposed. 

Some weeks later. Ralph 
Moor, the orchestra tor of these 
events, arrived to prepare the 
final humiliation. “Now this is 
white man' s country." Moor 
told the Oba. "There is only 
one king in the countty. and 
that is the white mart." The Oba 
and his chiefs were then sub- 
jected to a show trial, charged ; 
with the murder of Lt Phillips. “ 
Moor was the judge. 

While the life "of the Oba 
himself was spared, six of his 
chiefs were condemned to 
death. One of them. Olog- 
bosheri, continued a guerrilla 
struggle against the British 
for another two years. But he 
too was eventually captured, 
and hanged. The Oba was 
exiled to Calabar, and 
replaced by Chief Obaseki. a 
controller of many villages 
with rubber-producing forests. 
These were soon sold off to 
European firms, to supply the.. ^ 
rubber for Europe. ' t 
The British made much of 
the cruelties of the Benin king- 
dom in justifying their military 
action. In the jargon of the laic 
20th century, they would have 
claimed that they were acting t< > 

E reserve human rights. Yet 
ner investigation showed that 
the cruellies practised in Benin 
were not as great as originally 
pictured. The idea of Benin 
rule "as one of bloodstained 
despotism", wrote one histo- 
rian, “appears at variance with 
the truth". 

Years later, in Januaiy 1914, 
the exiled Oba died in Cal- 
abar. Ralph Moor committed 
suicide in Bames in Septem- 
ber 1909. drinking the potas- 
sium cyanide he had bought to 
kill the wasps in his garden. 
Admiral Rawson became gov- 
ernor of New South Wales. 
And less than 20 years after 
the British had so recklessly/ 
turned their machine-guns on ’ 
the Africans of Benin, they 
were to receive a taste of their 
own medicine in th - First 
World War. 

Meanwhile, museums arc 
refusing to return the Benin 
treasures. As one curator put it: 
“We are not in the business of 
redressing historic wrongs." 
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In these days of 

increased aggression and bad 
behaviour, it seems that not 
even celebrities are safe 
from the danger of a harsh 
word or a flying fist. I 
noticed in the papers this 
week that a court case had 
taken place starring Eddie 
Izzard. a very nice bloke who 
wouldn’t hurt a fly, not that 
that personal characteristic 
has ever been much 
protection against yobbos. 
Eddie, apparently, was 
waiting at a cab rank when he 
was abused by a passer-by 
who was obviously somewhat 
sozzled. In these situations, it 
is usually better just to take 
the flak and grin inanely, 
but one can understand 
Eddie’s reaction which 
involved giving as good as be 
got. Fisticuffs occurred, 
leaving Eddie with a punch in 
the gob. The perpetrator 
was fined and Eddie seemed 
happy that justice had been 
done. 

The problem is that there 
are certain people who are 
always going to warn jo have 
a go at people they see on the 
telly and, therefore. I can’t 
understand what possessed 
Eddie to go and wait at a cab 
rank at a time when drunk 
people were likely to be 
wandering by. I have to admit 


1 am like a bat out of hell 
from stage door to car. just in 
case an incarnation of Yobbo 
Man is hanging about outside 
looking for a ruck. 1 once felt 
rather put out when X arrived 
toute settle at The Mrs Merton 
Show in a cab to witness 
Chris Eubank being escorted 
in by four very heavy looking 
blokes. Then again, I expect 
far more people in an alcohol 
frenzy would want to have a 
go at taking him out, rather 
than me. I hope so anyway. 

Whilst wandering across 
Leicester Square the other 
day I was greeted by a bloke 
selling The Big Issue, which 
besides being for a good 
cause is actually a decent 
magazine. We bad a bit of a 
chat and he seemed very 
cheesed off because he had 
only sold about four copies in 
the previous hour. However, 
that was not the source of his 
frustration. He said he had 
had enough of people being 
so rude. He didn’t actually 
mind the fact that people 
didn't want to buy it, but it 
was the way in which they 
didn’t want to buy it that 
wound him up. Apparently, 
the vast majority of people 
are veiy surly. Not a “No, 
thank you” or “Sony, mate” 
ever emanates from their 



week 


lips. Now I suspect some of 
this may be to do with the 
nauseating attitude The Sun 
has taken towards The Big 
Issue . but I also think it has 
something to do with the fact 
that the vast majority of 
people are absolutely useless 

at communicating, so they 
don't bother to do anything. 
This contributes to the 
already [airly strong feelings 
of uselessness and low self- 
esteem that many homeless 
people have. So, if you’ve 
never bought a Big Issue , go 
on, treat yourself yon might 
actually enjoy iL And if you 
don't buy one, at least fry 
and be polite. 

The pofice landed 

themselves in it again recently 
when a comedian booked for 
a charity fund-raiser attended 
by black and Asian people 


began cracking racist jokes. 
On the plus side, the police 
did apologise, although 
probably only because it 
would have looked bad if 
they hadn't. I also find it hard 
to believe that comics can 
actually perform racist 
material in front of black and 
Asian people without feeling 
so embarrassed they have to 
stop. This, despite the fact 
that Howard Jacobson, in his 
series on comedy, says that 
racist jokes are all about 
having a go at racism. (Good 
one, Howard). I once did a 
show up in Manchester with 
what you would call a 
“traditional" comic and a 
Chippendale type group 
called the Centurions. The 
gig was for employees of a 
beer company who sold stuff 
on the phone. At the front, 
one whole table consisted of 


Asian women and the comic 
turned to them and said, 
“You're not from round here 
are you? “No,” piped up one 
of them, “we're from 
Oldham.” lt was his biggest 
laugh of the night. 

Hamburg's prostitutes took 
some time off (his week to 
protest about the closure of 
one of (he city’s hospitals. 
This hospital, which is in the 
docks area, has traditionally 
catered for those individuals 
who have been rejected by 
everyone else, to a city which 
has more millionaires than 
any other city to Germany, li 
seems as though many place, 
like this are closing down, 
because they appear to be' 
considered a bit of a luxury . 
We all seem to be turning 
our backs on the ° 
dispossessed and letting our 
humanity be eroded, hit bv 
bit Still, if the prostitutes 
stay on strike, one can be 
reassured that the city's 
bigwigs will eventually be 
spurred into action. 

PS. Pin off on a week’s 

holiday next week, so m\ 
mum will he doing my 
column for me. LetYhopc 
she's not too good, or I'm nt 
of a job. (Only kidding mum 
— go for iL) 
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the commentators 



Were ike couple 
who made love 
in a theatre 
really 

perjbrming in 


public? 


david 



l. 



"t was only (Brian Conley 
ater; as be 


I t 

said later) as be sang the 
final bars of California Hen; 
I Come that the singer realised 
■O' that the couple in the box near- 
east the stage were having it 
^ away. At first the woman in the 
r.^-O London theatre was merely 
. t,"- giving the man what Mr Con- 
.... . ley railed “the Hugh Grant 

’ V treatment" (pushing her fringe 
. behind her ears, I suppose, 
< and grinning inanely), but then 

. O’- she hutched up her skirt and 
O'- , was sitting cm his lap; facing 
- - him. 3 missed quite a few 
. ‘O • notes”. Mr Conley’s revela- 
?. , tions have, naturally, caused 
c quite a stir. We are all anxious 
O' . to knew what exactly was going 
O on here. 

' -:i We may speculate that - 
‘ perhaps - the woman’s name 
. was California (this is not 
impossible given the US ten- 
•O dencyto name girisafier places 

. v - as in Chelsea Clinton and 
Piddletrenthyde Perot), and 
that the show, Jolson, was cho- 
i sen because this particular song 
would add lustre to the act I 
should also admit that one 
- pleasant aspect of this story is 
7. that the man was described as 
past 40 and tubby, while the 
woman was a shapely young 
blonde. This suggests that the 
. . ~ public sex was her idea, since 
his fantasies would have been 
. j just as well served by a quickie 
in a hotel-room. 

This view is strengthened 
.. “ by the fact that, having origi- 
nally straddled her partner, 
facing towards him from the 
stage, she decided to complete 
7 her performance while looking 
“■ down upon ; Mr Cooley. Male 
readers wD jfe famBnir. with.. 
- - such sudden, shifts of interest; 
on the part off the women that 
they love. 

It is also just possible that 
this was a couple trying hard to 
conceive, and that temperature 
and time had conjoined in a 
particular way. If so the couple 
deserve - at least - a standing 
ovulation. 

A quick jQick through the rel- 
evant literature, however, 
reveals that - according to the 
. : authoritative Daily Mirror 
National Sex Survey- the most 
, ■ . common sexual fantasy among 

- ; all Britons, male and female, is 
, j; making love in a public place. 
Thirty-three per cent of us, it 
. seems, are gagging to do it over 
a table in a taveraa, on a bus 
banquette, or in a vet's waiving 
room. Mind you, the same sur- 
vey also discovered that 47 per 


cent of Scottish males had 
recently had sex out of doors. 
I find this most unlikely, unless 
the s u rve y was rrf farm animals 
And even then ... 

But is a box in a theatre a 
public place at all? Is it not 
rather a way of being private In 
public? After all, you arc per- 
mitted to do all kinds of fhmgs 
in it-that are prohibited in, say, 
the stalls, ran may eat, you 
may drink. You may retreat to 
the back and dip your toenails 
or adjust your underwear. The 
Queen even has a" loo at the 
back of her box, saving her 
from making an embarrassing 
appearance m the long, fidgety 
queue for the. ladies, and sav- 
ing Philip from the inevitable 
curiosity of men in next door 
urinals, when confronted with 
a flash of royal pink. She also 
has a drinks cabinet, so dm die 
does not have to look out for 
an interval collection of glasses 
and bottles, bearing the damp 
legend “HM Queen”. 

Clearly -firings may be 
accomplished in a box in com- 



vacy fails to be total So at i 
point does the private become 
public? Is it the crunching of 
crisps, the popping of cham- 
pagne corks, anoccasiona] soft 
Belch, an over-appreciative 
smack of the Kps, audible gasps 
of sexual excitement? Do these 
break box protocol, demanding 
complaints to the authorities, 
or admonitory taking from 
neighbours? Qr do they only 
count when -the person to 
whom these, sounds are . 
attached is in plain view? . . 

Let ns. extend the scope of 
this question; Ifyou pass across 
your own window naked en 
route for the knicker drawer, is 
that in decent exposure? Or let 
us take file example of a urinal 
in the press gallery at the 
House of Commons, where 
file configuration of open win- 
dow and porcelain means that 
an unguarded half turn will 
inevitably expose one to file 
full view of anyone standing in 
the courtyard below - should 
they have the capacity for 
instantly resolving such a nec- 
essarily fleeting image. Is that 
peeing in pubhc? 

If the answer is no, then 
there is a case for saying that 
our amatory couple did noth- 
ing wrong - and that the real 
culprit is Mr Conley, who 
should have averted his eyes 
and finished his song. 


When a man loves 

being a woman 


T strange about the 
reaction to the two 
men who this week 
admitted* to under- 
going sex changes; s ti an ger 
than the sight of two burly 
males, a family doctor and a 
teacher; posing proudly in 
skirts and silk scarves. The 
coverage of their transsexual- 
ity, aKapugh inevitably intru- 
sive, was largely positive. Yes- 
terday's Daily Mail story, for 
example, was beadhned “The 
New Look for Dr John 
Browne”; The Daily Telegraph-. 
“Patients back GP who is to 
become a woman”, noting that 
his suivejy bad been flooded 
with caTk of support . Even the 
tabloids ventured nothing 
more sensational than the 
Star's “Sir teOs kids; call me 


hyjqjo Moyes 


When newspapers best 
known for their adherence to 
the most traditional of family 
. values — their Hi mwt for 
those who faB outside their 
parameters - begin covering 
such stories not just fairly but 
positively, there is something of 
a sea change going on. 

The Nineties, it was pre- 
dicted, would be the decade in 
which gender boundaries 
would finally dissolve, and to 
someextent fins has been vin- 
dicated. There are an estimated 
65,000 transsexuals in Britain, 
with a 50 per cent rise in 
demand for operations since 
the mid-Eightks. Appearances 
have become more androgy- 
nous, with long-haired men 
tmd&aveiirheaded women the 
noun, and merchamfisexs such 
as Calvin Klein capitalising on 
this with phenomenally suc- 
cessful androgynous scents. 

Two of the most popular 
male entertainers of the 
moment wear women's 
clothes: the drag queen L3y 
Savage and the comedian 
Eddie frzard, whose prefer- 
ences for make-up and high 
heels are so established as to go 
largely unremarked upon. 
Their predecessors. Boy 
George and Jul ian Gary, are 
almost pas$6. These icons, 
together with increasing num- 
bers, of gay- marriages and 
same-sex. adoptions have 
helped, bhir' the boundaries 
ana foster a more 
acceptance that gender 
races are not limited to those 
between man and woman. 

A more sympathetic view 
towards transseznality may also 
stem from recent scientific 
claims that this condition could 
have a physiological origin. It 
has been noted that trans- 
sexuals may have an extra X 
chromosome, while Nature 
magazine reported that in 
transsexuals the stria termi- 
naBs, a region of the brain, was 
more Ufce a woman’s. 

But perhaps the biggest fac- 
tor has been the growth of the 
colt of self-fulfilment Imported 
from fiie United States, fos- 
tered by a thousand talk shows; 
this movement proposes that 
everyone has a right to feel per- 



Change of life: Dr Joanna Browne (toff), formerly Dr John Browne (left inset), and 
teacher Tbni Bradey; previously Tony Bradley Photographs: Apex OeftyCftve Posttethwafte 

There is a widespread accepted 
differences are not limited to those bet^reen male and 
female . . . and a more syn^athetic viewed 


sonally fulfilled, whatever the 
cost. By this reasoning, Diane 
Blood has a moral right to 
have a baby by her dead hus- 
band. Apafiem has the right to 
ilastic surgery on the NHS 


letr aj 

makes them 
depressed. Transsexuals have 
the light to change their birth 
certificate in order that they can 
feel properly female, and per- 
haps even adopt. In the face of 
such personal unhappiness, 
who mold be eburlisb enough 
to deny them? 

The problem is that per- 
sonal fulfilment often comes at 
a cost - often someone else’s 
personal fulfilment The wife 
of Dr John Browne, Shirley, 
said yesterday that she felt 
bereaved by his change of gen- 


der. “I have suffered a loss. We 
were happily married wifii five 
wonderful children. Now, here 
I am on my own," she said. She 
added that if she could “press 
a magic button” and get back 
the man she married, she 
would. 

The fadings of their five 
children are unzeported, but in 
1993, St George’s Hospital in 
London opened a clinic for 
childrra suffering gender iden- 
tity disorders -including those 
undergoing trauma from sud- 
denly acquiring two “mum- 
mies" or “daddies”. 

Finite resources for the 
health service mean that sex- 
change operations for trans- 
sexuals cannot but draw 
resources from other areas of 
medicine. While it is unlikely 


that other patients will die as 
a result, health trusts are likely 
to have to weigh up requests 
for sex-change operations 
against, for example, hip 
replacements: a transsexual’s 
right to fulfilment against a 
pensioner’s right to mobility. 
Many trusts have already done 
this, cancelling all “non- 
essential" surgery. 

Sometimes the frenetic 
search for self-fulfilment may 
ultimately prove misguided. 
According to studies in Amer- 
ica and Holland, around one in 
20 post-operative transsexuals 
changes his or her mind after 
suigeiy, and around one in 10 
never adjusts and often 
becomes deeply depressed. 

This may be for a number of 
reasons; many people who 


approach clinics about gender 

tJ^^hproblems stem from 
something other than their sex- 
ual status. And others have 
unrealistic expectations of bow 
happy gender reassignment is 
going to make them. 

Unfortunately, the majority 
of raaJe-to-femaJe sex-change 
cases are always going to look 
just that: sex-ebange cases. 
Large hands and feet, broad 


shoulders and coarse sltin cre- 
ate physically unconvincing 
women, as do the exaggerated 
versions of femininity that 
malty choose to become: less 
Jessica Lange than Tbotsie. 

And while they might sec 
themselves as folly female, 
such enlightened views do not 
always extend to the public at 
large. Jacquic Gavin, a recently 
married transsexual, told last 
year bow, as she sat jn a pub 
whb her husband, one man, 
followed try his friend and then 
their wives, approached simply 
to stare at her. 

Stephanie Lloyd, a trans- 
sexual and the director of the 
Albany GendeT Identity Clinic 
in Manchester, is among those 
who have gone cm record to say 
that sex-change surgery should 
actually be more difficult to 
obtain, rather than easier. A 
very small proportion of those 
who approach the clink for 
help go ahead with full surgery 
once they know the lull (acts. 

Mike Evert a factory worker 
and a father of three, would 
agree. He reversed bis opera- 
tion after suffering a nervous 
breakdown. He said after- 
wards: “It’s one thing to want 
to become a woman - but a 
completely different thing to 
don. I wouldn’t recommend it 
to aityone. You end up destroy- 
ing your life and those of the 
people dose to you. The world 
doesn’t accept you. You always 
remain a misfit." 

Women might actually ask 
why, without the benefits of 
childbirth, men would want to 
be women anyway. They arc 
voluntarily choosing a lifestyle 
where they are more likely to 
be in low-status, low-satisfac- 
tion employment, where they 
win probably earn less than 
their male colleagues, and run 
the risk of being sexually 
harassed. They will have to 
learu that their short skirts 
and feminine high heels will 
put them at risk after dark, and 
that if they faQ to heed these 
rules there will be little sym- 
pathy. Perhaps they should 
note that in surveys where 
respondents were asked if they 
would like to change sex-just 
for a day - while the vast 
majority of women said yes. the 
vast majority of men said no. 

Once the fist euphoric flush 
of femininity has died away, 
transsexuals may find that 
being a woman, let akme a con- 
structed one, is not all it's 
cracked up to be. If this proves 
the case for Dr Browne and Mr 
Bradley, let’s hope the 
sympathy that is currently pro- 
pelling them through the diffi- 
cult process of gender reas- 
signment remains in place to 
help pick up the pieces. 



square, but it’s wondrous 


W hat made the _ 

“seven wonders of the 
world" wonderful? 
Their elegance, perhaps; their 
locations (in the centres of old 
civilisations, such as Rhodes 
and Olympia), maybe. But 
mom than anything, it was their 
size. They inspired wonder 
because they were fantastic 
fears of engineering. 

Well, we are toolm 



tery” of consciousness, ultra- 
sound pictures of babies in the 

womb, genes that control limb 
development, the songs of 


apes; no wonder we felt proud 
of our artefacts. You might 
argue that the Hanging Gar- 
dens of Babylon were amaz i n g 
for their vegetation, but putting 
plants on a terrace isn't bard. 
The trick is keeping them alive. 
(That was done using 
Archimedes Screws - which 
look like stationary drills made 
a dosed cylinder — to lift^ the 

water from the Euphrates river, 

up .75 feet to the trees and 

shrubs.) 

But the original worn 
have not survived vary well. Oi 
the original seven, only’ the 
pyramids are still standing. 

(The Thj Mahal was drafted m 

as a substitute wonder m mod- 
ern times.) So what should we 
find wonderful in the modern 

world? 

On Monday tbe BBC starts 
a new TV $eries,&ran Wonders 
of the World, in which it asks 
seven scientists to nominate 
their seven “modem wonders. 

T JiminnrjgS SUCh 8® Richard 

Dawkins and Steven Pinker 
offer ideas such as the djgitisa- 
tion oi our voices by the phone 
network, the “ultimate mys- 


The original 
seven 
wonders 
were built 
without iL 
But the 
technological 
world would 
not exist 
without the 
square root 
of -3, says 
' Charles 
Arthur 


All very worthy; but none of 
those, on its own, gives a chic 
to bow we have advanced in the 
few thousand years since the 
first of the original seven won- 
das was buftt. Yet we know that 
we have; even on a visceral 
level, we know that we’re more 
advanced* than those ancient 
peoples. Not physically, maybe, 
bat mentally. Wc know some- 
thing they didn’t But what? 
What is the tool weVe made 
that sets ns apart? 

There is one overwhelming 
candidate, which appears in 
the first programme of the 
series about Aubrey Manning, 
professor of natural history at 
Edinburgh University. He calls 
it the result of “me human 
intellect fixing on all cyimders”. 
All the original seven wonders 
of tbe world were built without 
it But almost nothing In the 
modern, technological world 
could be- 
lt’s a tool yon can’t touch. 
Yet .without jt many of those 
things described above - the 
digital phone network; ultra- 
sound monitors, the micro- 
phones able to pick op whale 
songs, autofocus cameras; the 
machines that sequence genes 
so that scientists can identify 
them — would be a dream. 
How appropriate then that the 
tool fcflsdf imaginary: i, the 
square root of -h 


Now, all numbers are in one 
sense imagmaiy; they’re just 
ways of dumping together 
objects and concepts. But we 
czm earity understand the idea 
of dropping one brick, or half 
a brick, on our feet Wfc can fol- 
low that tbe anxmiferenceGfa 
circle Is always twice its radius 
times a constant called pi. We 
can understand that you need 
square roots to work out the 
length of the longest side of a 
right-angled tn angle. The. 
ancients had all those mathe- 
matical took. 

However, according to the 
“rules" of everyday maths, 
there is no such thing as a . 
number that, multiplied by 
itself, gives you a negative num- 
ber. Yet you can earity create 
equations in which that would 

jri+T^^r^WhaTrafe of x 
make this true? Clearly, when 
j: equals the square root of -1. 

Yon could grapple with this 
problem for a mule before 
deciding it was insoluble. And 
for centuries that’s what math- 
ematicians did. Bui they also 
recognised that it would be 
realty useful if -1 did have a 
square root 

The concept oft and of solv- 

i ... - - ■«.. 2 *■»_ i O _ 


0 (winch is true when x — 1+i 
or % *1-0 was first formally 
introduced by the Itafranmath- 
twtarirfcin Pafiiet Bom belli in 
the 16th century, though this 
tqcd didn’t begin to be used 
(petty for another 100 years, 
Jean Robert Argand, a 


French mathematician- Such 
solutions to equations, in which 
i is mixed in with “rod" num- 
bers, are known as “complex 
numbers". 

Of course yon wonder what 
use such equations are in the 
modern wciiid, beyond giving 
maths-phobic schoolchildren 
(and parents) headaches. Iron- 
ically, many schoolchildren 
harbour dreams that couldn’t 
be fulfilled without complex 
□umbers. 

‘Bike a simple electrical dr- 
cuit with a resistor CQnristmg of 
a wound wire. Put an alternat- 
ing current in. To understand 
and predict how the output of 
that dreuit varies as you change 
its characteristics (the fre- 
quency of the alternating cur- 
rent, the thickness of the resis- 
tor wire), you'll have to use 
complex numbers. 

Sound abstruse? Actually, 
that wound-wire dreuit is an 
exact description of an electric 
guitar pickup, or a mkxophone. 
(The movement of the metal 
guitar string or microphone 
diaphragm dtstarbs a field gen- 
erated by a magnet inride the 
instrument that induces a cur- 
rent in a wire wrapped around 
the magnet.) Everyone from 
Hank Marvin to Noel Gal- 
lagher to Damon Albaxn has 
been dabbling in i without real- 
ising it 

Pretty soon yon find that 
compkx numbers are necessary 
to manipulate anything involv- 
ing electromagnetism. Then an 
engineer will tell you that 


they’re remarkably useful for 
something called “fast Fourier 
transforms" — a means of find- 
ing out what frequencies are 
contained In an electric or 
sound waveform. In turn that 
helps you digitise the waveform 
and then reconstitute it -from 
a compact disc, say. 

A radio engineer will help- 
fully point out that complex 
numbers are essential for 
undemanding the behaviour of 
transmitting and receiving aeri- 
als, and also help you design 
working fibre-optic cables. The 
tools that btrild computers and 
the computers themselves all 

rety on an understanding of the 
electronic drains inside them: 
more complex numbers- The 
whole phone network - from 
the handset to the cable to the 
transmission - relies on the 
damn things. The machines 
that sequence genes do, too. 
Anywhere you look in a mod- 
ern room, you ’ll see something 

that either uses them or was 
made using electricity whose 
generation required their 
manipulation. 

Yet despite permeating our 
lives, complex numbers ami i 
retain their ethereal property: 
you can’t point to them, and 
you can’t draw them on a piece 
of paper. Yet they are the most 
useful tool that the human race 
has developed in the past 2000 
years. If you want to imagine a 
world without imaginary num- 
bers, just go back a millennium 
or so. That realty is something 
to wonder about. 



GESfjmgit so murk amr mr major” 


Lucky Bloke! 

Broken down - miles from home 
end about to test GEM RECOVERY Now read on— 


GEM RECOVERY ij [hr DlOSt 
comprehensive, flexible and 
economical breakdown scheme 

available today. Dojm qualify?* 
Whitt it does 
Everything you need - fasti 
A call to our Creep bone 24 hour 
Helpline and well get an avro 
or rrr approved garage (usually 
within 35 minutes) to fix your car 
and well refund the labour cost. 
O5 if you prefer, wrU cover the 
total cast of recovery to any 
address in the UR. 

Ahcmaovety well pay for road 
or rail travel {return), and even 


emergency hotel accommodation 
overnight for you and all your 
passengers. Beat that! 

What it costa 

A special introductory offer for 
the all-inclusive price of £36.00 
(normally £41 .00) gives you full 
membership of this superb 
Recovery Scheme. 

Find out more 

Call: 0645 645505 (local rate! 
now. You will discover that our 
members don't have to rely on 
luck. They have the wisdom 
that comes with experience. 


Com pa re there pri ce * for rim i lo r t 
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RECOVERY... 


THE BEST BUY IN BREAKDOWN 
Emm The Guild of Experienced Motoriw 


EUROPEAN 

COVER 

fbran equally 
tompeiiihe pnn; 
“^embers can 

^joyetcharve 
cover for car and 

ffledicaj expenses 

'throughout Europe, ■ 

(Please ask for details. 


j To; gem pg box 42, forest Rnw, East $uttcx ttuiS 
Please send me derails of gem recovery O 
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Centrica director quits in political feud 

Tories oppose Lambeth Council 
chief’s non-executive job 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

A political farce has struck ai 
British Gas's former supply 
business. Centrica, just four 
days after it split itself off as a 
separate company. 

The farce culminated yes- 
terday in the surprise resigna- 
tion from Centrica's board of 
Heather Rabbatts, the former 
barrister and currently the high 
profile chief executive of 
Lambeth Council, following a 
typically bitter internal feud 
among rival political factions in 
the London borough. 

Ms Rabbatts told councillors 
last November of her intention 
to join the Centrica board as a 
non-executive director. She was 
drafted in to grapple with Lam- 
beth's catalogue of problems 
two years ago on a £115,000 
salary, reputed to be the high- 
est in local government. 

Most Labour members at 
Lambeth, a "hung" authority in 
which no party exercises over- 
all control, had supported the 
job at Centrica. Ms Rabbatts 
had pledged to pay her £20,000 
salary from Centrica, which 
covered her attendance at eight 
board meeting* a year, to local 
charities. It was believed to be 
the first time a salaried council 
official had been appointed to 
a non-executive directorship. 

Jim Dickson, leader of the 
Labour group, said yesterday: 
“failure to support her appoint- 
ment is a missed opportunity for 
Lambeth. It would have provid- 
ed a productive trade in ideas be- 
tween tbe public and private 
sectors for the benefit of both." 


pub 

has 


A source at the council said: 
“We have had our own well- 
known problems here just like 
British Gas. including terrible 
service and a dreadful press 
reputation. Heather is sorting 
that out and I would have 
thought her experience would 
have come in useful at Centri- 
ca." 

However in what appeared to 
be a bizarre twist of allegiances 
Conservative councillor^, sup- 
ported by some local union of- 
ficials, opposed the appointment 
In the local press. Unison, the 
iublic service union which also 
many Centrica members, had 
claimed the directorship was an- 
other example of the “fat cat" 
mentality which bad plagued 
the company and was now creep- 
ing into local government 
Councillor Bernard Gentry, 
deputy leader of the Conserv- 
ative group, said: “Lambeth is 
still in a dreadful mess. Her 
time is needed here." He also 
said the Conservatives would be 
investigating why Ms Rabbatts 
had apparently taken up the ap- 
pointment despite needing to 
seek approval from councillors 
beforehand. 

The Conservative group said 
this was a serious develop- 
ment Mr Gentry denied that 
bis local party's opposition to 
Ms Rabbatts' Centrica job was 
a break with normal Conserv- 
ative policy, which encourages 
the injection of business prin- 
ciples into tbe public services. 

Meanwhile the Liberal De- 
mocrats, who hold marginally 
the largest number of seats in 
tbe borough, also objected, 
though claimed they were not 



In demand: Heather Rabbatts, chief executive of Lambeth Council, resigned as a Centrica non -exec after a bizarre political battle among councillors 


opposed to such moves in prin- 
ciple. Mike Tuffrev, leader of 
the group, explained: “Most of 
our members were opposed to 
this. Her talents need to be ad- 
dressed to the borough." 

Ms Rabbatts was to be one of 


six non-executive directors at 
Centrica, alongside Sir Michael 
Perry, chairman, and Bill Cock- 
burti who is also chief executive 
of WH Smith. 

Roy Gardner, chief executive, 
said he was very sorry about the 


resignation, but argued Lhe 
board still had a strong team of 
non-executives. A Centrica 
spokeswoman said there would 
be no immediate move to re- 
place her. “We are not going to 
rush into anything." 


Ms Rabbatts deefined to com- 
ment on the resignation, apart 
from saying it was a “matter of 
personal regret". However, a 
source -dose to the Lambeth 
chief executive said: “In terms 
of conflicts of interest, there just 


wasn’t one. As for whether she 
could spare the time to take this 
job on. she has said it would 
come out of her annual leave." 

Centrica shares ended their 
first week on the stock market 
with a drop of 1.75p yesterday. 


Soaring bonus payments push 
up staff costs by 17% at UBS 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

Soaring bonus payments were 
behind a 17per cent rise in staff 
costs last year at Union Bank of 
Switzerland l LIBS), the giant 
Swiss banking group. 

UBS, which has a large in- 
vestment banking, asset man- 
agement and private banking 
operation in the UK, said per- 
formance and profit related 
bonuses were considerably 
higher than in 1995 because the 
bank had produced a good op- 
erating result. 

The bank reported a Sfr34Sm 
(£14hm) loss for the year , 
which was expected because 
UBS said last year it would take 
a special provision of Sfr4.4bn 
for fixture credit risks. Without 


those charges, UBS would have 
reported a 7 per cent increase 
in profits, to about SFrl.Sbn. 

In the UK. UBS is well 
known for its fund management 

S PDFM. run by Tony Dye. 

last year lagged its com- 
petitors by moving out of shares 
just before the index headed for 
record levels. 

A LIBS official insisted yes- 
terday that PDFM had re- 
mained very profitable during 
the year and had continued to 
attract new clients. 

Mathis Cabiallavetta. chief 
executive of UBS. nevertheless 
admitted that PDFM had 
lagged behind the competition 
in 1996 because of a strict im- 
plementation of its “value in- 
vestment style." This resulted in 
disappointing results across the 


globe in 1996, and over-cautious 
valuation of the US market. 

Unlike many other banking 
groups. UBS does not want to 
become a global investment 
bank. Instead it plans to take a 
more selective approach to in- 
vestment banking. 

“We want to focus our efforts 
particularly on the expansion of 
our asset* management busi- 
ness both at home and abroad 
... Obviously an acquisition is 
a step that cannot be ruled out 
entirely." Mr CabiaDavetta said. 

The bank has tracked down 
rightful owners for around a 
third of the SFrJOm in dormant 
World War Two-era accounts, 
which Jewish groups believe 
may belong to Holocaust vic- 
tims. But around Sfr3.5m came 
from two accounts held by peo- 


ple who died shortly after the 
war, and were not victims of the 
Holocaust. 

Mr Cabiallavetta said the 
bank was committed to work- 
ing with an independent panel 
set up by Swiss bankers and 
Jewish groups last May. 

“It must be said, however, that 
it is unlikely that any vast 
amounts to be distributed toany 
potential heirs of Holocaust 
victims will be uncovered," he 
said. 

From May 1, UBS will adopt 
the acronym UBS as a global 
brand rather than spelling out 
its full name or using its Ger- 
man-language name as it has 
traditionally done in Switzer- 
land. It is the second of the 
country's three big banks to 
change its brand. 


Salvesen rebels mount 
new attack on board 


Magnus Grimond 


The row over the future of 
Christian Salvesen, the Edin- 
burgh-based transport and 
rental group, intensified yester- 
day after rebel shareholders 
rolled out James Grant, the for- 
mer finance director of Lucas, 
to lead a new attack on board 
proposals to shake-up tire group. 

Mr Grant criticised the recent 
performance of Salvesen under 
current chief executive Chris 
Masters, saying the transport 
logistics side of the group had 
become “obsessed with cost 
cutting" and accused the 
Aggreko generator hire opera- 
tion of complacency. He 
claimed that the rate of return 
at the group bad sunk from 25 
per cent to under 15 per cent 


over the past three yearn, below 
the cost of capital in the logis- 
tics division at least. Only they 
had “the vision, the strategy to 
produce growth",he suggested 

But Salvesen, which yesterday 
published a circular outlining its 
plans to pay a one-off £10Qm for- 
eign income dividend as a pre- 
cursor to demerging Aggreko, 
roundly denied (he allegations. 

Mr Masters said: “Aggreko is 
now a world leader in what it 
does. It was a major supplier to 
the Atlanta Olympics. To say it 
has become complacent is just 
simply untrue." 

Healso explained that the re- 
turn on capital in logistics had 
fallen recently because Salvesen 
had invested over £i0Qm in the 
business over the past three 
years, which inevitably depressed 


returns. But he went on: “The 
key issue is that the days when 
logistics was all about trucks and 
warehouses are gone. Now man- 
aging the supply chain is about 
[information technology] sys- 
tems ...and for that reason it is 
becoming less capital intensive.’’ 

He said suggestions by the 
rebels that they should buy 
rivals did not make sense. “1 
simply do not see it as a tenable 
strategy to buy more transport 
businesses." 

Mr Grant spent 25 years with 
Jaguar before being part of the 
team which helped turn round 
Lucas, which recently merged 
with Virity of the US. The rebels, 
led fcy Sir Gerald Elliot, a former 
Salvesen chairman, plan to un- 
veil their own business plan for 
the group early next week. 


Grid faces 
further 

£19m 
hit over 
pensions 

Chris Godsmark 

National Grid, the privatised 
power transmission business, 
may have to pay back a further 
£19zn to its pension scheme, on 
top of the £46m repayment or- # 
dered recently in a landmark 
ruling by the pensions om- 
budsmans it emerged yesterday. 

The Grid is also considering 
scr a pp i ng irs pension scheme for 
all but existing members and re- 
placing it with a less generous 
fund for new employees, should 
the company lose an appeal 
a gainst the judgment likely to 
be brought in the High Court. 

The moves follow a final rul- 
ing this month by the ombuds- 
man. Dr Julian Farrand. which 
said the Grid must return a sur- 
plus taken from the fund after 
a valuation in 1992. Dr Rirrand 
has argued the rules of the fund, 
part of the industry-wide Elec- 
tricity Supply Pension Scheme, 
specifically outlawed payments 
to employers. The Grid had al- 
located 70 per cent of a £62.3m 
surplus to itself to fund volun- 
tary redundancy payments, 
while 30 per cent went" to pen- 
sioners in enhanced benefits. 

The additional £19m surplus 
came from a second actuarial 
valuation of the pension scheme 
in 1995. National Grid con- 
firmed that the surplus cash had 
been identified as the proper- 
ty of the company under its 
reading of pensions law. 

Across the industry the total 
repayment could reach £lbn. 
National Power, which removed 
almost £2U0m, has already be- 
gun its own court proceedings 
to clarify the Ombudsman's de- 
rision. Eastern Group has said 
it may have to give back £75m. 

In" another development 
Trade unions representing work- " 
ers across the electricity indus- 
try are now publicly supporting 
National Grid arid opposing 
the legal action brought by two 
pensioners, David Laws" and 
Reg Mayes. Tony Cooper, sec- 
retary of the Electricity Supply 
Trade Union Council, slid if the 
Grid lost a court case it would 
mean less investment and more 
job cuts. Mr Cooper is also 
general secretary of the Engi- 
neers’ and Managers' Associa- 
tion. whose memteis include the 
two Grid pensioners. 

He said: “We wflj be faced 
with the closure of the pension 
scheme and we fought for many 
years to get good "pensions in 
this industry. Newcomers will be 
faced with a lousy scheme," 

A Grid spokeswoman said: 

“It is possible we will close 
down the scheme and start a 
new one. It won't be a final . 
salary scheme." t 


Inntrepreneur offers 
discounts to tenants 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Inntrepreneur. the pub company 
jointly owned by Fosters ana 
Grand Metropolitan, moved to 
build bridges with disgruntled 
tenants yesterday bv offering its 
publicans a package of beer dis- 
counts and other benefits. The 
deal which Inntrepreneur is fund- 
ing from its own coffers until a 
supply deal with Scottish & New- 
castle expires next March, means 
•lie company is unlikely to seek 
a stock market flotation for at least 
two years and possibly longer. 

The main plank of the pack- 
age is a base discount of £50 a 
barrel on beer supplied by 
Scottish Courage's mainstream 
brands, which include Courage 
Best Bitter, Directors. John 
Smith's, Holsten. Budweiser 
and Foster's lager. 

Inntrepreneur said it would 


guarantee discounts until Sep- 1 
tember 199S. The company is , 
tied into a supply agreement 
with Scottish & Newcastle un- 
til March 1998 so will have to 
foot the bill for the benefits un- 
til it can use the power of its 
2,900-strong pub chain to ne- 
gotiate more favourable terms 
from other brewers. 

Inntrepreneur. which is in 
litigation with a number of dis- 
gruntled tenants over allega- 
tions of high rents and inflated 
beer prices! said ft hoped today’s 
announcement would pave the 
way to “meaningful discussions" 
to resolve the issues. 

Yesterday’s package follows 
on from the DTl's decision this 
week to allow Inntrepreneur to 
extend its tie beyond 1998 pro- 
viding it offers its publicans an 
alternative to the beers cur- 
rently supplied by Scottish 
Courage. 


Good times roll again for Eighties property barons 


John WDIcock 


If any further proof were need- 
ed that the frothy boom times 
of the eighties are back, just look 
at the property developers who 
everyone thought were Long 
gone, but are now- back in busi- 
ness with speculative projects. 
The four UK high street banks 
may have racked up bad debt 
provisions ofover£5bn in 1992, 
much of it due to the post SOs 
property crash, but this is not 
putting the banks off from sup- 
porting another wave of de- 
velppment 

Godfrey Bradman. Martin 
Landau. Gerald Ronson, Stuart 
Upton. Tervor Osborne and 
Paul Reichman are all back in 
business, showing the younger 
generation of developers how its 
done. 

Property development proves 
that there is at least one area of 
British business where failure is 
no barrier to subsequent success. 



Boom time returns: (from left} Gerald Ronson; Godfrey Bradman; Stuart Upton; and Martin Landau 


Take Godfrey Bradman, the 
former tax specialist who built 
the Broadgate office complex in 
the City, but who then lost 
control of the development in 
the recession and saw’ his com- 
pany, Rosehaugh. go bust. 

Mr Bradman is now back 
buying and selling development 
land, and reentiy sold a pack- 


age of land in Paddington Basin 
to Elliott Bernard of Cbelsfield. 

Pan of Trevor Osborne's 
Speyhawk company went bust 
in the recession, and he is now 
back as head of Trevor Osborne 
Property Ltd. 

Probably the biggest' player of 
them all, Paul Reichraann, saw 
his Olympia & York global 


property empire crumble in 
1992 when Canary Wharf, the 
Independent’s home, went into 
administration. Mr Reichmann 
then lead a constortium which 
bought tbe development back 
from the banks, although he is 
thought to have only around 10 
per cent of tbe equity. 

Then there's Martin Landau. 


who developed Royal Mint 
Court in the Qty. He merged his 
company City Merchant Devel- 
opment with Imry and sold out 
-at the top of the eighties prop- 
erty boom. Imry subsequently 
went bust, leaving its banker Bar- 
clays to dispose of its properties. 

Mr Landau is now back as 
head of Development Securi- 


ties, with Lord Gowrie as chair- 
man. This new company is re- 
developing MI5’s former 
headquarters at One Curzon 
Street, Mayfair, which it ac- 
quired at the end of 1995 for just 
over pounds £55tn. 

Stuart Upton sold his company f 
Stanhope to British Land, and is ” 
now back with new ventures. 
Gerald Ronson has also made a 
dramatic come back. His com- 
pany Heron unveiled a £200m 
residential and commercial de- 
velopment near Chepstow in 
South Wiles last week. The de- 
velopment, if approved, wflj cov- 
er 500 acres and include a new 
bypass for Chepstow. 

Heron nearly collapsed in the 
post 1980s property crash. It 
only survived with the support 
of over 80 banks, which allowed 
to write off around £lbn. New 
investors then injected over 
£100m of capital leaving Mr 
Ronson with just 5 per cent of 
the equity. 
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Euro Disney chief 
moves to Club Med 


Philippe Bourguignon. chair- 
man of Euro Disney who is 
credited with reviving the for- 
tunes of the troubled Disney- 
land Paris theme park just 
outside Pam, yesterday unex- 
pectedly left the company to join 
Club MediterramJe, another 
troubled leisure group, writes 
Clifford German. 

His departure comes just two 
weeks after Euro Disney’s 
finance director Xavier de Mez- 
erac also left unexpectedly. “It 
U great news for Club Med and 
a disaster for Euro Disney," ac- 
cording to Nigel Reed, analyst 
at Paribas Capital Markets. 


The appointment should help 
to boost Club Mediterranee 
which yesterday announced a 
surprise loss of Ffr 743m 
(£81m) for the year to last Oc- 
tober, including a restructuring 
charge of Ffr 820m francs. 

Analysts had been expecting 
a modest profit of Ffr 50m 
francs. Club Med shares have 
faMea by one third over the last 

year and were suspended on the 

Baris Bourse yesterday ahead of 
the announcement. 

Mr Bourguignon was on)v re- 
cently appointed an executive 
vice-president of Whit Di Snev 
Co Europe. 3 
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A cosy little carve-up in digital television 


JEREMY WARNER 


The true conspiracy 
theorist might suspect 
an even darker 

purpose behind Sky’s 
manoeuvring - to 
ensure that digital 
terrestrial doesn’t 
actually happen at all, 
leaving the future to 
the Murdoch monopoly 
of digital satellite’ 


Dg 


ital Television Network is a catchy 


yotfd be forgiven for not having noticed it 
In fact it is the other ladder for the licence 
to run dig i ta l terrestrial television. “Other” 
is the operative word here, for its bid got 
utterly tost in all the excitement a couple of 
weeks back that surrounded the spectacle of 
Michael Green of Carlton and Gerry Robin- 
son of Granada jumping into bed with 
Rupert Murdoch’s BSkyB to form the only 
alternative consortium m the running. 

_ Against this kind of firepower, the DTN 
bid must already look a lost cause. But that 

-haSn’* ctnnnAH its U^— I.:. ■ ^ n 

reso 

UIge - — ■ ■ ^ w — - - - --- --i in-mi |. ■-*■■■ 

win. Is this just wishful thinking or is there 
a realistic chance? 

DTN starts from a position of weakness, 
financially and in every other respect. 
Wbat was intended as a consortium of pow- 
enrfulcommerdal and financial interests is 
now just a one-man band. Spooked by the 
arrival of BSkyB, first Canal Phis, then 
NatWest, then Merrill Lynch and finally 
United News and Media all dropped out of 
the running. While there is still some pos- 
sibility of Lord HoUkk’s. United News 
coining back in, DTN as it stands consists 
of just NTL, the transmission services 
company owned by International CableTfeL 



This in itself is a serious enough company, 
but it is by no means dear what its motives 
are here. Is it genuinely interested in 
developing digital terrestrial, or is its main 
interest in lucrative supply and upgrade 

contracts for NTL 

Even taking the charitable view, the 
unfortunate truth is that DIN'S chief card 
is an entirely negative one - that it is the 
only alternative to a powerful and monop- 
olistic alliance of Britain's biggest com- 
mercial TV companies. It has to be admit- 
ted, however, that this is quite an ace - so 
much so that you begin to wonder why it 
was -that - Carlton and Granada invited 
BSkyB in. 

. On the face of it, BSkyB brings nothing 
but downside to the consortium. It already 
has a monopoly of analogue pay TV and is 
intent on making its own digital satellite sys- 
tems the dominant future platform for pay 
TV It provides the vast bulk of the pro- 
grannmngfbrBritam’sstfll fragmented and 
shambobc cable industry. It will have a 
monopoly of subscription management in 
both satellite digital and terrestrial digital. 
And finally it owns the rights to the encryp- 
tion technology that allows pay TV supply. 
Now it is proposing to become the domi- 
nant partner in the commercial part of dig- 
ital terrestrial too. Is there no stopping this 
company? 


DlTTs best hope may lie in Brussels, 
which has shown itself to be far from shy 
about meddling in Britain's TV market. If 
the European Commission thinks BSkyB’s 
monopoly of pay TV would be strengthened 
ty the company's participation in digital ter- 
restrial, it might take action. 

There’s no guessing how the Indepen- 
dent Television Commission in Britain will 
chose to treat these concerns. Its brief is to 
award the licence to the consortium most 
likely to achieve the biggest take-up of 
dig ital, so that analogue spectrum can be 
freed up for other things. That provides 
plenty of scope for the ITC to award the 
licence to Sky, regardless of the competi- 
tion issues. 

The combined prog ramming attributes of 
Sky, Granada and Carlton would appear to 
be streets ahead of its rival DTN is able to 
offer some genuine innovations on inter- 
active services, but in terms of content, the 
contest still looks an uneven one. 

The politics of it all gives a further dimen- 
sion. Tbe dedsion could be taken at aqy time 
between now and the end of May -in other 
words it could be either before or after the 
general election. If the ITC intends to go for 
DTN, it is unlikely to announce its decision 
before the election, for to do so would risk 
the wrath of Mr Murdoch, who migh t then 
feel inclined to swing his newspapers behind 


the Labour Party. This shouldn’t be a con- 
cern to the ITC, which is meant to be 
entirely independent of and unconupied by 
the politicians; in practice it is very much a 
concern. To award the licence to Sky ahead 
of the election would be equally awkward, 
for the Conservatives could then be accused 
of trying to bribe Mr Murdoch into sup- 
porting the cause. 

All this points to a decision after the elec- 
tion. That makes the stakes for the Sky con- 
sortium even higher. Just remember: it was 
“the Sun wot won it” last time round. For 
the time being its politics are still Quid. Mr 
Murdoch has played a clever game in 
keeping the politicians guessing which way 
the title will swing. The choice is not an easy 
one. If the Sun sticks the boot into Labour 
and Labour wins anyway, then the inde- 
pendence of the ITC will not be worth a fig. 
One way or another, the new government 
win find a way of ostracising Sty. In these 
circumstances, Mr Murdoch’s best policy 
might be to have his titles six on the fence. 

Equally possible is that some kind of 
understanding l»s been reached during the 
now quhe regular meetings between Tony 
Blair and Mr Murdoch. Bade us and you 
can have what you want. Mr Blair might 
have said. If this sounds just too conspira- 
torial to be believed, just read Andrew 
Neil’s book. These are murky waters. 


Indeed the due conspiracy theorist might 
suspect an even darker purpose behind 
Sty’s manoeuvring - to ensure that digital 
terrestrial doesn't actually happen at all, 
leaving the future to the Murdoch monop- 
oly of digital satellite. If that seems to be 
taking the argument just a little too far, the 
truth is probably not far different. 

In evidence this week to the National 
Heritage Select Committee inquiry into the 
future of broadcasting, DTN accused Sty 
of only being along for the ride. The Sty 
bid had at its heart a partner whose chief 
purpose was developing digital satellite as 
the dominant delivery platform for pay TV, 
DTN said. “It offers nothing substantive in 
the area of inter-active services, may 
weaken competition in the telecoms mar- 
ket and will do little to help advertisers or 
new programme providers." 

Wbat DTN is saying here is that these 
broadcasters are bidding merely for the pur- 
pose of monopolising the latest form of 
delivery and preventing anyone else gening 
a look m. Undoubtedly it is right about this. 
What is proposed amounts to a cosy little 
caxve-up. 

The tragedy of the situation is that DTN 
by itself is probably not credible enough to 
provide a realistic alternative. Lamentably, 
the company that nobody’s ever heard of 
looks destined lo remain that way. 


Blair ‘may 
face rail 
franchise 
cash crisis’ 
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- ^ Randeep Ramesh 

f.« Transport Correspondent 

'~c The Labour Party has been 
warned by British Rail managers 
. -L that a train operating company 
-,-c, will have to ask for more cash to 
- run services within three years 
-r—f of Tbny Blaic taking office, ac- 
cording to shadow cabinet aides. 

. .The managers claimed that 
*. some of the private operators 
. bid so aggressively for train ser- 

vices that they win not be able 
to meet the arqbitious targets 
.. they have set f<y themselves: 
Labour Ko^nitted mk 

men»aSiftheprira^^«^^ 
not be able to run ttainswith the 
moiiq? provided by the govern- 
_ meat, Labours new rail author- 
• r _; ity will take over the franchise. 
l ' ■” One option under conader- 
ation is a hit squad of rail pro- 

• ’ fessionals who will step in, 
v should a franchisee pull out, and 

run the. service. 

tV A spokesman for Glenda 
Jackson, a shadow transport 
>'■' minister, said: “Labour wB take 

• ~ a tough polity towards fran- 

chise eswho rail to meet their 
obligations. We will not be held 
ij to ransom typrivate companies.” 

" The Government said that it 

would not shell out more sub- 
sidies. “We would take a very 
dim view of any bidder coming 
back for any more money than 
has been agreed,” said a 
spokesman for Opraf, the office 
of passenger franchising. 


Successful bidders have to 
place a performance bond with 
the franchising director -worth 
15 per cent of a train company's 
revenue -which can he cashed 
if a private firm pulls out Vir- 
gin put up £40m to secure itsr tad 
for the prestige West Coast lme, 
. whereas National Express took 
out a £10m bond when it took 
over North London Railways. 

Under the Government’s 
franchising system, firms bid to 
luntram businesses. The licence 
is Swarded to the company that 
asks for the lowest, subsidy or 

foe ferigth^^^^Sfflevaiile 
meeting mrnirmrm jdanrfarrk. 

The system has seen private 
firms requiring an nu al growth 
rates of up to 10 per cent m 
passenger revenue. - • 

The rail privatisations have 
saved the taxpayer billions of 
pounds. But experts say that 
there will be some losers in the 
process. “Some franchises win 
make money and some win inn 
into difficulties,” said Roger 
Ford, the editor otRail Privati- 
sation News. 

Earlier this week, cavil ser- 
vants said that Virgin, which 
took over fbe West Coast main- 
line, needed to increase its rev- 
enue by 300 per cent over 15 
years to meet its projections. The 
company will have to turn a 
£76m subsidy in its first year to 
a £220 payment to the gov- 
ernment in the last year or the 
franchise. 



West Ham plans stock market 
flotation with £50m price tag 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


On the attack: Chelsea chairman Ken Bates played down 
worries about costs as he announced reduced losses ■ 


West Ham United became the 
latest Premiership football dub 
to signal its intention to float on 
the stock market yesterday ash 
announced a £1.6m private 
placing of shares that put a 
£S0m price tag on the East Lon- 
don dub. 

Although thfe is more than 
twice the value implied by a re- 
cent bid for the dub by Monaco- 
based former bookie Michael 
Thbor, West Ham’s chairman, 
Terence Brown, insisted the 
price tag did not depend on the 
chib remaining in the top flight, 
where it is currently languishing 
in the relegation zone. 

The £50m valuation com- 
pares with expected turnover in 
the year to May of £15m, from 
which West Ham is expected to 
generate operating profits of 
about £3 -2m before interest 
charges of £500,000. West 
Ham’s valuation of just over 
three times turnover is much 
lower, than more secure 
Premiership dubs, whose shares 
trade ar up to eight times sales. 

West Ham said yesterday it 
had placed 3,200 new shares at 
£500 each with a small number 


of institutional and other in- 
vestors. The fund-raisDg follows 
an attempt by Mr Thbor to in- 
ject £&n of new cash into the 
dub, in exchange for a 30 per 
cent stake. Mr Brown said any 
flotation would be used to fund 
the construction of two new 
stands at die Upton Park ground 
News of the preposed flota- 
tion coincided wth interim prof- 
it figures from one of last year's 


most successful football floats, 
Chelsea Village, which has seen 
its shares triple in value since 
they, were placed last March at 
55p. Ken Bates, chairman, at- 
tempted to play down worries 
about spiralling wage costs as he 
announced reduced losses de- 
spite building works giving 
Chelsea its lowest spectator ca- 
pacity in the history of the dub. 

Chelsea announced first-half 


losses of £404,000, compared 
with a loss of £3m in the year 
to last June. Attention focused 
however, on operating costs of 
£75m in the period, compared 
with £10.2m for the whole of the 
previous _year. Costs induded 
the salaries of manager Ruud 
Gullit and star overseas signings 
including Gianluca Vialti, 
Gianfranco Zola and Roberto 
di Matteo. 


Forest battle reaches final whistle 


TWo rival bidden for Notting- 
ham Ebrest are set to make tbdr 
final presentations to the dub’s 
shareholders this weekend 
ahead of a crunch meeting on 
Monday to dedde the owner- 
ship of the Premiership strag- 
glers, writes Nigel Cope. 

The two groups will meet 
shareholders ahead of today’s 
match agamst Aston Villa. With 
both the Nigel Wray^Phil Soar- 
Irving Scholar group and the 
venture capital -backed Albert 
Scardmoconsortimnimneasing 
their offers at the last minute, 
the battle is thought to be finely 
poised. But the final decision 
rests with the chib’s 202 share- 


holders, who each paid just £1 
for their stake. 

They are a disparate group, 
inducting wealthy local busi- 
nessman, pub owners and for- 
mer players. Tbty all qnafify for 
shareholder privileges such as 
a free cup of tea at half time, a 
free programme and a cushion 
on which to watch games. 

Baton Monday the stakes are 
a tittle higher than a half-time 
beverage. The Soar-Scholar 
consortium is offering £19 3m. 
The Scantino groop, which now 
indndes the Mansfield Brewery 
chairman Sir David White, was 
offering £3 8.2m, but was yes- 
terday understood to be con- 


sidering its offer . Waiting in the 
wings is Sandy Anderson, the 
Portexbrook Leasing million- 
aire, who is prepared to back a 
director buyout group if neither 
bid secures the 75 per cent ma- 
jority required for victory 
If there is no on fright winner 
the bidder with the most votes 
will be put to a third resolution. 
If there is stffl no decision, it 
conld tiie door, to Mr An- 

derson who has already had one 
£13m bid turned down. “Tm torn 
between both of them,” said a 
local publican and sharehold- 
er Ifeter Atkin. “But I hope for 
the dub’s sake that we get it 
staled ont one way or another.” 


Lira up as Italy’s tax for Europe gets go-ahead 


Katherine Butler 

Brussels 

Yvette Cooper 

London . . 


Italy’s bid to become a found- 
ing member of the single Eu- 
ropean currency in 1999 was 


:er it received the go-ahead 
from Brussels to use its con- 
troversial, “tax for Europe”, a 


one-off levy on personal in- 
comes, to reduce its deficit to 
meet the Maastricht criteria. . 

The Era rose to 986.30 against 
the madeyesterday following the 
EU derision, and in response to 
remarks by Italian Prime Mons- 
ter Romano Prodi, and Bundes- 
bank council member Ernst 
Vfeheke, which increased traders’ 
expectations that Italy would 
jom EMU in the first wave. 


Eurostat, the EU*s statistical 
watchdog, ruled that the new 
Euro-tax, expected to raise 
around L12,OOObn (£45bn), can 
legitimately be employed to 
slash the national budget deficit 
thisyear. 

Qnestkms had arisen that 
one part of the tax, worth 
around 0.L9 per cent of GDP, 
was in fact a loan rather than a 
sustainable way to reduce the 


deficit, because politicians had 
;d to repay the tax in 


Mr Pro# said yesterday: “Eu- 
rope is within reach.” Italy was 
still L6,000bn to L14,000bn 
short of meeting the Maas- 
tricht criteria, hence the need 
for a mini-budget later this 
year, he said. 

Aware that Germany is 
deeply uneasy about Italian en- 


try into EMU in the first wave, 
Mr Prod! said: “Europe is not 
just about a currency. It is im- 
possible to think of Europe cut 
off from its great Latin culture 
... If we are not in the first 
group, our currency would 
come under assault, our econ- 
omy would be defenceless, our 
international credibility would 
be diminished.” 

Earlier this week, the lira fell 


agamst the mark as traders be- 
gan to think that Italy could not 
make the first wave. Yesterday 
the lira regained some of that 
ground. But it was also helped 
by concern that Germany itself 
might not make the Maastricht 
criteria. 

Mr AAfelteke said yeste : day: “I 
share doubts that Germany will 
meet the fiscal criterion’s ref- 
erence value this year.” 
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Disaster-prone Hickson puts the past behind it 


Hickson International, the chemicals 
group, is at last storting to put its ill- 
starred past behind it Noto rious for 
a series of disasters ranging from ex- 
plosions at its factories to Unilever's 
mfamous manganese accelerator said 
to rot laundry, the group seems to be 
putting its house in order under the 
chairmanship of Sir James Hann, the 
former headof Scottish Nudearwho 
moved, across in October 1994. 

. Digging beneath yesterday’s pre- 
liminary results, which showed losses 

slashed from £45m to £9-2m in the year 

to December, the trends look better 
than they have been for a while. The 
raw numbers need a little interpreta- 
tion though. „ . . 

Comparisons are flattered tythe 
£50. 9m exceptional taken m 1995 to 
cover disposals and restructuring 
costs, a figure which has been cut to 

£I7m in the latest results. Stripping 

that out and the Hickson Manro Sur- 
factants business, whoss sale led 

year’s exceptional charge, underlying 
operating profits edged up from £9. 7m • 
lo £10.5m. But even that is not the 
whole picture, because insurance re- 
coveries after a fire in the groups 
PharmaChem business uiCOTfc 
slumped from *7tn to £400,000 be- 
tween tlto iwveais. Sfr James stjggesB 

the real underling improvement at thc 
operating level is therefore more like 
£&. reflecting the recovery pro- 
gramme instituted after a board clear- 
out in 1995. That isoncouraeto ddmer 
cost savings of £Sm a year byl99H. 

Sir James also had plenty of 
progress to report on the gnwp s debt* 

which threatened to overwhelm the 

croup last year when Hickson had to 
tL. tn its hankers. Bor- 


The Investment Column 

. EDITED BY MAGNUS GRIMOND ? 


from disposal over the past couple of 
years, but it is still signalling the need 
for one or more further sales to meet 
a commitment to lenders to cut debts 
by £25m by the year end. Talks are . 
thought to be under way .with a num- 
ber of prospective purchasers, but 
Hickson is coy about which busi- 
nesses are on the block. 

Success would leave gearing at 
somewhere below 30 per cent and the 
group better placed to capilafee on the 


Pha rmnr!h<»m Thar t« g riTi nrrmrng 

way below former capacity levels af- 
ter the fire and the major loss of busi- 
ness in the wake of the Feral Power 
accelerator d£b£de, but Hickson is 


erationand is now boasting work 1 
five of fbe world’s top 10 thugs com- 
panies. Trading losses last year are 
thought to be around half the £8m 
racked tip in 1995 and PharmaChem 
should be profitable by the year end. 


Hickson International: at a glance 
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There is also progress to report in 
the group’s other problem area, the 
Castleford operations of the Hickson 
& Welch chemical intermediates busi- 
ness. New management and new con- 
tracts with the hkes of Da Pont helped 
profits more than double to £5m. 

James Capel has raised its forecast 
for this year zrom£10xn to £11 5m, de- 
spite an expected £15m hit for cur- 
rent, putting the shares, down TX5p 
at 665p,oa a forward multiple of 12, 
dropping to under 9. 

The recovery potential is strong, 
but the sector is out of favour and a 
US price war m wood preservatives 
could prove a damper on Hickson’s 
business. Hold. 

Appetite for 
Nord Anglia 

The boom in the stock market is lead- 
ing to a predictable flood of new is- 
sues, but Noxd Anglia Education is 
one that should stand out proud of 
the torrent. Founded 25 years ago by 
the executive chairman Kevin 
McNeany, the group claims to be 
unique in being the only substantial 
UK operator of private educational 
establishments and provider of “out- 
sourced*’ educational services. Mr 
McNeany is nailing his colours to the 
business by selling only £700,000 
worth of shares in this month’s flota- 
tion and agreeing to a two-year lock- 
in for his remaining 45 per cent stake, 
worth £8. 1m at the 140pashareplac- 
ingprice. 

The group is planning to raise 
£5.75m for itself in the float and 
£355m for existing shareholders, 
mainly venture capital backers Char- 
terhouse and the Royal Bank of 
Scotland, both of which are baiting 


: completely after seven years. 
McNeany said “the appetite for 


cot 

Mr McNeany said “the appetite 
the shares has been near breath- 
taking” and he certainly talks a good 
story. 

Pre-tax profits have grown from 
£991,000 in 1994 to £1.63m last year. 
The group's brokers, Henry Cooke, 
Lumsden, are forecasting £2.1m for 
the current year to August, putting 
the shares on a forward p/e of 14 at 
thep lacing price. 

That looks reasonable in the cur- 
rent State of the market, but valuing 
Nord Anglia is tricky, given the lack 
of similar businesses against which to 
compare it- The main profit earner 
last year was 15 private schools in the 
UK and three established in Moscow, 
Warsaw and Prague over the last few 
years. But although the schools divi- 
sion chipped in £ 1 . 15m last year, the 
backwash of the recession is slowing 
growth in traditional activities and the 
main excitement lies elsewhere. 

The provision of outsourced local 
and national government services, 
from inspectors for Ofsted, the 
schools’ watchdog, to lecturers for 
colleges of further education has 
grown from nowhere to profits of 
£181,000 last year. Given growth 
rates in excess of 15 pet cent, thk busi- 
ness could be providing half the 
group’s bottom line in two years. The 
presence of the former government 
minister Sir David Hippier on the 
board should help in that aim. 

Mr McNeany talks of eventually 
taking over the running of local 
authority schools, but in the mean- 
time is building a chain of all-day 
nursery schools. Operating in a high- 
ly fragmented market and with re- 
turns on capital of 20 per cent, that 
could prove most fruitful. 

Worth picking up fra any investors 
who can get hold of the shares. 


In Brief 


•John Hayes, the former chairman and founder of Swithland 
Motors, was jailed for five years for fraudulent trading. Judge 
Richard May at Oxford Crown Court also disqualified Hayes from 
acting as a company director for 10 years. He sentenced David 
Sharratt, the car dealership's former finance director, lo a three- 
and-a-half year jail term and disqualified him as a company di- 
rector for seven years. The jury railed to reach a verdict on the 
same charge brought against Richard Hayes, the operations di- 
rector and brother of the chairman, and the judge ordered that 
the charge remain on file. The case was brought after Swithland’s 
aborted stock market flotation in November 1993. Receivers es- 
tablished that, contrary to accounting documents, the car deal- 
ership was grossly insolvent to the tune of £25 m, 

• Pearson has sold Its 10 per cent stake in Hong Kong’s Televi- 
sion Broadcasts for £1 1 1.2m, two years after it paid £106^m for 
the stake. It has received dividends worth £35m during its own- 
ership. Marjorie Scardino, chief executive, said: “Our commit- 
ment to the growth of our businesses in Asia/Pacific is as strong 
as ever, but we have derided that this investment is no longer 
effective in developing either our television business or our In- 
terests in the region." However, Pearson said it would continue 
in its Indian joint venture with TVB, the Hindustan Times, Chilton 
and Schroders. 

• Official figures confirmed that the British economy grew by 
QB per cent in the fourth quarter of 1996. The annual rate of GDP 
growth was revised upwards by 0-1 percentage points to 2.7 per 
cent for 1996 as a whole. Consumer spending once again proved 
the driving force behind growth, rising by 0.9 per cent in the last 
three months of 1996. However investment remained weak, grow- 
ing by only 0.2 percentage points after a large fall in the third 
quarter. Domestic demand as a whole grew by 0.6 per cent, eas- 
ing the pressures on the Chancellor to raise interest rates. 


to privatise it in two years, a finance: 

She added that the ministry would hold off on submitting a res- 
cue plan for the bank to the European Commission for approval 
until the end of March as it looked for ways to limit the drain on 
public funds. The rescue plan, the third in four years, had been 
expected to be lodged in Brussels this week. 

■Inspirations, the holiday company, said winter passenger vol- 
umes had increased by 12 per cent, while the retafl division was 
substantially ahead compared to the same time last year. Jim Har- 
ris, chairman, said at the annual general meeting that average 
prices obtained were significantly higher than last year. Inspira- 
tions has reduced capacity for the coming summer by around 20 
per cent. The percentage of the (nogramme sold is considerably 
higher than at the corresponding time hist year, the chaw- maw gain 


• "T”- 







i 


22 


SATURDAY 22 FEBRUARY 1997 - THE INDEPENDENT 


market report / shares 


FTSE100 

4336.8 


-19.3 


FTSE 250 

4631.0 


-2.5 


FTSE 350 

2142.8 


-7.8 


SEAQ VOLUME 

'778.9m shares, 
50.498 bargains 

Gifts Index 

n/a 
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Zeneca takeover rumours return on late trading surge 


1992 S3 94 55 96 97 


If it is Friday it must be time to 
get the old Zeneca takeover ru- 
mour going again. That ap- 
peared to have been the 
thinking among dealers yester- 
day as shares in the drugs giant 
surged in [ate trade to dose at 
a record high of 18955p. up 78p. 

In the event bullish com- 
ments from US investment tank 
Merrill Lynch were behind the 
excitement this time. 

Analyst Nigel Barnes said 
Zeneca's shares were worth 
2Q50p, or $100 per ADR* based 
on his forecast of 22 times fore- 
cast earnings in 1998. He feels 
the shares should trade at much 
less of a discount to its US peere 
given the expected strorg 
growth in Zeneca' s new products 
and prospects for gains in oth- 
er US drug stocks. Merrill made 
similar arguments for SmithjK- 
line Beeeham earlier this week, 
saying the shares, down 23p 
yesterday to 922p were worth 
lOOOp. 

US investors have also shown 


renewed interest in Zeneca 
shares since the company's chief 
executive David Barnes spoke at 
the brokerage’s healthcare con- 
ference last week 
A volatile session saw the 
FTSE-1Q0 index move in a 50 
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weak ahead of next week’s raft 
of results form the sector. Stan- 
dard Chartered, reporting finals 
on Wednesday, dipped 16p to 
793p, While Guardian Royal Ex- 
change, posting figures a day ear- 
lier. shed 6.5p to 2S9.5p while 
Commercial Union was off 
LL5p at 70&5p ahead of final fig- 
ures on Wednesday. 

Partly paid shares in Rail track 
steamed ahead to dose at a 
record high of <W6p, up 23op on 
the day in volume of 7.5m 
shares, making it the best per- 
forming blue chip. Sentiment 
was helped by Raiitrack’s plans, 
announced on Thursday, to 
spend £4m a day over the next 
ten years improving the rail 


networks stations, tracks and 
signalling. 

Reckiti & Caiman benefited 
from NatWesi support. The 
shares added 17p to 795p as the 
broker urged investors to add to 
their holdings. Compared to its 
European food peers Unilever, 
Nestle, Danone, NatWest said 

Reckiti looked very inexpensive 

and was the only one that held 
any speculative appeal or was in 
a portion to initiate a share buy- 
back or pay a special dividend, 

GKhTs good run continued. 
Shares in the engineering group 
rose another 12p to 947_5p on 
further consideration of a 
favourable US court ruling that 
could reduce multi-million dam- 
ages awarded against GKN by 


up to 30 per cent. Kleinwori 
Benson and Credk Lyonnais also 
weighed in with buy recom- 
mendations, the latter arguing 
the shares were lOOOp. 

BOC jumped 34.5p to 994p 
following recent results. US 
buying in the bealthcare-to-in- 

dustrial gases group was evident 
as Goldman Sachs raised its tar- 
get price from 1025p to 105 Op 
and Merrill Lynch expressed 
support. 

Euro Disney held at llOp. The 

Paris theme park operator an- 
nounced just before the market 
closed that Philippe Bour- 
guignon is leaving ms post as 
chairman and chief executive to 
join rival leisure group Club 
Meditetranee. He will be suc- 


ceeded by Gilles PeKssou, Euro 
Disney’s president and chief cp- 
c rating officer. 

NFC, the freight transport 
group which BBC boss Sir 
Christopher B land chairs, 
lopped the list of FTSE-250 ris- 
ers, motoring ahead 9*5p to 
1664p. NatWest was active in 
pushing ite stock on the back of 
its analysts' recommendation 
to clients to accumulate the 
shares. NatVfea thinks the 32 
per cent underperformance of 
thesharesance test Ai^sst is un- 
deserved given the resmretming 
potential still to take place. The 
proposed management buy-out 
of express parcel delivery unit 
Lynx sets the tone with the . 
BRS distribution arm seen as the 
□ext obvious candidate for dis- 
posal. With a capita] value of 
£200ra phis an annual capital ex- 
penditure requirement of£80m, 
selling BRS would significantly 
alter both NFC's operational 
and financial position. 

Rumours persisted that the 


Mirror Group, which has a 46 
per cent stake in The Indepen- 
dent, was about to swoop for 
Midland Independent News- 
papers. unchanged at 140p. 
Sources at the Mirror played 
down the speculation. 

Race Micro, hit a new low of 
158-5p before recovering to 
dose a net penny higher at 
162p as the latest deadline set 
by satellite broadcaster BSkyB 
for the award of its digital set- 
top box contracts passed with- 
out incident. 

Some bottom-fishing was 
seen in Dailywin, whose shares 
have been in the dOidnims since 
the Hong Kong-based watch- 
- maker warned of lower sec- 
ond-half profits and a dividend 
cut. They came off their low of 


before settling at 51-5p, 


the shares yieid ft3 percent gross 
and stand on a multiple of less 
than five time earnings, traders 
note. 


O Sunderland held at 
7525p. Whspey has bought 
the football chib's historic 
Roker Park ground for fiJn 
- some £306.000 more than 
its carrying value in Sunder- 
land's books. Wfanpey plans 
tobsfld 120 homes on the 

site, something it is becoming 
rather adept at in the North- 
east. It recently bought 
neighbouring Middles- 
brough’?; Ayresome park 
stadium; which Wimpey is 
turning, into 139 bouses. 

Q Emerald Energy slipped 
0.75p to &25p. News that the 

independent energy explorer 
expects to start its first well 
hi its Colombian drilling 
programme on 10 March 10 
Ml analysts unimpressed. 
Execution -only broker Share- 
Link said the stock was most 
popular buy among its 
clients in the last week fol- 
lowing excitement over 
drilling prospects. 
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When Bath and Wigan played 
their historic cross-code 
matches last May, few would 
have predicted their current 
states of disarray. 

Yet after a decade at the top, 
two rugby eras are at an end, 
and it is a symptom of 
their current plights that 
neither club is playing this 
weekend in the cup competitions 
they once dominated 


SH Chris Hewett on Bath 


Dave Hadfield on Wigan 


I t took. Edward Gibbon six volumes to 
explain the decline and fall of Rome, 
and very nearly as much word power 
has been lavished on the demise of 
Bath as the most successful club side 
in world rugby contemplates life among the 
hoi polbi. The West Countrymen may yet 
end the season as English champions but 
whatever happens between now and the 
middle of May, a sense of loss will hang 
heavy over the Recreation Ground during 
a long summer of breast-beating and 
recrimination. 

Loss. Bath's vocabulaiy of triumph, 
built up over a decade on the back of a 
fanatical pursuit of excellence, has never 
recognised any “IT word apart from loyalty, 
longing, leadership and limelight. Yet as 
they stumble towards the anti-climax of 
their first professional campaign, they are 
firm fixtures in the debit column, having re- 
linquished their Pilkington Cup crown, 
squandered the services of a brilliant 
coach in Brian .Ashton and. in almost apolo- 
getic fashion, sacrificed their director of 
rugby. John Hall. 

Worse than that, they have lost the 
essential impulse, the life force, that made 
them great. It was called fear fear of fail- 
ure on the public stage, fear of the shame 
culture that held sway in the most caustic 
of dressing-rooms, fear of failing to cope 
with the peer pressure established by 
clever, waspish psychologists like Jack 
Rowell and Stuart Barnes. 

Professionalism carries terrors of its own, 
but they arc very different from the pho- 
bias lei loose on The Rec during the 
dying days of amateurism. Rugby’s currency 
used to be calculated in degrees of respect, 
as it was when Rowell's titans were dom- 
inating the market, but one indisputable by- 
product of the dash for cash is that players 
are now more concerned with protecting 
their salaries than their self-esteem. Why 
wear the hair shirt in Bath when big money 
and smart suits are on offer elsewhere? 

“1 can unhesitatingly say that my moti- 
vation was based on fear." says Gareth 
Chilcott. the front-row icon who went from 
rogue to elder statesman in the space of 
15 eventful years at Bath and is now a vice- 
president of the club. Irrespective of the 
fact that he was bom in Bristol and now 
devotes at least part of bis working week 
to his role as Gloucester's marketing man- 
ager, the mighty Cooch treasures the um- 
bilical cord that links him to The Rec. He 
still cares, passionately. 

‘■\Vhat you have to understand about 
Bath was that we were unique, both in terms 
of the players we had in the dressing-room 
and in the way those players effectively tan 
the dub. We were unbelievably competi- 
tive and our pride dictated that no prisoners 
could be taken, either internally or amongst 
the opposition. 

“We were a hard old lot, to be honest 
with you, and when 1 look ut the current 
side, I sometimes wonder who, if anyone, 


has the same will -power, the same ability 
to dig deep for his colleagues. 

“When 1 think of the say we used to have 
on committee, I still feel amazed: in fact, 

1 can't recall a single occasion when the 
players didn't get what they wanted. For 
instance, we were the first English side to 
regularly stay in a hotel on the Friday night 
before a big game. 

“Historically, teams travelled on the Sat- 
urday morning - hundreds of miles, some- 
times - and more often than not they would 
leave their form on the coach. We got fed 
up with that, so we demanded overnight 
stays and got them. The same goes for our 
mid-winter training camps in Lanzarote. I 
think we had that sorted out well before 
the England Test team cottoned on," 
Chilcott added. 

Bath rufc;: 

The glbry years 

Courage League • ? -/ 

Champions:" 1988-89, 1990-91, 

; 1391-02, 1992-93, 3995-94; 399596; 
John Player Cbp/PBkin^ton CUp 
Champions: 1984, 1985- 1986; : i98V>. 
1989, 1990, 3992, 1994, 3995,4996' 
Middlesex Sevens . . . 

Champions: 1994/- • • . • i'.-'" 


CURRENT PLIGHT 
Courage League . 

In mind place ; Y- '•] 

Hohwtoa European Cup : 

Lost 22-19 to Cardiff In quarter-fipals; ; 
Pmdngton Cep 7 - - 

Lost- 39-28 totsftester in sixth round;? 


“Player power was a big thing at Bath, 
an essential clement in the success story. 
Of course, we have a change of culture now. 
The players are employees and they do as 
they're told. There is no player power now.” 

And there lies the crux. Bath are no 
longer state-of-the-art, but the same as 
everyone else. By allowing any dub with a 
sugar daddy and a modicum of ambition 
to recreate themselves through the force 
of the cheque book, professionalism has 
standardised rugby’ at Lhe top end. The dif- 
ferences between sides are no longer mea- 
sured by abstractions - mental approach, 
focus, desire, physical fitness - but by com- 
mercial clout. Either you are rich enough 
to compete or you are history. 

Bankrolled by their local multi- 
millionaire Andrew Biownsword, Bath 
are rich enough. But that is all they are. 


Other teams - Harlequins, Wasps, New- 
castle, Saracens and, via a slightly differ- 
ent route, Leicester - are equally 
competitive and as Chilcott says, the West 
Countrymen must now search for new 
means of attaining the supremacy his own 
generation came to regard as a birthright. 

“The professional game was foisted on 
the dubs, who had no time to prepare them- 
selves for a complete change in the way they 
operated. In a way, the playing field became 
level again and the 10 per cent that Bath 
always had on their rivals was wiped away. 
Look at Quins. When we played them in 
my day, we always felt that their forwards 
were breakable, that they would disappear 
when we applied real pressure. Profession- 
alism allowed them to go out and buy a 
pack, so they bought one. 

“Some sides have bought well, others not 
so welL Bath felt last summer that they had 
a squad of players who could win them the 
Heineken Cup as well as the domestic dou- 
ble. By Christinas they realised they had 
bought in the wrong positions and had to 
go in search of some forwards. That was 
the nail in John Hall's coffin." 

It should not be forgotten that but for 
Hall, a local product whose emergence as 
a world-class loose forward coincided with 
Bath's initial ascent of rugby's Olympus, the 
wheels might easily have parted from the 
wagon as long ago as last summer. Strangely 
enough, that was about the time the side 
were lording it with Wigan at Twickenham. 
Brownswoid had not come up with the 
readies at that stage and without Hall's 
pleadings and persuadings, many of the 
squad would have taken the money on 
offer elsewhere. 

Ironically. Brownsword’s millions both 
saved the dub and holed it below the water- 
line. The original management structure put 
in place to oversee the move to full pro- 
fessionalism blew Bath's determinedly in- 
dividual and hugely effective modus 
operandi to the four winds, leaving Ashton, 
for one, deeply disillusioned. The restruc- 
turing prompted by his departure put the 
squeeze on Hall, whose role became super- 
fluous as soon as Tony Swift his close friend, 
was appointed chief executive. 

In the good old days, the only manage- 
ment structure that meant anything to Bath 
was the bar rota and the make-up of the 
selection panel. The players and coaches 
governed themselves from within, their 
decisions rubber-stamped by a committee 
content to live under a benign dressing- 
room dictatorship. 

Perhaps, in hindsight, it was too much 
to expect a club who had ruled one roost 
to completely to dominate another, dra- 
matically different as it was, with the same 
degree of iron-fisted success. The new 
hierarchy of Swift. Andy Robinson, Clive 
Woodward and Phil de GlanviUe cannot 
afford to use Rowell, Barnes and Chilcott 
as their blueprint. Their day has gone. It 
is time to move on. 


W hen Wigan played Bath at 
league and union last May. 
it was justifiably billed as the 
collision of the dominant 
forces in the two codes of 
rugby. Wigan had been on top of their sport 
for even longer than their union counter- 
parts; unbackable favourites for every 
competition they entered. 

Nine months ou, the mood at Central 
Park is very different. The dynasty might 
not have crumbled, but there are cracks in 
it that could hardly have beeD imagined last 
spring. Yet it can be argued that getting in- 
volved in the distraction of cross-code ad- 
ventures - they also entered and won the 
Middlesex Sevens last May - was one of the 
first signs that all was not welL Wigan had 
been locked out of the Challenge Cup for 
the first time in nine years. 

It had long been a suspicion that the club 
depended more heavily on the annual 
income from Wembley than was healthy. 
The eagerness with which they grasped an 
alternative money-making opportunity 
confirmed it. 

There was a propaganda value for rugby 
league in those excursions, especially when 
Wigan won by a landslide while visibly eas- 
ing up at Maine Road and then swept 
through the Sevens. But neither their 
coach, Graeme West, nor their football 
manager, Joe Lydon, agreed with taking on 
extra commitments. 

Both of them actually played in the game 
against Bath under union rules, not merely 
because they fancied trotting out at Twick- 
enham but to try to protect current players 
from injury. 

In retrospect, both men - while restricted 
by the terms of their respective severance 
agreements with the club from being openly 
critical - feel that their expedition across 
the great divide last May might have 
cost them the first Super League 
Championship. 

In June they failed to cope with the spoil- 
ing tactics employed by the London Bron- 
cos at Central Park and we re held to a 10-10 
draw that ultimately cost them the title. 
Hopes rose again when they beat St 
Helens, but that victory was followed 
immediately by the departure of Scott 
Quinnell to Richmond. 

This was another sign of radically 
changed times. A lot of work - his and that 
of the coaching staff - had gone into 
making Quinnell an effective rugby league 
forward. Now he was gone, with Wigan 
making no attempt to keep him, and West 
was deprived of one of his few alternatives 
in the front row. 

The head-hunting of Quinnell symbol- 
ised a growing problem. League relished 
the recognition by a wider audience of the 
skills and athleticism of its players, but when 
the union clubs started waving their cheque 
books, it proved a double-edged sword for 
Wigan. Henry Paul, Jason Robinson. Gary 
Connolly and Va’aiga Tuigamala were all 


recruited for winter spells in rugby union, 
and Martin Offiah returned to the Home 
Counties in a joint deal that would see his 
services shared by Bedford and the 
Broacos. 

The League could have intervened in that 
and other deals because Offiah, Paul and 
Tuigamala had all signed Super League 
loyalty contracts that allows News Limit- 
ed to say where they can and cannot play. 
But Wigan were desperate for that clause 
not to be invoked. There was a simple rea- 
son for that: they saw in these loans, as well 
as in the permanent departures, a way to 
lighten a crippling wage bill. 

Wigan's salary commitments to their 
players had probably been beyond their 
means since they first began to assemble 
a world-beating team in the mid-Eighties. 

Wigan RLFC 
The glory years 

First Division 

Champions: 1987-88,' • 1988-89. 
1989-90, 1990-93, 1991-92, 1992-93, 
1993-94, 1994-95, 1995-96. . ' . : r 

Challenge Cup 

Winners: 1985, 1988, 1989, 1990, 
1991/1992, 1993, 1994, 1995 . 

Regal Trophy 

Winners: 1983, 3986,. 1987, 1989, 
1990, 1993, 1995, 1996 

Premiership Y 

Winners: 3987, 1992, 1994, 3995, 3996 

World Club Challenge 

Winners: 1988, 1992, 1994 ' 

Middlesex Sevens 
Winners: 1996 

CURRENT PUGHT 


1996k: Finished runners-up to St Helens 

ChaHenge Cup 

1996: Lost 26-16 to Salford in fourth 
round 

1997: Lost 26-12 to St Helens in fourth 
round 

Their chairman. Jack Robinson, had in- 
herited an over-burdened budget from his 
predecessor and now the game's chief 
executive, Maurice Lindsay, but it was the 
need to keep players out of the grasp of the 
Australian Rugby League that had pushed 
it over the brink. 

The ARL, fighting back againsL Super 
League's coup, signed Connolly and Robin- 
Son, who are due to decamp wlien their cur- 
rent Wigan contracts end. Keeping their 
other players proved ruinously expensive 
for Wigan. “You can't blame the players, 
but a lot of mediocrity was very well 
rewarded," says one insider who was pre- 
sent aL those negotiations. 

But while any device which whittled away 
at that wage bill was seized upon, there was 
a price to be paid for those economies. 
When the players loaned to rugby union 


returned for the Cup tie against St Helens 
two weeks ago, they were either injured, 
stale or out of condition. Inevitably. Wigan 
went out of the Cup for the second year 
running. 

The club had already lost one of its key 
off-field personneL Lydon bad left in 
December after 1 1 years at the dub, by $ 
mutual agreement in the sense that Wigan 
did not offer him a new contract and 
Lydon, frustrated by not being allowed to 
manage, saw Little point in being designated 
as the club's football manager. 

That is one key role that remains vacant, 
and Wigan have also never appointed a 
chief executive - an omission for which they 
could have a proportion of their Murdoch 
pay-out withheld. 

Those empty chairs are indicative of the 
areas in which Wigan are falling down on 
the job. For a club which has become Lhe 
epitome of professionalism on the field, they 
are surprisingly amateurish off it Club* 
which made a success of the first season of 
Super League - such as St Helens and the 
Bradford Bulls - have invested heavily in 
their administration. Wigan are still tun the 
way rugby league clubs used to be. by a 
board of directors comprising, among 
others, bakers and furniture traders. 

The controlling figure is Robinson, who 
is a fan by inclination and an antique dealer 
by occupation, and is widely seen as run- 
ning the club as a hobby. Robinson, who 
faces criminal charges next month over a 
feud with a local newspaper, is a genuine 
enthusiast, but that will not save him from 
the scorn of the paying public if he is seen 
to be presiding over the disintegration of 
a great side. 

Tuigamala has now gone, which sticks in 
the collective throat despite Wigan's des- 
perate attempts to make it seem that it was 
all down to his determination to go. There 
are stffl players, the likes of Rohinson, Con- - 
nolhr and Andy Farrell, who are lhe besi ^ 
in the British game in their positions, but 
there are others in the first-team squad who 
would never have been signed a few 
seasons ago. 

West, as coach, has been made the scape- 
goat for defeats in the matches that 
mattered. Sales of season tickets are mov- 
ing slowly. Further financial problems arc 
building up which will not necessarily be 
solved by the proposed sale and lease-back 
of Central Paik. There is no douhi that most 
Wigan fans are unhappy. Many have 
known nothing but success and they will 
swiftly withdraw their patronage if they are 
asked to pay to watch bad rugby or - even 
worse - losing rugby. 

At Central Park, itself depressinglv 
scruffy on three of its four sides, they com- 
plain about the impatience of the fans, but 
that is to miss the point. They have never 
had to learn patience, and the bitterness 
of their disappointed expectations is the 
extra curse that comes when Lhe mighty 
have fallen. 
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to repay outlay 


I The omcs wlio have spent all 

; seasbnvb9itiqg!brSfr3tttn]b^s 
bank account to fiD victim to 
sjrart&neous combustion will be 
on tentertooks today when New- 

■ castle, almost as awash with foil 
internationals as they are with 

. money, take on Leicester in 
what promises to be a compei- 
KngPukingtoa Cup quarter-final 
tie at Kingston Pari- 
A «Mnfortable victory for the 
’ victors would reinforce a view 

■ popularly held in traditionalist 
circles that Sir John has bought 

. nothing more than an expensive 
' white elephant, but those with an 
anti- Hall axe to grind may have 
- to waif for vindication. Newcas- 
tle are hardly confident ofvjctcoy 


ChrisHewett 

on likely upsets in 
rugby union’s 
Pilkington Cup 

but they are more than hemeful 
of justifying at least some oftbetr 


Newcastle can- boast two- 
thirds of the IS capped players 
on view - ^ remarkable state of 
affairs given that a foil Courage 
League division still lies be- 
tween the two dubs. Pat Lam, 
the sbudderiogly hard Western 
Samoan captain, makes his cup 
debut at loose forward and the 


leaves with 
harsh words for Hill 


lan Smith, the Scottish in- 
ternational flanke y, yesterday 
criticised Richard Hill, the 
coaching director of Gloucester, 
as he completed his move to 
Moseley, the National League 
TWo dub. 

Smith, 31, ending a 14-year 
association with the dub, com- 
plained he had been forced 
mto the move after being largely 
ignored by Hill this season. 
“This move is down to the way 
HiD has treated me,” Smith said. 
“It was inevitable that I would 
go given the treatment I've re- 
ceived at the chib this year.” 

Despite his international sta- 
tus- he has been included in the 
preliminary Lions squad -Smith 
has played only nine first team 
games for Gloucester this 
season.' 

Smith was also wanted by 
Bristol and Harlequins, but de- 
cided Moseley fitted in best with 
his work and family commit- 
ments. “Before deciding to go . 
there I checked with manager 
meat figures in the Scottish 
RugbyUnion to get -their opin- 
ions and I took their advice.” 

Orrefl were also in a critical 
mood. The Courage League 
One dub were angry over New- 
castle’s failure to fulfil a second 


team fixrure today because they 
could not raise a sde. “They can 
spend £lm on Va’aiga luiga- 
mala but they can’t raise a sec- 
ond team,” Geoff Ligbtfoot, an 
Orrefi spokesman, said. . 

Meanwhile, Orrell are con- 
sidering seeking a court order 
to prevent Brano Botica. the for- 
mer All Black, playing for 
Llanelli. Botica moved from Or- 
rell to Llanelli earlier this sea- 
son but the Lancashire dub 
claim the Welsh side have re- 
neged on installment payments. 

Stuart GaDacher.the T i-mpiii 
chairman, confirmed a writ de- 
manding payment of more than 
£30,000 hadbeen issued against 
the dub earlier this month. He 
said: “We are taking legal ad- 
vice and hope than an agree- 
ment can soon bb reached.” ‘ 

Joeli Veitayaki the Fiji cap- 
tain, has been told he must leave 
Dunvant to honour a contract 
in New Zealand. Veitayaki 
made his debut two weeks ago 
against Swansea but All Black 
Prom otions Ltd, an. off-shoot of 
the New Zealand Rngby Union, 
have insisted that the player is 
contracted to them. 

Dunvant daim the huge prop 
had received a verbal clearance 
and have called on the Welsh 


the hid that Tim Slim 
England fuD-back, and" Ross 
Nesdale. the New Zealand-bom 
Irish hooker, have recovered 
from knee injuries and will play. 

By way ofcontrast, Leicester 
have all manner erf problems, not 
so mucha selection headache as 
a fixltbkjwn migraine. Eric 
Mffler, u no a t m oniouriy “dealt 
with” by the England pack dur- 
ing last ■weekend’s international 
in Dublin, was always going to 

tfip gamp. through rrmoic, 

staibut with Dean Richards also 
ruled oat by knee trouble, the 
Users* back-iow looks unusually 
fragile. Will Johnson, brother of 
the Leicester and England lock 
Martin, fills in at No 8 - 

Stuart Bolter is also out, hav- 
iug failed to recover from whip- 
lash usuries suffered in a road 
accident last week. Qaig Joiner, 
the former Scotland wing who 
has been struggling .with groin 
trouble since September, fiQs the 
gap m midfidd and Bob Dwyer, 
the coach, readily admitted yesr 
terday that Ins side would need 
to be “switched on" to sorviv^ 
The same goes for North- 
ampton, whose borne advah- ‘ 
tage over Sale today wfll const' 
far nothmg unless Ian McGee- 


from the disparate talents at his 
disposal m the bade divisiaa. He 
has Malt Dawson beck from in- 
jury at senim-hatf. Panl 
inkasTfesj-poaticoiaf s 
Gregm^bwaseod alongside Jon- 
athan Be3 in the centre and Nick 
Beal at fall-back. All-five are in 
-the Lions prebxninazy squad. 

- Sale are alsont foil strength, 
although their flanker Dylan 
O’Grady w31 need a late fitness 
test on bis troublesome groin. 
John Mitchell's hard-headed- 
■nessin the back tow should en- 
sure they make a better fist of 
thin gs than on their previous 
trip to franklins Garde ns in Oc- 
tober. the last time the Cheshire 
dub lost a match. 

In today’s other tie, Glouces- 
ter restore Phil Greening to 
their front row for the game at 
Wikefield, the rank outriders. 
Ibmorrow. Harlequins and 
Saracens complete the week- 
end’s cup business with a Lon- 
don derby at The Stoop. 



Alexei Prokurorov, of Russia, drives himself on towards victory in the first ever 
staging of the 30km cross-country freestyle race at the Nortfic Ski World 
Championships in Trondheim yesterday . Photograph: AFP 


Paul wants to 
play fast game 


Rugby League 


DAVEHADFIRD 


Robbie Paul returns this after- 
noon to the ground where he 
spent much of his winter, and 
hopes to find it as he left h. 

The Bradford Bulls captain, 
who played for Harlequins dur- 
ing the close season, is back at 
The Stoop for the Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup fifth-round tie 
against London Broncos, who 
now share the ground. Paul, a 
dazzling top-of-lbe-ground run- 
ner who won the Lance Todd 
Trophy last April by scoring the 
first bat-trick in a Wembley fi- 
nal, hopes reports of The 
Stoop's deterioration since be 
left have been exaggerated. 

If it is a mud heap, London 
can be expected to uy to turn the 
tie of the round into a forward 
battle, although the Bulls coach 
Matthew Elliouwill not willingly 
co-operate. “When you’ve got 
backs like ours, you don’t want 
them standing around with their 
bands on their hips.” 

Those backs indudo the most 
significant signing of Bradford's 
winter, the experienced Aus- 
tralian Danny Peacock, who 
will play in the centres. He was 
man of the match with two tries 
at Hiinslet in the lasl round. The 
Bulls also include two players 
signed too late for Iasi year’s fi- 
nal, Stuart Spruce and Steve 
McNamara, though Spruce is 
doubtful after a chest infection. 

Another Australian, Graeme 
Bradley, believes Bradford arc 
far better placed than at this 
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stage last year, when they were 
still in a state of transition. That 

is ominous for London, who ihk 

week had the publicity boost of 
Richard Branson taking a IS per 
cent shareholding in the dub. 

Of more immediate impor- 
tance today will be bow well their 
new Australian recruits fill the 
void left by some significant de- 
partures. The former Wests and 
fifawarra scrum-half J osh While 
b as a tougher act to follow than 
most as Broncos had a choice be- 
tween two contrasting expo- 
nents of that role last year in 
Kevin Longer and Leo Dynevor. 
He could not face a more elu- 
sive opponent than Paul who. he 
points ouL, was never on the los- 
ing side when he started a match 
for the Quins at The Stoop. 

For all the pack mentality 
that they are expected to adopt, 
London have strength in their 
back-line. If they can leave out 
Greg Barwick in favour of a cen- 
tre partnership of ftiul Smith, just 
arrived from Sydney City, and 
David Krause, it says much for 
the options available to them. 

The pack of tomorrows games 
are at Salford, where Pans are 
the unpredictable VBttiUS, and at 
Whmngton, where lestyn Har- 
ris wiD make his first-team return 
against Sheffield Eagles. Harris, 
embroiled in a long dispute with 
the cluh. came through a reserve 
team outing on Thursday, scor- 
ing a try and setting one up with 
what John Dorahy called “a 
typical piece Df magic”. He is 
likely to start on the bench, 
with Marlin Dennoi making his 
Wtrrmgton debut at hooker. 


Blundell back on track after a pair of close calls 

Motorracing 


DERICK AUSOP . 

Britain’s Mark Blundell heads 
for the US and another season 
of lodyCars next week, carrying 
the sort of baggage racing dri- 
vers are not supposed to dedare.. 

“I must admit I don’t know 
how I’ll react when I get back 
on that pa pirttfar track,” foesaid 
from the sanctuaiy of a Fhspch 
restaurant by the Thames in 
London yesterday. ‘That is go- 
ing to be hard, very hard.” 

The particular track in ques- 


tion is an oval at Homestead, 
Florida, where two weeks ago 
the 30-year-old’s car careered 
. out of control at almost 2 Q 0 mph 
and crashed heavily. He has test- 
ed since elsewhere and has 
BttJe more than aches and pains 
to show for the ordeaL 

He did. however, sustain more 
mental scais to add to those from 
a big accident in Rio last March. 
Trepidation is one thing , gnaw- 
ing fear quite another. 

“It is a worry when you have 
two big ones in less than a year, 
even though you know neither 
was your own fault, and you start 


to wonder how many more you 
can gel away with,” he said. “The 
team thought I would have died 
in that crash at Homestead. 1 
thought I was going to die in 
Rio.” 

Blundell, squeezed out of 
the competitive equation in 
Formula One at tbe end of 1995. 
bad a couple of fifth places to 
show for his endeavours and 
anxiety last season. He is driven 
on this year by the continuing 
lade of better opportunities in 
grand prix racing, the prospect 
of improved results with the 
PacWest team. 


He said: “Formula One is 
tame compared with Indy rac- 
ing. In the purest sense, yes, for- 
mula One is up there, the 
ultimate, but, to actually race, 
IndyCars is fantastic. It’s real 
racing, with overtaking and up 
to 15 guys who can win. 

“I was offered a grand prix 
drive with Lola, but why should 
1 be spending my time at the 
bade of the grid when 1 can 
look to be at the front of the 
grid and even win a race in In- 
dyCars? 

“1 can’t help feel Formula 
One is pushing the self-destruct 


button. The concept is glam- 
orous, but it's all the peripher- 
al stuff that really attracts the 
people, not the racing.” 

Fbrafl that. Blundell would re- 
turn Formula One given the 
chance of driving that elusive 
competitive car. He said: “1 still 
believe I could do it given the 
equipment. I'm only 30, and even 
in the cars I've had I've scored 
points in about half my races. 
Maybe that opportunity wfll 
come, who knows? But for now 
Tm focused on what I have to do 
this year and it's up to me to 
make the best of it 4 
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The Independent and Indepmdeni On Swiday in 
association with Evfrostar and Drwel^ Europe have 
arranged this special spring time in Paris offer. 
Travel in style and comfort on the Eurostar passenger 
train service and spend one night in a Paris hotel for 
as little as £79.00 per person, or two nights for £99.00 
per person. 

Spring is nearly here, and what better way to shake 
off the winter blues than with a trip to Paris. Whether 
you want to shop, dine, nightclub, go sightseeing or 
simply take your time and relax, Paris is the perfect 
destination. Now, because of our special Springtime in 
Paris offer, you can gofer a fraction of the price you 
would normally pay. All things considered, wouldn’t 

you rather be in Paris? 

There is no need to collect tokens, 
simply call Driveline Europe to book. 

The offer is valid for travel from the 28 February to 
30 April (excluding the Easter period 22-31 March "97) 




Travel and Accommodation 

Departing from either London Waterloo International 
or the new Ashford International station in Kent and 
arriving at Paris Gare du Nord. You have a choice to 
stay in one of three 2-star Campanile hotels. Each per 
person charge includes a return Standard Class 
Eurtstar ticket from London Waterloo International 
or Ashford International to Paris and is based on 2 
people sharing a twin or double room. Breaks start at 
£79.00 p.p. including one night, each extra night's 
accommodation is just £20 p.p. You may also upgrade 
to a 3 star hotel at an added cost starting at £20, with 
extra nights only £40. 

Choose From Three 2 Star Campanile Hotels 

Campanile Louis Blanc is conveniently located less than ten minutes walk (or a short taxi drive) 
from the Gare du Nord. All rooms are comfortably furnished with private facilities, channel TV 
and a courtesy tray with tea, coffee and biscuits. There is a breakfast room and bar and the centre 
of Paris is approximately 15 minutes by metro. 

Campanile Bastille by Place de la Bastille is located in the centre of Paris, dose to the historic 
Marais quarter and the Place des Vosges, with its arcades, antique shops and galleries. There are 
two metro lines close to the hotel, one which goes directly to Gare du Nord (tine 5, Breguet-Sabin 
station). Hotel facilities include small garden, fully equipped bedrooms and breakfast room. 

Campanile ftalie-Gobelins is on the left bank at ‘Place dTtalie" and within walking distance of the 
Latin quarter with its lively restaurant and bars. The metro is close by and on the direct line from 
Gare du Nord. The hotel offers a warm and modem atmosphere with full private facilities in the 
rooms, cable TV and a buffet breakfast room. 

Upgrading your hotel 

To upgrade your hotel the three star Trianon Rive Gauche ** J *is also available at just £99 p.p. 
during March and £105 pp during April for one night on a B&B basis. Extra nights are only £40 
pip. This hotel offers a prime location next to the beautiful Jardin du Luxembourg and the famous 
Sorbonne. It is just 15 minutes from Notre Dame on foot. Direct RER from Gare du Nord. The 
price includes continental breakfast. 

Weekend Travel 

For outward and/or return travel on a Riday, Saturday or Sunday add £15 per person. 

Child prices on request 

Driveline Europe 

Driveline is an established direct sell tour operator, specialising in short break holidays to France. 
By specialising in this field they offer their clients excellent value for money and a wide and varied 
choice of destinations and hotels. Telephone 01707 660011 to book. 

In accordance with Ujc package Havel. Package Holidays aod frekage Tbors regulation (1992), Driveline Europe Lid operate a 
Clients Ihisiee account whereby afl monies paid to them bydientsair held in a separate bonk account until the contract has teen 
folly performed. i.e. the return date as confirmed by Driveline has passed. 


There fcno needto collect tokens, simply telephone Drfvejtoe on 
01707 660011 quoting The Independent/Eurostar promotion. Please 
have ready your approximate departurefretum times. There is . 
am>radrnately one train an hour during normal travelling times. 
SS^canbcmadc by cheque, Switch,. Delta, Conned, Access or Visa. 
NoCheques for departures within 14 days of booking. Travel insurance is 
ZSat the special price of £10 p.p. Bookmg request must be received 

by Driveline at least 4 working days in advance of the requested date of 




travel "Within this period a £10 late booking fee will apply. All bookings 
will be verified by confirmation invoice and tickets are normally issued 
seven days prior to departure. If your departure date is within seven days, 
Driveline Europe Ltd wfll contact you to make suitable arrangements. A 
binding contract between you and Driveline Europe Ltd wfll come into 
existence when Driveline Europe Ltd despatch a confirmation invoice. 

Terms and Conditions 

All bookings are subject to availability. All travel must be completed by 30 
April 1997. The offer is available to readers aged 18 years or over. Yon 


will require a valid EC passport and any necessary visas. Tickets for 
Eurostar train services are issued subject to the conditions set out in EPS's 
Conditions of Carriage, copies of which are available on request. Readers 
should be aware that no changes or amendments are permitted with this 
offer. Lost or stolen tickets are con-refundable. Eurostar check in closes 
20 minutes prior to departure - please allow plenty of time. This offer 
cannot be combined with any other offer. The offer is valid for minimum 
of two adults sharing a room. Paris tourist tax is approximately FF 6 p.p. 
per day. At all times check your tickets carefully. 
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Livingston keen 
to face the music 


Call it son et himiire, or call it 
Gladiators, but tomorrow's 
Bupa Indoor Games in Birm- 
ingham will be getting the hill 
treatment. 

Leading competitors such as 
Meriene Ottey, Bruny Surin 
and \febjom Rodal, within these 
shores for the concluding event 
of the lucrative Ricoh indoor 
tour, will be introduced to the 
National Indoor Arena crowd 
with personalised theme tunes 
wid will complete in a dramat- 
ically spotlit environment. 

This initiative from the 
British Athletic Federation is an 
attempt, literally, to highlight 
the key pans of a meeting 
which involves numerous past 
and present Olympic and world 
champions. 

Dramatic lighting is most 
likely to be complemented in 
terms of action over 60 metres, 
where Britain's world trials win- 
ner Jason Livingston, back into 
his stride after a four-year drugs 
ban, faces a daunting field. 

Livingston, who seeks his 
first medal since 1992 at the 
world indoor championships in 
Paris from 7 to 9 March, will be 
able to measure his form 
against the current Olympic 
100 and 200m bronze medallist 
Ato Boldon. as well as Surin. the 
Canadian who is going for a 
third consecutive world 60m 
title nest month, and two of the 
leading Americans, Dennis 
Mitchell and Jon Drummond. 

Two others, Deji Abu of 
Nigeria and Ray Stewart of Ja- 
maica. are also higher in the 
rankings than Livingston, whose 
best this year is 6.55sec. The 
fastest man in the field, Surin, 
has run O.lsec faster than that, 
the third quickest recorded. 

That event is likely to provide 


Mike Rowbottom 

says the Bupa 
Games will not lack 
for glitz and style 

satisfactory material for Chan- 
nel 4 as they make the first 
transmission within their new 
contra a with British Athletics. 

The competitiveness of the 
short sprint is likely to be 
matched by the long jump com- 
petition. which ranges Ivan Pe- 
droso, the Cuban whose recent 
indoor mark has only been bet- 
tered by Carl Lewis, against a 
field in which five others have 
also cleared eight metres. In the 
400m. Britain's Jamie Baulch 
has the opportunity to confirm 
his standing as favourite for the 
world indoor title by securing 
what would be a fourth succes- 
sive victory over the reigning 
champion. Darnell Hall of the 
United States. 

Balch, who lowered the 
British indoor record to 
45-39sec at the world indoor tri- 
als a fortnight ago, wisely de- 
cided to give Thursday night's 
Ricoh tour meeting in Stock- 
holm a miss after seeing his 
form diminish slightly in the in- 
tervening time, he should have 
recovered sufficient energy to 
secure a victory which would se- 
cure him £12,000 within the tour 
prize money system and the 
biggest pay day of his career. 

Meanwhile Baulch's coach. 
Colin Jackson, who ran the 
world and Olympic high hurdles 
champion Alien Johnson des- 
perately close in Li6vin last 
weekend, wflj attempt to sharp- 
en up for an attempt on the 
world indoor title against a 
field which includes Trane 1 


Hawkins, the American who 
took the world indoor silver in 
1995 and who defeated Jackson 
over 110m hurdles when they 
last met in Rome. 

For two of the highest profile 
athletes tomorrow, the tasks ap- ! 
pear relatively undemanding : 
m terms of rivals. Merlenc 
Ottey, making what may well be 
her fast indoor appearance in 
this country, is a dear favourite 
in ihe women's 60m. 

Ottey. 36. is the reigning 
world indoor champion at die 
distance, and has won 45 major 
championship medals in a ca- 
reer stretching back 17 years. 
She won the same event at this 
meeting four years ago in 
7.12sec, and has a personal 
best of 6.96, close to Irina 
Privalova's world record of 6.92. 

Vebjorn Rod a I, Norway’s 
Olympic 800m champion is said 
to be making an attempt on the 
world indoor record for his 
distance. 

Sally Gunnell, a more famil- 
iar face at the NIA, will main- 
tain her comeback from the 
Achilles tendon injury which ru- 
ined her Olympic defence with 
another appearance over 400m. 
Gunnell - whose theme tune for 
the athletes introduction will be 
“Every Little Thing She Does 
Is Magic" - wilJ be hoping to live 
up to her billing against her do- 
mestic rival Phylis Smith, who 
defeated her with a bold per- 
formance in the world indoor 
trials. 

Smith, who came close to 
Gunnell's British indoor record 
of 51.72sec. could go even faster 
tomorrow. “I'm not definitely 
saying I will break the record but 
this is a very strong field and it 
wQl push us all to good times," 
Smith said. 



Scotland’s Paul Lawrie tees off at the third on his way to a six-under-par second round 
of 66 at the Alfred Dunhlll PGA Championship in Johannesburg Photograph: Empics 


Frost warms * 

to his record 
achievement \ 


Golf 


David Frost hit a course record 
63 to finish one shot adrift of the 
leader, Retief Goosen, in the 
second round of the Alfred 
Dunhill PGA Championship 
in Johannesburg yesterday. 

The South African Goosen 
held a one -shot lead over his fel- 
low countryman Frost and the 
first-round leader, Thomas 
Goggle, at the halfway point 
with a 13-under aggregate of 
131 after adding a second- 
round 66 to his opening 65. But 
such was the grip the profes- 
sionals held on the Houghton 
course where the beau altitude 
and lack of rough made par al- 
most a mockery that the cut was 
made at four-under 140 and 77 
players managed that 

The Italian Massimo Scarpa, 
who added a 68 to his opening 
65, was one shot adrift of Frost 
and Gogele, of Germany, 
alongside the menacing figure 
of tiie in-form Nick Price. “The 
heat made it a little difficult to 
select the right club and I was 
a bit balky with the putter,** 
Price said after carding a 66. 
“But when I got here and saw 
what Frosty and Goose had 
done to the course, I knew 1 had 
to make a good score or I 
would leave myself too much to 
do over the weekend.” 

Frost, who began the day five 
shots behind Gogele, finished 
birdie, eagle, birdie, eagle for a 
staggering homeward nine of 28. 
Playing the back nine first, he 
wiped the sleep out of his eyes 
from his early start to be one un- 
der after a birdie at the par-four 


Ilth from three metres. He 
dropped a shot at the next to 
three pull and retrieved it at the 
par-five 14th. where he lipped 
out for eagle from six metres. 

Then, using a new' driving 
technique to" the full. Frost 
earned birdies at the second 
and third holes before gaming six 
shots from par in the dosing four 
holes. “My ball striking was fan- 
tastic from the start. so I knew I 
just had to get the putter work- 
ing, which is what happened on 
the second nine,” he said. “It was 
a good 63. a little hiccup in the 
middle, but a good round." 
Goosen also put his score down 
to a realignment of his putting 
and short game. “I've changed 
my grip and got a much better 
fed in my hands, it's made me 
more relaxed.” he said. 

Jose Maria Olazabal. 31, 
hopes to emerge from IS 
months of pain and depression 
when he reappears on the tour 
at the Dubai Desert Classic 
starting next Thursday. 

The 1994 US Masters chum- 
ion, who h as not played since 
eptember 1995 because of 
problems with his right fooL has 
decided to accept an invitation 
to play following improvement 
to his health in recent weeks. 

Twenty-five years alter Nick 
Fxldo became English amateur 
champion at the age of IS at 
Royal Lytham. the club will 
stage the championship again as 
part of the English Golf Union's 
millennium celebrations. Also 
planned for the year 2000 is a 
return of the Brabazon Trophy, 
the English stroke play cham- 
pionship. to Woodhall’Spa. 
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WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


TODAY 

Football 

Maahto net txt pools coupon* 

3.0 unless anted 

FA CARLSBEfn VASE Shill round: Norm Fes 
nayv Bwruwwn Tenders; Normrood „ Bar stood: 
WMtfiy v Mosstey. 

QM VAUXHAUL CONFERENCE: Altrincham v 
ta^BtimCrtYv»awerfad:arom<©^ewoH- 

M EnheaO v Rushdgn & Donums: Hakfex 
Hhs v HednefcM v Wtont- 

cairiw; Kettering v hade mnnaw. Nonhvnch v 
Weiing Southport v Dover. SGriytadtf v 5wv»- 
wg*. 

ICJS LEAGUE Pro it** DMaiom anwo's Swrt- 
fbrt v Vowing,' Bore+wn Wood v Aylesbury: Car- 
snaitor v Gray* Dagenham & Redbud* 
ftarnfcK EnfWd * Puffiest; Hentrai vDrhwcflil 
bnoge vSunon Uw Httefun v Rmojonan: Chtort 
City » Oiensey, So >m vHamwtsortiu 0 i: Yeovil 
v Sr Albans. FMDMstartAbngionTiMnv Marro- 
wy. Basttguhe v eeswianrswt. Cattwey IVand 
«Toddng&Mnimain:QwsitarivBAencay;Cray- 
donw Wartime tayan Pennant vBognorftegv 
Manor* i r Maidenhead: Mousey v Auerywc 
uondge v Whytrteaft: Walton 4 Hentwn v Bar 
ran Row?: Wokingram v Thame. Second DW- 
Sfon: Bracfcnei v Haffihum: Coita Hon It Romford 
w Date* HuflBrfao vChaShut 1 * 8*0 vlfcwy, 
Wwe vEdgwaik WambJey v Bedford Town: Wind- 
k* & Bor % BarVing; Wmanw Egwrit Ww* 
hoe « Diatom Si Peuw. TT*d Division.- Aueiey v 
tews: Cembertey v mngiOury, East Thurrock v 
VMngne £ Finchley. Harlow v Eosom & EweBv Hen- 
And v Souths*: Tnng v Braintree. 

UNKtOfK) LEAGUE Premier DJWOon: Alfretori v 
Barrow; BflfflMr Bnoga v WmetoW: Bosiun UnJ « 
HyOe:Oiofleyvft>cklert CWivynBf^vBuxwE^ 
foy vAccnrtjion Stanley: Gtwaey v Ga*K 6 crau 0 ) 
Tniffly. Uncasw v tsrowtoy-, LeakvEtyth Sear 
Tans Marine v Bshop Auckland: Runcorn vSoen- 
nynw. FJm Dhtaion: Braafart Path Anew* * 
Congfofon: Dwytsoenv Uncoh Irat Honor vNather- 
teU: Bnana v Athemr LR: Hana^de Town v Onn 
Harwood: Lagn wwaksoo: Mattock v Asman LW: 
Stortsondge v RaocWa: Warmgton v Eaawcod 
Town; wiatley Bay v Curran Asntori: Workington 
v Fandey Celtic. 

DR MART0B LEMKJE Prentot DMriwt «T« 

saona v SuBn^wume: Burton Atai v Newport AFC; 
Dmowrer v CMMwftM: Cravewtw * Gaoucas- 
WtOeSeyHowsvCPatarmam; HasongsvCbm- 
bndgo Qry. Karrs Lynn V Mermyr Tynfii; Nuneaton 
v ABrtora: Suomny 7<»W1 v Safetwy: Worcester 
v Crawley. Mbfiand DMaton BetJvionn y Stow- 
tinoge Baston v SoehU*; Cranmam v ws Ro 9 v, 
Moor Green v nwsun; Raorw vftnwcii v Pagnr 
Ranges; Reodctdh v RoOnueA; Stteovea Oynamo 


v HlrWdey toiwr: Stafford Ffangen v Rjunds: Sut- 
tdn CoufleU v Bwiart Tamworti v Corby. South- 
m DMalon: Cmdertcrt v Farenam; Cnncesw 
» Havonc Oenedon vSt Laonani's Stancrolt Enth 
■5. Betwoerev Vai« Fisner AOTeoc v Dwdbia; Beet 
v Wasifowfle: Forest Seen Rows <r Buctung- 
ham Town Margate v Basin ey. Ne«vmt kW yTorv 
bndge: Wesrarvsuoer-Mare v Witney: Weymouth 
vTtoMbndge. 

FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN LEAGUE 
Rrst DMsltwc Buffer, Symnona v Outtsu* 
FB: Ox* v MrarortEasingwr <i Seahem; Mor- 
twn V CrwswrTe-Streec StMdon v Tow Law. South 
SnwtoyCcrtsetcVWtcWwrnvDuftamWesiAu*. 
land v Stocvmn. 

WmSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE: Beckenham y 
wtmstatae 12-301: CrayvCrcckenrun CL30T; Deal 
v Slade Green; Fafcasuna v ConntNan. Green- 
wich » Faversltam i2JOr; nema Bay v Ronsgate: 
She® bey v Fumes* ThamesmeM v TOnlwmxL 
TuntsMge Wefts <T Ovrtham: WoCAwcn » Hytne. 
unuer SUSSEX COUNTY IEAGUE Firs* DMekn 
HaUsham vtMcK Horenam VMCA v Peacehaven 
8 . TcmccrtM; Mia Oak v urw Sckk Oak- 
wood v SouthWKdc Ftaghem v EaHtJoume Toum: 
(tegitwr « tNWWiawV; Satutean v Srrtey: STWe 
Ham v Arundel: Three Bru^s r Ptttfie«. 
UKLSPORTUNrTED COUNTIES LEAGUE PmnAer 
Division: Coganhoe v SoaWng; DesDoraugh v 
Konpctor; Eyneabury v Long Buddiy; Fixd Soorts 
w Siodofci: Hortieai* * Bourne; Mvrtees Btadistone 
v Wood on; Newport Raptyi v Siewarts & Uoyds 
C&trf, Ponnn v Stwrnom. league Cup eecond 
round ropliqr: St Neots yBanon Town. 
SCREWFIX MSCT LEAGUE Piomtar Dtvlrtoie 
Meld'd v BacMneft; Bnsaji Manor Farm v 0rr> 
iwwxxv. Cabw ■. Tiwntsv Owns » BrtpiBUir. D- 
mere v Chiopennaru Mengocrtelo v Bamstanie: 
Odd Down v Bddport: PaiAon v Tomnglon. 
NORTHERN COUNnES EAST LEAGUE Premier 
PMalon: Arnold » Maitpy; Asrifieio v ftmteiiaa: 
Bn®vAmnnwoe; GBssrtx^itonvThacMey: HaF 
lam y Density: Hmfleld Mam v Ossen Ai&on: U- 
verseflge vSratfWd;P>«enngvHuci(raii: Way 
vBeiper. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES IEAGUE Fits DIvWoie 
A ment* Coiierws v Rossendaie: Bootle v How- 
* OB Boys ChMdenon > Penmiv Onnwoe v Dar ■ 
wen: Ksis 0 OM y Pnescot Newcastk- Town « 
BtocmoM Rovers: 3t Helens v Eastwood Hanley; 
Seftad v Burscough: Tratod v Mame Road. 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Aetwtnsaures y Be- 
merar Hesrti: BoLmemoutn FCvlyminei*; Brecb- 
ennuret v Andowc Cowes Soon* v Eastw^c 
Downu* v Thetcnam: East Cowes * Gosport 
Porsmoutn RN v Tenon; Whitchurch v BAT 
Spvb: Yftmwxwe. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Piwmler DMtdOn: 

Goneston > Suscwy Town: Great Yarrooutt' ■; 


Wisoedi: Halsuad v Bury Town; Harvneh £ 
Pacsiesuxv n Faljgnham: v Dtss: Newmai- 

k« v Smwmarvac watboye v Hatfeign; Wanon * 
S-xlOury WafOefrvs WoxtHttiJe v UweSrf: wm,- 
ham v Qacion. 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE: 
Harwell v Stratford: BKmvncb v Shifnafc Brngnoon 
v Pels?* voia: Halesowen Hamers y Bcridmete St 
mwh««: HincMey AWabc v Rocesrec OWbrny v 
wmw^y Wctona: Rusrm* Otympc v Sandweft; 
StaperhiV v Cnawtowit Wiien hail v BMLenan. 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Aoeiystwyth v lunsarttflhud 
V 2.GL Bmrai Ferry v Cwmbran: Carina Then v Bor. 
ry: Connah's Quay / Fbnc Conwy v Caernarfon 
(2 JOi; Ebbw Vale v Caaram: Horywrt v Cemae. 
Bay. Rhyl v Bangor City; Welshpool v Newtown. 
PRESS * JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: Brora 
Rangprs • Buckie Thnue: Ctechnacuddin v Cove 
Rangers: Forres Mecharncs <i FrasertMEP; Fo«. 
W*iam v Deverortvale: Hunily v IMck Academy; 
Keitfi v Elgin Cey: Lossemoutn • Peterhead: Nem 
County v Routes. 

bass RtSH CUP Sixtfa roumb Qurmin v Lougn 
ga» Utd 12.151 lot Laugi&ift: Crusaders * Por- 
a Oomn; Dundeia v C<H ^1 i2.15T: ryenavon v 
caenxrar.; UriBn® 0 vv Bar-gor rat Oma^i 

vOnmneyCrynef; Pwtstewart vCowaine lot CU- 
erafnei; ftoyai UigwOmsta»fctyvCiKttyw»<<« 
WtoKorParM. 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRELAND 
Premier DMelort Derry City v Home Farm Ever- 
ton (7.30). 

Rugby League 

SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP Fifth round: Lon 
<fc* aw*W v Ebaflttd BUH O 05i (at 7be Sroon) . 


Rugby Union 


3 . 0 unless stated 

PB-KJNGTON CUP Quaiter-flnelK Newcastle v 
Leicester. Northampton v Sale 12.15): wakeWd 
v Gtaucester (2.301. 

COURAGE CLUBS' CHAMPIONSHIP Nettooel 
Longue On* &ISJOW Bath . CFraftv London Irish. 
Itattsial League Twos Beotord v Bockneath: 
Msssfoy v waanoo: Rahemam V Renmono fliS;. 
National Loague Three; CSfom v Obey. FyVK i 
Uwrpooi St Haera (2J0j: Leeds v Harra^®: Lon- 
don Wfik* * Ereter ii30); Lydney v Whartedate 
Mortey v Readme Pedniih y Rosayn Park 12 J 0 I: 
Wabaii v Havanl (2-30i. National League Four 
North - . Aspatna i Heratort 12.301; Manehester v 
L cWmm 12.151; Nuneaton v Sandal £.30): 
Sheffield vWrewigwt PW (2301; SiWie^r-Trent 
v Preston Grasahrxwra 12.30): Stcurbndga v 
henoai f2 Jot; Worcaerer v &rmmghaiTvSoinuii 
1 2-30 1 NaNonal League Four South: Asfcaarts 


DONCASTER 


10 3JClM> 
OPeare 


HYPERION 

ZOO Sousse 230 Befl Slaffboy 3 jOS Barford Sov- 
ereign 340 RtzwiSam 4JL5 Kenmore-Speed 445 
Dual Image 515 AH Done 


9 1F1-PR0 DECIDE V0URSELF (71 (DJ T TTrmsn Jones ; 

10 535021 SAMAWHaHOtMiaLSrtJalSLO: 

-lOdectared- 

BETIWQ: 11^ ShWag Edft, 7-2 SamacW. 4-1 Star Rage, 6-1 Batfonf 
Soveral#!. S-l Desert FTfiWer. 14-1 Frfrttey, Sessnw Seed, 15-1 Speed- 
■el Pttuce. Cdltaoe Bay. 20-1 Decide Tourerf 


GOING! Good (Good uj Finn in ptaeeal. 

Urh-turtil. pear^duped course. 

Cams-: is E oT wm off ihc AftW CM18 Jos ? & 4). Bus Unk 
from Doncaster CemraJ station. ADMISSION: Club 51 J; Grand- 
stand is: Family Enclosure i:t (under- IBs Tree all cnckereresT. 
CAR PARK: Free. 


13.40 


SIS 


RACMG 

CHANNEL 


BUNKERED FIRST TME: Port Vafameka i-I. IOt 
WINNERS Dll THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Koo'e Frontier i -L. 15) toe. been 
jent ggj mlfcg by C Popham Irom West BajthiHtiuuh, Srmncraet- 


2.00 


‘OPEN MORNING* SELLING HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2,375 added 2m UOyds 

003135 OnSAHI 1102) T b 11 9 JAdnel Bramm (3) 

313 PROUD WAGE (9) (0) Gi UCMt 5 119 Dfdmffl 

2035V DAMEPROSPECTI7»)MH,Mar. 1 teno6LLAPIMg)ey(3) 

0 GREEN KING 130) A A**, 5 11 3 SMcNeO 

MAOCAL BUMS M® 4 QmrhCCs 5 U 3 JRy*i 

640332 0AHBURT (IQ) IBF) Use L SdEba 5 U 3 _TSWM(71 

FP 6 - QUE(omr(5«a)JMacwe6il3 Taey 

0000 AUTUHI FlAAtE (IB) 0 ftennan 6 10 12 MBraemn 

00 WU. DANCER IUJP nan SIC 12 E Husband (3) 


‘RACING IS FUN* HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£2£25 added 4YO 2m 4f 

1 221 RimUM#lUSA)tl«IB5IDrignt ilrAtMSmm 

2 102 DSAUDWED (2£) Mes H kjngn 10 13 JCUkXy 

3 02 AMAZHC SAIL (14) Miss M MK^n 10 12 — M Breratan (3) 

4 3L ANNA 50LEB. (Hi 0 SheraWXl 10 12 I A McCarthy 

5 P0 GULF OF SIAM (JB) J Ltarue 10 12 JQey 

6 R3» HCAR ESPWT ( 22 ) J Can 10 12 -FUahyp) 

7 00 PORT VALENSXA (14) J L rtjms 10 12 DGeftagurB 

8 00 REcmmKNT {33U Turner 10 12 Jlf Bremen 

9 00 STAR BLAKEJEY (25) G Barnett 10 12 SWym 

10 30 TAfiAJST (22) M Conartij 10 12 RIctanIGuest 

11 443HB TOPAClWiroi^DafrwiOlS BFerttn 

12 50 PRECIOUS ISUND illj PDaiinn 10 7 JSuftffte 

- 12 declared - 

BErnHG: U-10 FRzwOBn. M Oteaflwred, 13.2 Anna Soteft. 12-1 Tepa- 
0ow, 16-1 Nob Espnt, Tagatay, 33-1 Preetaw Wand. EOJ. others 


5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 J6-U3P BWEKBANK ROSE (63) W Qari 6 10 12 Guy lewis (3) V 

U 34MM0 SHARMOOR (W) Miss L S*M*i 5 10 12 OPeas 

12 4225 BUWTSWO0OII»attafihi#re«adA10 7.-e»ylvM 

13 04020 BDY BLAXENEY (35) Mry S Smsfi 4 10 7 JUdsanl (test 

14 i» CODE RH> (31) W M* - 10 7 A Bates (5) 

15 LT6C3 ARCH ANGEL (31) G Qiaitci Jm?: 4 IP 2 X Abpnru (7) 

16 COau? HAWANAFA 112) J Uoom 4 10 2 


4JL5 


-W 


RAW DEAL 0 flamen 4 10 2 


.5 Wynne 


18 RENO'S TREASURE (USAJ John 4 Hams 4 10 2 ...D BAfher 

IS 0004 S0USS£fflW)MrtMR5raey4l02 .CUeBl 

20 5FP0 1 RUNNA CM) fl SwdVswn 4 10 2 J.Haney 

- 30 declared - 

BETTMGb 7-2 Ptflod knags. S-l OsLbory. 6-1 Hawaoafa. 7-1 Code Red. 
S-L Souaae. Boy Btahsnay, M-l Areh AngeL BMonwd HaB, 14-1 Qrew 
Hag, Hverbanfc Rose. 15-1 CdnNn, 20-1 others 


8AWTRY NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5JD00 added 2m 3f UOyds 

1 0U-1E12 taXTAN (14) [BF) ft Taney 7 120... proven 

2 5-03212 KEWAORE-SPEEJ (GS) (BF) Ma S 5mth 10 11 4 R Guest 

J X2GZ3 KEY TO H0YADE(39) M Whnsori 7 10 13 B McNeil 

4 01 S 241 COVER P0MT (9) QJ) J RtrGeald 5 10 13 RGamOy 

5 2P-56W STAGE PIAYBI (21) Us, C Came 11 10 7 J) Leahy 

5 613501 HW5 PROMISE (US) CPqUtamS 101 — .TO«coMbe{3> 

7 5P-FU43 GLAMANGUIZIIS) PCMUn 7 100 B Feeton 

-7dedsred' 

Mirtmum vagr. Jr'et Tte fts««an nefehc OtamangB: 9st JOB. 

BETTTN6: IBB Koyan, 3-1 KenoiMeSpeed, 4-1 Cover PolaL 8-1 Gtman- 
ffo. 10-1 KmV PtoBdaa, 14-1 Kay Tb Uoyade, IB-1 Stage Player 


4^5] 


2L30 


•COME BEHIND THE SCENES' NOVtCE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4J)75 added 3m 

1 22PJ-11 BEU.STARBOT{141 (O JOSheaB 11 10 JkftdM Breren (31 

2 4-32412 IKMYM0SS (32) Mr: S Smith 8 11 4 — „._J5chard Guest 

3 OOPFO MRM0nVAnnonrHeddy710i2 BMeNeH 

4 &3U22-0 SEVM0UR SPY (119) Mrs A Hers 8 10 12 S Wynne 

-Adoctarad- 

BOTOG: 2-5 6 rt Stnfflxsy, 114 Honymoia, lfl-1 Seynout Spy, 50-1 
Hr Mqthwtof 


F1NN1NGLEY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 

E) £4000 added 2m 3f UOyds 

1 31F.'44*3 OVBI THE POLE pjJJDJPCTtamn^ 10 12 0 J* - C Botnar (S 

2 3AK141 DUAL MAGE (S) J KOCetM 10 11 ]2 JtGarrftty 

2 23315-5 JASOrrs Boy ») i Merajey 1 105 B Fenton 

4 4PP2JJ KAS0tASnW>(9)Mr.SSrtsm61OO R«HUaua(7> 

-4 declared - 

Mrortum «®nc IOh. Tflie Kanficap wags: timaaino 9st 
BErnNfc 1-2 Dud image. 100-30 Jason's Boy, 9-2 Over The Pole. 20-1 
KmnasUno 


5.15 


3X5 


5-12ZJ0 
1393-31 
046 12P- 
244004 
431141 
(y WKy 
302552 
254142 


DONCASTER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
8) £ 6^00 added 2m UOyds 

CAUJ50E DAY I2B) LB 0 Shawcd 8 12 0 J A McCarthy 

STARMfiEUAHO) ILHant 7 1112 DMte^wt 

FRCNLET (384) (CO) G rtchartb 11 U 12 ... M Brenwn (3l 
SPEWEU.PR0CE ( 0 ) N T-Catas r 11 U — TJenta 

5MM4G EDGE DS) (CD) I Extcrby 5 11 3 B Fontai 

Sra> ail) K? N Hpioasan 9 11 1 -W Mcfiptad 
DE5BTT FKKIS7 (1A| <EH Ma M Rawtey 6 Jfl 7^_P Mwn 
BARFORD SOVEREIGN (1® (BF) l Fansfa* 5 10 5 Jt Cuset 


INTERMEDIATE OPEN NH FLAT (CUSS 
H) £1,500 added mares 2m UOyds 

1 261 COUNTRY ORCHD 05) (0) M3 M FJewtey fl 119._J Wren 

2 MBMfiA»ffiOFESTEEMSGcart$)6U; XGa* 

3 330 RAOB.LOU8E(3«T^5112 SMcMdl 

4 2 All DONE OE) S lienor 4 10 b— Jlttmi 

5 0 C££«rai CD N Civrtuertan J 10 O...WK c Betcalfe f7) 

6 ISLAWEN LADY j M Sarfey J 10 6 BFetHno 

J U 0 Y BOCO F Colon 4 IQ 6 _..£Ra»( 7 ) 

$ 5 SttEBT S)K(15) CTVoratn a 106 J4Horroda(7) 

9 WHATDS DEW. J Snvdt 4 10 6 WVfortM«n» 

-Bdedved- 

BEmNG: 54Cauntqr0rcMd.7-4All DoM.BJSIMQySMe, lO-imchel 
Louae, 25-1 btawen Indy. 33-1 etbara 


* Wesnjn-y«)er44are (2-Ml: Camoedey v Chei- 
lenham il-Sli: Cnartujn Part, v Beny Hi* 1230); 
Hf£< W/cwntK V Barking 12. 30): He'afiury v Met 
reooliQn Police; Piyrryouth > Heniev 12.30]-. 
Tabard « North Wafcham |2 15t 
SWALEC CUP Seventh round: AbertUbry v 
banwUi |2.30I: Cardiff vOmas Powys (UCn: Car- 
marthen Oui ns v iMeatn Uartfovery v South 

Wale* Ponca iSJO': Newcastle Emhn v abw Vale 
(2.301: PontvDoal v Whrfland (2J0i: Swansea v 
PontychOQ 1230]. 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Ftm OMilofU 
Caerohidy v Newport i230i. Second Dtvtelon: 
Aberawyi » Manned ilJOi. 

SCOTTISH TENNENTS CHAMPIONSHV PraoMr 
La ague First DMstora Curne v Son mg County; 
Jed-Ferestv Hamdc Mwoee j watsomanr. Prrs- 
mMr lasgue Second Dhwtoa: Bg^r > Edrtuyi 
Acad*-. West of Samand v Glasgow HK. Premier 
League TlUrd Division: Kirkcaldy v Kdmarruck: 
Peebles v Musselburgh; SeiKirk v Stewart's 
MeMiie FP. Premier league Fourth DMeton: 
Corvoranuie v Gortfcmians: Hamead/Jamar.hiB v 
Haddmgron: unpujim , Qenrotnes. 
INSURANCE CORPORATION IRISH LEAGUE 
Fust Division: BaDymena v St Mary's CMege 
Gt.30i: mxuw* cdne&s vOw>sscent c.aoi: 
Garrytrven v Cork Cona'OWbr, >230): Old 
Belvedere * Irtstamarr, (2.30); CW Wesley v Shan- 
non i230i: Terenune W v Durigannon O30U 
Young Munsror v Lansdowne i2.3C'i. Second Di- 
vision; Conran v Shames ii30r. DLSP v Derry 
i230i. Dolphin « HrghSwd i230): Orewrones v 
LCC 1230); Makme v Bacbve Rangers .-2.30): 
Monkwoww vMFC t2 30). Wanderers v Sunday's 
WaH 0.300. 

as COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP Quarter-RnaW: 
NordximoeftanrJ v Lancashire t230i rat Tyncd&el 
ANGLO-WE1SH Second DHttion Competition 
Group B: Cwenovv Abercynon. &oupCs IHMC 
f Canaif msu v Siqmn0iam (230). Graap 0: Lon- 
dor Scortisn v Ysnaflgyman. 

CLUB MATCH: Bnsux Uniu v Qifcnj Urav £301 


Hodkey 


Mars NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier Dhrtskm: 

Cannock v Bertoro Tigers il.Ol: East Gnnsiead 
v Gu Afford U.30': Hwant v Canteibu^ i230); 
CM uwgmomans v TeOdmffBn (130): Reading 
v SurtntPh 12.0): Soumgate v Houndow (2. 30). 
Hr*l DMatore Bronaey v Hui 1 12.0): acoManos 
u Bourewlle CO': City 0( Poromouih v Bajdterts 
(1.30 k Cnwrvk v Beeawi i2.30i Oswcaner v 
imanOymhriana'130); Ec03asDn v laca 1 12.0): 
Firebmts v Loves 1 1230): Qouoestia CflyvCb- 
Iwd Hanks (1301; Harteston Magaes v Oxlord 
Unar 11.15); Stourpon v St Albans (2.01; War- 
nngwri v Sheffield 11.0). 


NASTRO AZZURRO South Prarnhn-. Ashford v 
WoHn^onv. Becfcortam v Ow vw^twuana: 
Bournemouth v Old Whagfoans FarehamvMad- 
•whead; Hampstead & Westminster v Anctw- 
an;; Ramganva v Chichester: fbenmand v Gore 
Oourc Tunbnrtgs wens v Wohme Wimbledon v 
(Ugh Wycombe: Winchester v Soencer. 

ADNAMS East Praitrter Bisnops Sunftad vPe- 
tsrbarough Toan: Cantmoo) Csy v Ipsuroh: Can- 
bnage Urn* ■/ Redbndge & Hotd: Dwetwm v 
CoWiesror; Sudtury v OwenstanL 
DT2 MIDLAND Preadar EBaovcn v Haroome: 
CowrtrvJ North Wanvek v Hampton rtAreen: Khai- 
sa Y Oossomfetd; Lou^iborough Students v 
Onon S West Warwitx Ncrth Notts v Natta^iam. 
SUNUFE WEST & SOUTH WALES Prwntqr 
Qeuedon « Weston-super Mare: RoOvtsonsv Bns- 
r<n Uner. 5*3rtsea v Man & Llan: Taumon Vale v 
Ptyntowh; VftiWhurch v Bath Butts. 

NORTH Pramler: Ben faryddrigv Norton: Form- 
lArvShetMOBjrteisHatroBawvTInpeiieytNe' 
ston v Southport SwnglleUs v Chester S«atwl 
y Romgpma. 

WOMEN’S NATIONAL LEAGUE PrandartCUtton 

^ Basam levresrer 11230); Doncaster t Sutton 
ClSJflefo ( 1130); tosiwJi vH0TtDMill2.cn. First 
DMehin: Bractaeii v Bhtehatts (2 j 01: Camertasy 
vQieimshad Broadoak U2.ra:0itnn v Bradtord 
Swiftenbar* QXh: WrmWcwon v Sunderland Be- 
dans i12X>i. Second DMsdon: EaHngvErmoum 
IL l5i: LdughbNUUgh Students v WoMng 0.30); 
Oid Lwjjjttomans v West Witney IL.Di: SI Albans 
v Shenrood '12.0). 

ROYAL AlrFAISEL WOMEfTS MIDLAND Pro- 
mtan Cnmson Pambtets v Bedford: hanenng v 
West Brorrensn; Uonh Starts > AlOhOjK PvS«fic»i 
v Ftempion or Arden. 

WOMENS NQBTH Brat DtvVakac BbcMwm v 
Oiesar: Ptvnon v Carlisle: Sheffield v Liverpool: 
WWtrjn»Yark. 

WOMEN'S EAST SUPER LEAGUE Prendar Attv 
tort v We**yn Garden Cen Bwy Si Bbrvrrts v 
Bedeyhaath; CamOndae City v Hariesmn Mag- 
pies: Sevenoahs v Ippmch. 

WOMEJTS WEST Premier: Oiellenhffn v VWn- 
Boma Wavferere; Leominster - E«*ar. St Aumeft 
v Coaw*: Vase v Bournemouth. 

WOMEN'S SOUTH Fhat DIvleiaK City of 
Portsmoutfi v Mndanoro H* Hampsised & Wat 
iflnswr v Tulsa HA; Wr*am v CAihnCh; Raad- 
ngvWnttresssr: SotAhwnNon vWtorthng. 
TRYSPORIS WOMSTS THREE COUNTIES 
FVst WvWtaiie Amersham v Henley: Braowii v 
Wes* Witney: Famftam Common v Maidenhead: 
Newtuy v Ot> of Qdort; Orion! Unit v Stou0v. 
RoneUff) v M*on heynes Sonmn* v feedne 
Wycombe Rye v Wcfan0»m. 


Basketball 

BUDWEKER LEAGUE: Derby v Crystal Palace 
(730): latoesur v crvsaer (7301: Manchesnar 
v Hemal & Watford <730): Wonfing v Burning 
ham ( 8 . 0 ). 

NBLMn'aRrat DMste CaraflvOQUBtisy lS.W; 
Mid Sus^ei v Bury 5 Baton (730): Noninjfrara 
v Stockton (aO); Oxford v Plymouth i&Oj; So- 
fonr v WesLmnster (&0|. 

Ice hockey 

SUP£M£AGUENotai 0 iamPanafMsvAycStoc- 
osnEagestBracknen Bees v Manchester Sttmr 
Rasmgtoke BeonvSiefl>efoS 8 eefere:CaaftEta^ 
rs v Nencasde Cobras. 

PREMiaUEAGUe: Knemm v TNtord 163 ): Fto- 
tertwrwai v Guddfard 1330): 5tougTi v SaWwfl 
16.301: Swffidwi v Medway (5.15). 

NDRIHERH PREMIER: BOCWmm v MurayfuAl 
16 .O 1 : Dumfries * Casbereagh (7.30): ftfavWh tr- 
ie/ (7.15). 

Other sports 

BADMINTON: Fnends PnyMent Grand Stem 
(Mansfield), 

SNOOKER: iBatwwai Open (Abeidaeni. 
SWIMMINGS British Grand Pm meet (Leeds). 


TOMORROW 

Football 

FA CARLSBERQ VASE Stath roraufc Gwsborouffi 

v Taunmn (2-Q). 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OFIRELAND 
Premier DMakaK Bray wandetfire v Dundalk. 
(3.01; CorX Ciy v Slgo wwre (ZO); St Paoedi's 
Affdebc v sremreck ftxers (230): IfoiwnskyCoi- 
lege CruMn y Finn Harps (3.15). 


Rugby League 


3.0 unless stared 

SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP Rfth Round: 
CarWo v Foatherslnne Rovws (2X1) : Hffifw Blue 
Sdx v Koteniey Cou^ra: Leeds v Dewstxuy: s* 
tort V Pam Sl-Cemw SLHeterev Huft: Wako- 
fdd Trinity v Oktham (330): WarringKn * 
Sheffield &0es. 

SILK CUT PLATE Second round: Hunstet v Wart:- 
ihgjon (3301: lenewhre v Hull WnpROn 
Homers: LbI^i v Whitehaven. 

FRIENDLY: York v Doncaster. 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

1-50 Ucheste 5L20 Hever Gotf Lover Z50 Uve 
Project &25 Rash Gift 3JSS Blue Flyer <k30 Hat- 
taafeh 5.00 Sweet Wilhelmbia 


9 666503 GAME p® (p) A Batoy 6 3 8 SSnkrsS 

10 dO&OQO S019D THE TRUMPET tlA)R50w5e 3 JBnnftB{5)10 

11 302500- WMGMJT(95] R ingam 4 712 RAMen(5)7B 

12 206300 MADONNA M ROSS (19) M Dote 4 7 12-~JhdeGto50d8 

- 12 <tedraed- 

BETTWft 4-1 DvePn^ecL 9-2 Romo ReeL 51 StaOstldBL Cedes. U -2 
Oor Shades, 10-1 Wk^nrt, 13 - 1 Cold lance, 151 Sound The Trumpet. 
20-1 Madonna Do toast, Epectacfo Jim, Cray Ug*ud, 251 Arrafw 


GOING-, sumdohi 

STALLS: :'.T * 1m - oubbie; ma - ms*dc. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Lc* niunbvm btm twr Sf and OT. 
EijUiirack surLwc: MDiunil. rtharp undulaUnR ciMirse 
L'nime Li SE (A town on TJ2iW8. Unfifreld Aaa>:>n I wrvnd by 
lyirvinn, Victoria) nr(]otns eournr. ADNSSION: Ail EndosureM 
Sfi. CAB PARK: Chib 53: remainder frea 


3-25 


SIS 


RACKS 

CHANNEL 


BLINKERED FIRST TIME; Blues Magic (vtsortsT) (2 20): 
Haute Cni-di ic i:)J jri) & Mia tor Bay 1 0.20 L 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: JoaUtOaimP (1.501 won 
lv-TC laR.Thumrtay 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Madonna Da Roeet i2^HJI sera 
2kS miles by M Duds ffreri PicrcebridRe, 1 * 0 . Tnirtuun. 


BARN OWL MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4,900 added lm 

250000- BESAnsnBJ^B) GL Moore 4 9 
m035 GEMJMEJOWI (19) J Rates 490... 

200035 HNUtEClRSMEtl7)RIMhaTs4 90. 

*>4062 OBSKT BAT (21) D CoyptM 4 9 0 

0- BESWH3DW {32^ J Peart* 4 69... 

0- WMPHARPTBRH0VW4 89. 

QW®- LENTOMOIDahSlWS) PMtirafSrrifTii 39...^Cartcr4 



230 RASH G^ (96) Lad Kunn^fen 4 8 9 DiteitanS 

60006-6 SQUARE ME MSS (37) P Ho>4ne 4 8 9 IQidMl 

-Sdwtmd- 

BETI1NG: 10-11 Raft) GUL 4-1 Gentdno John, 6-1 lovely Mon*t 13-2 
Beawaldme, 12-mW(y Bay, 16-1 Ba SMMtd, 20-1 Kauta Carte. 301 

Square MB* HHs, CarepbK 


f"KOl MERLIN SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
(Div I) £2,300 added lm 


606460 MANABAR (3S) ID) U PdlfJEe 5 9 10 T 0 McLm^Ai 8 B 

310215 HAIMAB STORM (FB) (7) (CO) (BF) 0 flrtKft Dais 999 

Jteny Bator (71J1 

0000-30 BUJSHMi ESQiAWER (32) M 593 J) HoBMd 5 V 
02-2546 50UMS7 COVE (35) (D) M Ueade 7 90 — 0 Sneemy (E) 2 

350000- CHUHEia<1Stll2lha>sht)0 7el2 3 Sandra 9 V 

<505-1-12 BOLDHABT (U) ICO) J Paarce 126 IX GBwMl 

CSW» AJKUIT (71) I Sherdiai J 8 8 JICMtlfl 

600-355 LACHEStS (8) DNtJxRs 4 86 IOMMtaMb(7)B 


3-55 


SPARROWHAWK HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
£7,325 added 6f 


9 OXW41 JUSIMANUS(2)(C)JBncte 58f-i5« ADuly(E)7 

10 «6MO SWEET AMORET (39) PHOMng 4 8 5 F Norton 4 

U 0»M6 SHAV7CS 0OUAM (32) R ftm 6 7 12 JQi*"3B 

12 006005 BRIGHT PARAGON pi) (Cl K wry 8 T 10 NAdmsU 

-12 deemd- 

Mirtiniim wer^it Tst iflfc True AdOCKajl h tW BrfgF Faragry: 7ffl 36. 
BETTWG: 4-1 Jmbfllanni. 5-1 Hawaii Stone. B-l UdMata, BoM HtMt, 
XM BtosMiteOraearSw, B-l Uaoabar. 10-1 Sotdfor Cove. M-lBrt|Itt 
PaaffM, Sbnyma Dowran. 1*1 Sweat Amorat qkA, 2S-1 CM Ho^n 


1 54000-1 PftBKBJ SOUND CUl (CD) U Be*4910_e 

2 424510- STAND TAIL (170) (CO) Lady Hones 59 7 — 

3 0040-16 BLUE Hist (U) FJ) (9F) R Kean 4 9 6 — S WNtworth 4 B 

4 000-612 RtSO MASK (uj (CO) L Moraagjg Haft 5 9 6 »JD Hetnd 7 

5 14-2434 SCtSSORBBCE(imCOUa*Nar590 — R Malta (SU 

6 1-44313 APOLLO RB> Ul) (CD) G L Moore 8 8 3 CandyMvTH2 

7 030152 SQU1HE COWBE (9) 0 Chapmen 5 8 S AMkueB 

8 23154X3 KRYSTAL MAX (UJ (CD) J CuRnan 4 8 6 J Quton 9 

9 0-01206 lXSDSKf {2HCD) ABrtey636 SSndroS 

-Sdectoad- 

BETTWG: 114 Princoly Sound. 9-2 Roto Magic, 11-2 Sqrte Carrie, 0-1 
Blue RJw, 1M Stead 1 ML 7-1 Apoftu Rad, 8-1 SoUaor Rldgs. 12-1 Lord 
a», 10-1 KrysW Max 


4^30 


2_20 1 BUZZARD HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,900 


added 3Y0 5f 


1 4123-63 WCHIM6AlESQN6(Lfl)t/M*aas9 7 J1 a uewwy (5) 1 

2 3031 ROfFEYSPI»IEY(lU(aRtteron9 3 5 Santos S 

3 2« BUIES MAISC (7) (BF)MSel92 -GFaa*o«er(E)aV 

4 3302 32 CASTIE ASHBY JACK (U) PKouCngB 13 F Norton 6 0 

5 00021-1 HEVBi K4J LOVER |42) (CDl 1 tfe(hW E 13.DHo6»d 7 

6 610-314 SPARKLING EDGE (10) (CD) cDbjw 811. -DR McCabe G 

7 IW>55 UICY OF ARABIA (14) J SlWhan 810 SDlWi»3 

8 OW4J4 WMSMD|lfllD)ja<19r712 R Ratal (5) 4 

-8 declared - 

BETTWBlS- 2 Hover God Lover. 5-1 Roftoy SvfrnMY, 11-2 Bias Mo0e< 
MfUkcafe Song. 6-1 Castle Aftlty Jack SparMng Edge. 14-1 MBs KM, 
Lucy Q( Arabia 


OSPREY HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,025 
added 2m 

1 234 1U H*nAAraffl(CP)MBSBSanJB5 0iri3 SSaflden9 

2 Ull-301 PBDSKM (10) JPwcb 5 9 12 74 W^aw 3 

3 311-213 WOT1ASHAAIBLES (Uj (CD) m L M Hal 6 9 10 J) Heftand 2 

4 652-362 GUEST ALUAItCE PJJ (CD) G L Morre 595.Coorty Morris 7 

5 35045-1 mJNffilAIE(Ul(QQ0ten4 93 — ABnGmIS 

6 000-513 ENOCH WVADfflraiOC 0*^69 2 DR McCabe 4 

7 2563 04 aUl£DUS)fCD)P'Nto(yn7a9 Vf Ry»l 

8 22&03C COLERDGE (UJ (CO) J Keenan 98 9 AOarkBB 

9 0500-35 CHEZCATTiLAH (21) R NtousJ 6 7 10 J QuOnSB 

-Sdochred- 

8Enwa: 3-1 HaKaafeh, M WottaatanWe*. 5-1 first Altence, 11-2 
Petocta, 7-1 Uuaftnate, En0bh bander, 12-1 Steflott 14-1 Ctet C«a- 
Bn.ColarUDa 


5.00 


HAHRER UMriED STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3^00 added 7f 


2.50 


MERUN SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
(p(V R) £Z300 added lm 

1 206230 ROMAN REEL (130)(C) |D) 0 L Mure 6 3 UJI WdtMfftb 9 

2 0-40610 UVEPR0®CT»UtonfWnnS99 AHoftWll 

3 0-06325 OUt SHADES (USA) (14) (Q K hmry 7 9 2 £ Scafly 12 V 

4 002002 STA 11 S 11 CIAN (7) Aihn Ben> 58 13 jqtrtanUE 

5 002-300 GOLD LANCE (USAj (W ROSulvjn a 8 1Q.0 HmtmiG Q 

6 2C6OO-0 AWADEH (43) S Mefrv J 8 8 N Adams 4 V 

; 5QOOJ6 SKaiWE»lia6Pe9wa8& GCrifo8>erm3 

a 30000-6 GREY LEGEM) (44) R 4 8 8 ... _JHW|0an2B 


115065 Dra*V.T VAIE (1A> (CD) P BufeJ &? 8 .SWHMA3 

003534 LANCASMRE LEQBD (7) (Ufl 3 EXer 4 9 8 . — 3 My (3)1 
003-210 SHARP MP (37) (C D HF) R M FiNer 7 9 8_J4 Mgham 5 B 

OAS422 LE SPORT (8) (D) D Mchofts 4 9 8 low Wmds (7) 5 B 

0252-10 STS' M DBMS (35) (CU) M F-Gxta 4 9 5 .0 GrtfRUM (E) 2 

MWM-1 SWEErWUBJfiNATOCQ(mUjattfW0t*)4'55 

.DHarrim? 


0660-34 0«a Iran t2ft(D)BPB3>ce 36 3_ 
-7deelml- 


j>nitecaM4 


SEnw&U-aSwrtWttBietea, 4-1 1« Sport, 1« Step On Degas. 13-3 
LtataMro Legend. 8-1 Deep)' VWft, Strep hqk l*-l Our Koto 


Rugby Union 

3.0 unless stated 

nLKHBTON CUP <htortsMteelE Hvlequrts v 

Smears. 

COURAGE CLUBS CHAMPIOKSW National 
League One: Wasps v West HanfeaooJ Q.30) 
(81 Sudburf). National laeflae TWo: Cmrermy v 
Ru0W. 

SWALEC CUP Sewtrn round: Troorchy v Br«. 
eena 12.151. 

ANGUMNEL5H OMSMN TVKO COMPETmON 
Croup D- Bonytnaen v Rahemam (2-30). 
TOUR MATCH: Un»h Irish v Menoara (At® 
(2401. 


Hockey 


HA CUP Fifth round: Beenon v Readers aOl: 
Cannock v SlDutnrL n.30i: Cheunsiert v Can- 
terbury 112-30): High Wycombe v Teddfogton 
(1-301: IfwdSv GuUford i:U30);0W LougFtto- 
nensvHounsiowil40J;StAftansvHampm9ad 
4 Wtestmnsw l L30); SutMon v SaitnptB (2.0L 
ROVAL AL-FAISEL WOMQTS MRHAND Pre- 
mier: Akfodge v Pickwrcto Bedford v Retrains 
Haneen tiArterw Batoam L*ces«t: North Staih 
YChmsovi Rambfora. 

Basketball 

BUDWSSER LEAGUE: Chester v Derby rS.01: 
Leopards v Manchester (7 .0 r. Lundon v Thames 
Veftey i5.0): 5netfie« v Newcasde (640). 
NBLMmTi Ffre* DMUpie Bnwon v Were i«.0): 
Urerpool w Guddfort 13401; Wesnnlnjwrv Buty 
& Boton (3.0i. 

lea hockey 

SUPB&EAfiUE: Avrv BMmgsmke'. Manchester 
v Sheffield; Newcastle v BraometL 
PREMIER LEAGUE: CuHtort <• SMtnckut C0.OI. 
ftH8rt»rou0i vMert-av 15.301 :Stou0iv Teltard 
(640); fidUiuK v Wneron (7.0). 

NORTHERN PREMIER: Castleroagn v Mr (2.01: 
MurtBytafl v Paisley USJ7): Whrrely v CMrrfnes 
16-30). 

Other sports 

AJHLETIC& lAAFReeh indoor Tout final iHrm- 

fotfran). 

BADMWTON: Fnends Provident Grand Slam 
(Mansfield). 

SWMMWCc Bmwi Grand Pro meet (Leedsi. 


QUOTES OF 
THE WEEK 


■ People were sat in the 
same place not daring to 
move in case it affected any- 
thing. I couldn’t go to the toi- 
let David Lloyd, England’s 
cricket coach, on the victory 
over New Zealand in the 
third Test 

■.Apparently he was al- 
leged to feve been diving the 
wrong way.. In my opinion I 
must have been keeping goal 
the wrong way all the years i 
played because ( would have 
made a lot more saves if I had 
been diving the wrong way. 
Gordon Banks, expert wit- 
ness in the Bruce Grobbetaar 
match-fixing trial. 

■Are you Wilko in disguise? 
Leeds United fans taunt 
George Graham by recalling 
the Howard Wilkinson era dur- 
ing Wednesday’s 4-0 defeat 
at Liverpool. 

■ If England had cut loose 
earlier, I dread to think what 
the: record score might have 
been. Brian Ashton, Ire- 
land's coach, after England's 
46-6 win in the Rve Nations' 
Championship... 


RACING RESULTS 


HAYDOCK 

3JOO: L WE PROMS (C Uw**^v 7-2; 
2 . 5% Monty S-l; 3. Ptar Echo 8 - L 8 ran. 
15 (av JeikKwbu 6 . IN Tw»svra\-09Viw>. 
Tote: £3.60; CLIO, £1.70. £2.00. DF: 
£1X50. CSF: £29.57. TncaSC 034.26. 

240: X GENERAL WOLFE (RfXirMOoclyl 
7-2; 2. McGregor The TUrd 4-X' 3. DosSn 
CFEstraval 11-4 fox 7 ran. Nk. 16. fT forsttrt. 
TdtK £4.00: £24 0, £140. Dft. £5.40. CSF: 
£16.69. 

3.00: X ALLEGATION Uarrve Evamj 25- X 
ZKaitaK14-L-3.KIliffioni Of Shades 7-4 
fov. 9 ran. 10. T/i. (M Pipe). Tote: £27.50: 
£4.40. £2.50, £X30. DF: £106.30. CSF: 
£302-06. Trlcwc £858.79. Tito: £15X90. 

3-30: X EUTMPE (R Ojrwnody) 11-10 )t 
fine 2. Simply Dashing u-10 ji lav; 3. 
Gerettrson 10 - X 5 ran. 2'h. flat (M Pipe. 
VMkrt 0 oni. Tote; £2.10: £L20. CL30. DF: 
£1.40. CSF: E2.AX 

4.00: X BIG STRAND (ton* Evarsl 
11-2: X Barton Ward U-4 1 w. 3. Sefcrtan 

10- X 13 ran l 1 /.. a iM Fkpei. ToUs £540. 
£2.40. £X70. £3.90. DF: £5.40. CSF: 
£15.92. Trlcasc £14045. Tno: £88.80. 

440: X LORD RBJC lAffir R Fort) 9- 4 fay; 
2 . Comfy Tarragon 7 2 ; 3. Gten Oak 33-x 
U ran 6. 13. [S Broohsiraw). Tola: £2.90: 
£X30. £1-60. £440. DF: £7.10. CSF: 
£9.56. Too: £37.10. 

5.00: X BREAK THE RULES iG Sugptel 
5-X a Royal Scimitar 118 fav; 3 . Mu- 
iWMfc 6 - X 10 ran IV*. 2 ! /z. iM Pipe). 
Tote: £440: £X10. £140. £3.10. DF: £440. 
CSF: £1243. Tno; £9.60. 

Jackpot £53.466.00. 

Ptacepob £36.10. Quadpob £ 6 . 00 . 

Plaea & £48.75. Place 5: £1243. 

KEMPTON 

aao: X ROYMHNO (A Iwdrao 5-2: X 
Award 6-4 far. 3 . Ready Money Creek 7-2. 
12 ran */., 7. <F Dtjumen). Tots: £3.40: 
£X70, £X30. £XflO. DF: £4.10. CSF: 
£6.44. Tito; £3.50. 

X THE JOGGER (Mr J Ttaart) 9-2; 
X Mtsfione 150- X X Pocra Wood ll-X 
6 ran 2-5 fov Teawamer i4tfi». 13, 14. (C 
Tnan). Sherborne), lots: £3.40; LXTfl. 
£10.40. DF: £89.60. CSF: £255.55. 

S-lDrXBBRUDENOrTO U QStOTKJ 13-1 
X Oban 6 -L 3. AantaXf 9-2. B ran 6-4 
lav Pleasure SMared Kel). T. (0 Sheiwocd. 
Upper Lanbouml. two: £5.40; £2.80. 
£X30. DF: £8.10. CSF: £36.15. 

3^0: X WADE ROAD U CUtoM 15-8; X 
KaUun 11-10 fev; 3. Tree Creeper 12-X 
10 ran. X 4. (MIfia H Knisnj. Tetsj £2.40; 
£1-10, £X40. £1.60. DF) £2,20. CSF: 
£3.90. Trto: £4.40. 

XGENERAL PSRSHMS (A M«jM) 

11- 10; 2. lacHandara B-U fav. 2 ran 4. 
(D NttKton). Tote: £1.70. NR: fi«? To Sev- 
en. 

. 4.40: X LESSONS LASS U OabMtcl 

100-30: 2. Hk9i Grade 10-x 3. Royri Pfaer 
10-X S ran. 5-2 fav Him 0 Three ifthl. Vh. 
4. ftfldy Heries, UBehafflBton). Tola: £3. 40: 
£XB0, £2.10, £X60. DF; £23.00. CSF: 
£33.80. Tneasc £279.83. Tno: £69.60. NFC 
Wrn-UMk-Arfo, 

Ptacepcte £74 JO. Qnadpot: £17.60. 

Piece ft £296.53. Race £ £26335. 


SOUTHWELL 

2-20: X WEEHEBY (G Trame,) 6 -X X 
Record Lnmr 16-1; 3. Gorton 20 - X 10 ran 
7-2 Jt tas Pam«rg Miraae. Snowy Petret )4 tm. 

2'/.-. X (M B-msctoutfu. TOta: £6.4* £130, 
£4.50. £2.70. OF: £8830. CSF: £74.49. Tn- 
carc £X514^X Tno: £130.00: £40.29 rar- 
rted forward to Kempton 4.40 today. 

3L50: X AS DU TREFLE (A P AteCoy) 1-2 « 
fart 2 , Peart's Choice 12-X 3. Peart Epee £ 
16-L 9 ran 8 , rftsL IM PlDe). Tote: £1.40: 
£1-30, £L80. £2.20. DF: £6.00. CSF: 
£6.90. TrtK £16.00. 

3120: X FATHER SKY U A McCartnvl 
100-30; 2 . Young Mbwr 20-1: 3. ChSdhay 
Ctwcoteta 6-1 . 6 ran 5-2 fav Mugm Beech. 

5. IV- (0 Sherwood l. Tote: £3.70; £2 JO. 
£520. DF: £2830. CSF: £40.2X 

3^0: X MR STRONG GALE (R Johnson) 

11-4 fav-, X Unton Rocks 4-1: 3. Kadari 
14-x 11 ran X 1 V^ (PMcnofts).Tota: £3X0: 
£2.20, £2- 90. £3.90. DF: £530. CSF: 
£1337. Tricast £122.05. Tno: £16.30. 

430: X OTTO E MEZZO (V Smnhi 9-1; 

2. Pinkerton's Pal 13-3: 3- CarSde Ban- 
tflto's 6-5 fav. 8 ran 2V&. 13. iM Polglasei. 

Tote £10.50: £1.40. £X1C>. U.2C>. DF. 
£10.70. CSS I2X6L Trio: £430 NH- Karfou. 
RffiAOfwnon 

4S0: X TODU. JOY (J RMCwti 2-1 fav; X 
BeecMIeU Flyer 9- 1:3. Smolensk 9- 4 . 13 
ran. 7. 15. (C Marml. Tote: £3.50: U. 70. 
£2-50. £130. DF: £1630. CSF-. £193X («: 
Liam's Loss. Too: £3.60. 

PJacepot £174.40. Quadpot £4.90. 

Place ft £33 JK. Place 5: £7.01. 

WOWERHAMPTON 

X55: X JULY BEVELED (D Dendyl 1Q-L; 

Z Nukud 6 -X X BaSet De Cour 33 . u 
ml 11-4 lav Ffocessuns Over mini i-,.. 
(Ronald Thompson l. Tota: £9.60; £ 2 . 00 . U. 
£JL 70, £930. DF: £2330. CSF: £65.51. Th- 
cast £XaB32. Tncc HU6J0: £130.83 »- 
ned forward IQ KemMon J.JO today 

Z25: X GOLD UNOIG U FoMe) 3 -1 ^ fav; 

X FlagatalT 6-X 3. Rfaig The Chief 3-1 it 
fav. 11 ran 17.. 5. tENaon). Tote; £4.00; 
£X90. £3.10. £1.70. DF: £12.00. CSF: 
£193X Trtcasc £5535. Tno: £28.40. 

23SSX STATE OF COLD (MTetaufl 7-X 
X ta-ta 4-1: X Skelton Sovereign 10.1 
ID ran 8-11 (av Head Gardener. 2 . %- u u 
HahKWni. Tota: £ 12 . 60 ; £3.1£i. £3.10 
£230. DF: £15.60. CSF: £34.48. Tirol 
£3230. 

3JS X IN THE MONEY ID Grfftinw 6 - 1 ; 

Z AmbUaxtraus 4-i ; 3 . Ctasolc Account 
25-Xll*an 2-1 1» Northern Mono v, 1 + 
(RHcK&BhMdl. Tote: £6.10; £2.70. £l.ed! 


£3.00. DP. £9.60. CSF: £2336. Tneasc 
£565.78. Tna £6&30- NR; Artec Flyer. 



hd. iG L Mddre). TetK £9.70; £ 2 ^>a, 

£2.60. DP £39.30. CSF: £61.91 wcare 
£20154. Tna £3230. 

4.26: X DIAMOND EYRE (R u™,, 
11-4; Z Julia's Relative 5-t 3. Fast Spta 
6-4 fav. 9 ran 2V:. 3‘AI (J L Eyre). Tota 
£430; £150. £2.10. a.7t>. DF: £ 16.10 
CSF: £1335. Tna: £45.90. 

4J55; X NEEDLE MATCH M Ryan) 2 s. j. 
Z Sir Tasker 6 - 1 : 3. Bald Fronber 7-4 rav' 
is ran 1*. hd. u 1 Qtwn. T«k cse.oo 
£13.10, £2,90, £180. DF; £57.90. CSf! 
£210.58. TncasU £499.98. Trro; £285.00- 
£321.15 tfl to Kemcttiti 4.40 UXBv. 
Ptacapot £215.50. Quadpot £l 8 ,ei 
Race 6 : £384 02. Place Ss £SOJZi. 
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GREG WOOD 

One of the great attractions of 
racing is that h takes place 12 
months a year, so there is ahv^s 
something to look forward to, 
and today’s cards at Kemp ton 
and Haydock offer a reminder 
that even on that awful Friday 
morning in March when you r&- 
alise that there are 362 days to 
go to the next Cheltenham Fes- 
tival, the compensation is. that 
the G rand National meeting at 
Aintree is much closer to band. 

Since it is barely a fortnight 
until the festivities begin in the 
Cotswolds, today’s meetings 
are the last stopping-off point 
for prospective champions. For 
-those whose ambitions lie in 
Liverpool, however, this is the 
ideal moment to bringa runner 
that much doser to peak fitness, 
and since hoses which' go to 
Aintree as an afterthought to 
Cheftenhamtend to disappoint, 

today’s action is worth com- 
mitting to long-term memory. 

Six runners quoted at 25-1 or 
less for the Grand National by 


William H31 win be on the 
track today, inclu ding both of 
the. firm’s 12rl joint second- 
fevouxiies, Encore Un P£u and 
Lo Stregone, though sadly for 
ante-post p o ol e rs, they are not 
in opposition. Encore Un Fteu, 
the runner-op to Ro ug h Quest 
at Aintree fos r spswo n. malmg hk 
seasonal debut in the Racing 
Post Chase at Kempton, while 
Lo Stregone, a last-minute ab- 
sentee when strongly for 

’ ^ attempts to 
-*s victory m the 
Gre en alis Grand National Tri- 
al at Haydock. 


' It is the latter contest, with 
£80,000 in added prize-money, 
which must be -viewed as the 
event of the day, and since Lo 
Stregone is running off the 
same handicap mark as he did 
when bearing Tartan Tyrant by 
five lengths & months ago, it is 
little surprise to find him 
favourite this morning at 
around 2-jL The ground tools 
almost as soft as it was last year, 
but one difference which may. 
find Lo Snegoas out is the over- 
all quality of his opponents. 

Though last year’s field was 
. b^hwashardty vintage. Tbday, 



though, there is a mixture of po- 
tential and proven high-class 
performers, such as CouWni Be 
Better, Belmont Krug and Suny 
Bay, in opposition, and one of 
them should be able to exploit 
the favourite's famous lack of 
a turn of foot. 

After his brave win under top 
weight in a very competitive 
.Thyestes Chase m Ireland last 
time, Couldm Be Better must 
be respected, but it is Belmont 
King (2.45) who appeals as the 
value. Phol Nkholls’s chaser was 
outclassed behind Danoli and 
Jodanri at Leopardstown three 
weeks ago, but his earlier win 
in the Rehearsal Chase at 
Chepstow indicated that to- 
day’s trip and going should 
bimg out the best in mm 

The previous race at Haydock 
sees the latest oaring for Juyush, 

‘ who has done little wrong in - 
three runs over hurdles, but is 
far from the serious Champion 
Hurdle contender which ante- 
post odds mgily. Backers should 
exploit the hype which sur- 

f ranykhim itnH fafcy the- 

to back MXSnNGUEIT (nap 
2.15). Though only fourth to 


Make A Stand in (he Ibte Gold 
Trophy, Nigel Twiston-Davies’s 
mare was unable to dominate 
there, and should benefit from 
a return to front-nmning today. 

Only a cynic would suggest 
that David Nicholson’s ifedaon 
to run three horees in the Rac- 
ing Post Chase owes anything to 
his employment as a columnist 
with the sponsors, Inn his jot- 
tings will certainly merit atten- 
tion todagsmre his trio oca^ 

betting. Call It A Day, the cho- 
sen mount of Adrian Maguire, 
is the obvious pick, but it is an- 
other of Nicboils’s runners. See 
More Business (4 JO) that they 
all have to beat. 

Though sun a novice. See 
More Business bas shown 
enough in defeats by Dorans 
Pride this year to imply that, 
even off seoaod-top weight, this 
is within his reach. Law! Afar 
(3.00) and the rather omioons- 
ly-oamed Grief (335) must also 
go well, while Arctic Ktemnn 
(£25), despite a recenr mishap, 
stffi meric a pemty or two of sup- 
port against the former cham- 
pion two-nrikn; Viking Flagship- 


may now 
face 
inquiry 


GREG WOOD 


High price for Bounce 


Backboard Bounce is a top- 
priced 10-1 with William HiD 
and Ladbrokes - Coral go 7-1 
; ~ in the Greeualls National Trial 
Handicap Chase at Haydock 


$ 


(2.45), while Percy Smollett is 
6-1 with W illiam Hill and the 
Ibte- Ccnal go 9-2-in the Rac- 
ing Post Handicap Chase at 
Kempton (4.10). Ian Davis* 
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Hon* (TramecVwwaitl 

Coito 

WBmH U 
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Lo Stratew (T TatattOtoOb) 

2-1 

2-1 

7-4 

9-4 

Sow Bmr (C Braoka/lCstSib) 

100-30 

10030 

4-1 

7-2 

II Couttat Be Battar (C BrooW/1 IstlOBa 5-1 

M 

*2 

4-1 

II Bgtopm Wag (P techeflsnOaSM 

11-2 

11-2 

• 5-1 

13-2 

(1 touMnaRi Boanoa (G RfeteidtoirktflM 7.1 

10-1 

10-1 

8-1 

li MaTto ited Oto M tovMwnrwrv 

_ 10-1 

9-1 ' 

9-1 

- 8-1 

II St IMn Raliam (D MtouteonUDat) 10-1 

9-1 

10-1 

9-1 

11 Awo AiaoD (U CBmacixVIOcTIbl 

doubtful 

d&itafid 

dounhd 

doubtful 

[[ EBetH»v a quuor the uAKplaom 1,2 . • |j 



II Mono (torafrteit] - 

total . 

MflOfareW Imtoefcaa 

Dria 

ll CaaMADreiDMbMiinnriltolM 

DA 

9-4 

' 9-4 

5-2 

grere Linre Onreho^te jP N 

11-4 

3-1 

• . 9-4 

Percy SmoBott (D WcftoteorvOlstltH^ 9-2 

6-1 

5-1 

54 

Ktaff Hicfter (D l*choiS«*VlC>«7»jJ 

_ 1SJ 

6-1 

' 11-2 

9-1 - 

Encore Un Pan <M PltWl1«a»i1 

_ Til 

13-2 

6-1 

51 

MudoMni [Mrs J Pttman/10st2ti) 

11-1 

11-1 

1U 

11-1 

DarbaDon [Simon HarttollsGtW 

14-3. 

10-1 

10-1 

12-1 

Sfetoo Alitor (G HutenVllstllJl 

25-X 

2S-1 

33-1 

33-1 

Forte Son iG BaMradlftaOW 


40-1 

JH. 

. 50-Jl. 

|| a ®teertetxto totes 1.4 3 || 


Hill the warm 
order for 
Cheltenham 

Goome HDl was in demand with 
punters for the ciw»h«»niiam 
Gold Cup yesterday following 
his victory in the Jim Ford 
Chase ai Wmcanton on Thurs- 
day. Walter Dennis’s gelding, 
who beat Ungraded Missile by 
a length and a quarter, is now 
6-1 joint-third favourite for the 
Cheltenham race with Lad- 
brokes, fitlm 7-1. The same firm 
have lengthened the prices of 
Danoli, out to 6-1 from 11-2, 
and Dublin Flyer (9-1 from 
&- 1 ). 

Given his style of raring, - 
connections win surely make 
certain that the race is a true 
test of stamina,” Ian WasseO, 
Ladbrokes spokesman, said. 
”11181 will further stretch un- 
proven stayers such as One 
Man, Addington Boy and even 
Danoli.” 


i QotdCu* (13 MarcftJ 
: 7-2 Imports! Call, 5-1 Docm 
PmJe, 6-1 DmoG ((tom 11-2). Cooma HUI 
(ton 7-1], 6-1 Dubdn Rpr. 10-1 One Man, 
12-1 Tha say Monti. 14-1 Mc£ nfiton Boy 
(ton 12-1). Mr Mu#sm. 18-1 Cyborg*, 
20-1 Bar<o, Ungubed tfesia. Hatvtus) Lad, 
25-lottten. 


HAYDOCK ’ 

US: K08SKL, who beat Soldat a 
neck over 2mll0vds at Keko on 
good ground, waot bsaot be 
bofliexedby d aaacftersuiface and 
aiabiylaa&appe/L Jackson JPUik 
may pose most problems. 

□□□ - 

lA5c THE GREY MONK, travelli^ 
strtmris when fallmg six om in the 
Grade One Hennessy Cognac Gold 
Cup Chase over 3m at Leoparf- 
stown on good gro und, has an eas- 
ier task here ami is unlikely to be 
menriv e ri «ieBit Vji» i mam >n this 
shorter try. Coo mwii* mig ht be 

th. Hnng w 

□□Q ' • - .. 

2JSz MtSnNGUEIT, far from 
disgraoed in finishing ]0 i«igtht 
fourth to Make A Stand in the Tbte 
Gold Uopby Handicap Hurdle 
over 2mlipyds an good to soft 
at Newbury, can bcrance 
tofocn. Moorish is the threat. 

□ QQ 

Z4S: SUNY BAY, who broke a 
blood vefflcl at Kempton in No- 
vember, .remains an exciting 
prospect aod might be worth dtanc- 
mg. Lo Stwgowt, last year’s 1 winner, 
wffl be a fbnmdable c^jponenL 

KEMPTON 

3.00: With Greenback, Stately 
Hone (who is chasing his 10th suc- 
cess of the season) and Land Afor 
all suited by really fan ground, 
AROUND THE GALE looks the 
best option to beat Grinds. The se- 



lection won with an enormous 
amount m band at Bangor tot time. 

□□□ 

335: The proven performers here 
arq Kenan and Smsmcr Sped, bnt 
they must concede 41b to CHIEF, 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
. NAP: Anna SoM 
(Doncaster 3 l 44) 
NB: Encore Un Pau 
(Kempton 4 JD) 


who made an eye-catching debut 
when second to Shadow Leader, a 
winner again since, at RAestooe. 
□QQ 

AI6: KING LUCIFER put up a sol- 
id p rifri m Mi inr when third to Gen- 
eral Command in die competitive 
Gram Ybdshiie Handicap Chase. 
He may have most to fear ham the 
nseftj] novice See More Business. 

□QQ 

440: OCEAN HAWK faces a tough 
task at the weights, but is soiled by 
the track and his rivals are out of 
form or out of the handicap. 


The final mutterings emerged 
yesterday in the case of foe Hay- 
dock jockeys’ strike, or rather, 
the strike that officially never 
took place. 

A Jockey Club inquiry de- 
rided late on Thursday mj 
that the 21 riders who apgar- 
eatly refused to leave the weqjb- 
ing room at Haydock on 16 
October were in feci simply un- 
aware that they had been re- 
quested to do so. 

One of their number. Dean 
McKecnro, re-emphasised the 
point yesterday, while also 
standing tip for the racecourse 
nffiriak involved in the confri- 
sion, who may now fece censure 
by the same Disripfinaiy Com- 
mittee which decided that the 
jockeys were not to blame for 
the incident. 

“The jockeys felt sorry for 
Paul Barton] the stewards* sec- 
retary and a former jockey him- 
self], McKeown said. *Tte was 

nmnmgamnndtiyingmgetthe 

opinions of 51 jockeys in the 
weighing room, owners and 
tramere and trying to deal with 

everybody else wanting to know 
wbal was going on- Everything 
happened so qnkkly that there 
was total confusion. We accept 
that nobody was guilty of any- 
thing. Paul Barton was put un- 
der unfair pressure. 

“We didn’t strike. That may 
be what people like Mick East- 
erly think but it was a break- 
down mcomnmnica dons and it 
was taken out of our hands. 

*AHwt want to see in future 
is a procedure that ensures 
everyone is able to express 
their view so that nothing like 
this every happens again.” 

. Haydock s cleric of the 
course, meanwhile, expressed 
his annoyance that the Jockey 
Gob’s finding that the course 
was fit for racing bad been 
overlooked. “I think that was a 
fundamental issue and it’s pa- 
thetic that it didn’t seem to be 
taken into account,” FhiEp Ark- 
wright said. “Apart from that I 
have no comment What hap- 
pened to the jockeys is nothing 
to do with me.” 
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11.45 


115 Rnssel - ‘ 
1X5 The Grey Monk 
2-15 Mfetinguett 
2^45 Suny Bay 


HYPERION . 

■ X20 Absolutfy Equframe 

3w50 ColfoatB 

4^5 Wise Gunner 


BLACK DEATH VODKA HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £20000 added 2m 4f 


ui-MF tnocrteNtm«s)VfeMiriM)eacMkauo 

F33W3 (MO£aNE»0(Qnaa4FUEriWlt«1Jfin0nU]2118 
a- C00MowM(««)npmSMriuy)TiiawiiU6 
111-123 

1MP40 mW{ZllCD)0APtoeUaMP|lBUU4 


GOING: Good. 

■ LdUnnd rowst-wiih trapesing drop tcnccs and »»4h tlm taSeagt. 

B Course Is near junction of A5S0 and M6. Neman stslkm 2m. AlMCSSjON: Comjr 
tond S 1 7; TaUcraafls S10; Neman Stand i5 (GAPS bsKiifice In TaUmmlli and Neman 
SundJ. CAR PAKK: p tee. 


1RW2 SMWBMJOHrpLT] |CD|(9rJnrBMa>gosvjona 
12ffB4 ■» TRUTH PH 0*1 EttalB»0S 6c*ng9 1QQ 

Mahun mBC lfltt Vie anftqp aapirft TMh 9m ZUi. 
gfTilfclMltoaarMBah.iPOMI«i|iiW.HCBes 
iMklhATre 

IMfc Hook 8 11 10 ? Cmwy M U H Jotreo* 2 m 



RRH«K 

LO SUME fauna total IV RE jmrt «n into- Qwto Sinn ml, ttpter. *• a* ta m* rate 
it n Nnuee fcr tfc to in done wl on betb m town, mat red to Com M to ms 

Vwnmasmdi&SBmTDwainamhiaMtu-tiiaiaKelBmdilBnnlJanpvsatairiaw 
ad !*«* gam if t rare mm ojl Hb neats the up m cont«Savto*fo k bomd to mtoa 
strong ahoatagasuringtebowr Ns B0UWs*eriL(fotnBa tartan Mood mart on hit Uomotarnsii- 
paaorre N XanrtfL Son; Bw. vtoa nw ma pRakUhr ttt iadt <9 a Men h*. Swri m le a 
lai itR «R fwwartrit uai nn mdTtNwr of h«W>m dams *ciMcnsa«Wi time OTp tom- 

CniM la Radar, MaeMonR Gold Oared and ituncem toner of OvTijasieiChNa at Gom 
PMk. U iwilcaiaadto Na baa. n NaNaa Mamr neads taameN aMd B dav ha tot tan but of 
mNBi non appad dan dO»r lots Um Had or Boddoarf Samoa Ssfacte: Ifl STREBOC 


, 10 -llNeiaBaN, 


USA 




Ml 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH XUNNBXS: fi Metarda— 32 wfanna &tan J06 ntfr 
MBiliimaMeemrattoafSD^HndilMiDil] lewJ stake of 17S6: 14 Pipe — 28 
winners, 128 runners, 2J^%, -itefil; N TofNaaOmlaa — 16 vdonern, 6S tttaoaa, 
ar.ATb, +518.48: *J WtaGerald— 14 vbniB, B3 numaa, 2A4W, +512.18. 
BL8A0WS JOC*KTS:RDnwoo«lf— iiwtruw#, 75 rides. 29 l 3%, -51 3.82: If Dwyer 
— 17 vtsMO, 100 rides. 16.6%, -5HJ.OO; C Uewritya — 12 wfnnos, 48 rides, 88%, 
+518A3: D Bridgwater — 11 winners 44 rides, 25%, +53L88. 

BUNKERED HBST TOfB: lorn Tto »«ea (3U0J. 

WINNERS IN TUB XAST SEVEN DAPS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE BONNERS: KtagsToM Pet (2.15] has bam sent 212 nries hr M&p«s 
Iran Epsom, Sumy. Fwrt Raawa (1.1S), Tereo (IA6), Trask dm (2.1S) A Whe- 
Rwner 1 4^5) sertt 209 mflea by M Rpe tnun Ntehotohq’ne, Dwoa. 


SMMSH UGHT. lasuen hern Vsee tm. He repfo Iwwon jpodgani, bat he Mil ba aortfuM- 
tagare «Kt 0 «t became ne dapad a luriow tut One at HcanfeR backtabs bast e«eo fhamsfr- 
n*l atoad tyCBObmNNr saersfeR to aata ril to «■» NeSkW *the Wh M« theHmeaw 
Cop«c GcU Q* a leopSHhami 20 dqMp, tmeaoon ndmBBvoaai(nin+)mr<id gtt W thane* 
tops Ni Grid Cw cMui^latS oa badtHe ka nMnadrMxrjuiVBrmdHfemi tefeano (he mm 
m«uKddtRatBR6tasaiodt«iateakbeEamababcnanlv<k t >B0(MmmditieAnDHe' 
ond in to Hammy ddrNfe toeffag B be taMdns had td al akh tar teas to eoita m®* dHj 
ANUK hNa2Sb dteanoa hufeka b*» of cnirbribrRrda fcaaarWenad Oaomaara Jared 
iwraettvheamrtrgatWmmnlSnaaaNpbirataunbato fndonkf. Ha bat been laeM nthe 
pagmdcnfdsi ml hash, id* l *W r8 a<aagp«0fy rmb sat ate pupa aourtyandTamo could 
mrie a bold bBiMhe stint noutEft. SaNdkcSnMSHUSHT 


SPORTMG UFE MADEN HURDLE (CLASS D) £3^50 added 
2m 6f Penalty Value £3455 
25-32 MS0LUnyBPNMEP9}(FJasnbU)«UHesBihaB61ir. 

If® R«MRrBM«MPJJonMPJan8i7n7 GIRBa 

OP MmECRS((7Dq(pbMRftWaeaU0jNsmiM17. 

3/ DOCSBOfW*C9©JWtaSOShenwdT117 



L*U 


rTTcl SCHUIZ VICTOR LUDOROM LMTHI HANDICAP 
HURPLE (CLASS Cj £ZJDOO added 4YQ 2m 


SIRETIDN LEISURE SafCT HURDLE (OASS B) 

| OSfiOO added 2m 

1 0151-60 7R*OBHBB{3^FDtfl«S»H*BPabwVXIIIf)pe51112 CF1 

2 142114 «BaNUOT(10|a4UMIh^NlMnn{Ma(5117 C 

3 111 JOTU8H0SJI]<nmQVESbsQJOU5114 10 

4 lflMJ KPtasnLO PET jSS] (D)fiOStdlh0bBBN , GEf8atllHenei8114 D5 

5 3P03-00 nSMI{(4in(fovaBBn«NHtfltocnail4 IRK* 

6 1-35460 WKMNriMR(7)|28(fobatflapriUKnnnnd5114 R( 


7 3VBM2 


OOM FOItr (H»tBJ(ffl) (11) M (Pond HwseftaSMfTK 1110. CFfoM 

413211 R0Sfia(W*)C3a)m(AtoWMMBP»werilll0 

521331 J*JB0NP4H(C281CTK«SW*^T&5tf«iyU4 Ato*r 

242P1 0U3BK NftHBt (14) (01 (GAP Bafcartaofce EnpieatTg) JJ0TWI 1011 Ato*e 

10 SHUGMPNJCOJWKNJafcNOShanaoodlOXl JOWcna 

Ml NDMt«M«SLE[235»0fo»HaBMPBBneriri»*sM«Mk)rlOll--P>fcaa 

0493 dB3HesONCW)(B7)lliilvSawnRacinga<|MHarrDtridl07. RSdriRr 

-7dacMad- 

RB1WG: 3-1 ftat Bamaa, 7^ Ska Cm. 4-1 Boaaal, 1M Mo Non Hmal% M fitoa febR 7-1 

Jmtm Pmfc,HHW«adtoa 

39W: Ifcrehwt U 4 R Gaaany 7-1 (M Hammond) 8 on 

. - FORM HU£ 

atu «U « ffeig O appwan te b tin 

«assaas=^ 

sJSSJE Srifo tma mri flBU N MMIU84 abdt»teb«.cn«RtaP«r»fctv 
TJ^.' mrSTat At •****# mlKBa Hapjmpr^ m>: tin, gnUn am ate 

anrtaiariidimienrfmttOltB^riBW^Aytw^tfgiwwNCtwWS mftRltMq rbitl iBOBa- 

mem ritert* srtortalfe Udcesw 

tom n Ponce pramW wa nothn* apectf butiham » no 

s MiURtU MS aid he can do better Wc leaner wntJacbma f*k 

mgwd M pgtfBisa sri Much mien tnegow awe ri- ■ T ” cnoi aajaw 


(7) 08 Vdtan FtoaaxU Ml 
-71 

MJRRkM IRNAMI 


>7110. 


1 
2 
•3 

4 

5 

6 
. 7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
ia 

13 

14 TW5taCUICXV(DJ EqUhe S«>pie* HDN1WtsrvOsA» 7117 

15 30626 UNE1WKaB(lfl(>teCfcBSB*M0Md«iBin5112 

15 03 IROVISICtelte(WVftUBESRDMNHBndBmv611 

BEUBIfcll^ Naa lN» IU* irea . 5Aflwa>aac«;»gSkB<»3S6 TW iaa l a.9.1.1m>-nmaaa«. 
ltuteart 1M Dow to. ™»TN*t«*r, W-t BotoyMco^ Saomy SmOo^ IB-1 FbyMta 
CaaNr, Stanmi, 201 aOma 

6 117 ? WUnaffHt 7-2 (R Ua» 19 BB 


0 raQTEC0U0r(U)(MsJDhnlkeBriJJ07ial6ll7. 

0662 SmWBWRMm<R>bataStoGachKkB117 
Munoo m JnlnWttabBO Pltobar7 11 7. 
u awneoWM«n»onfl»rFBrem»u<jjONBi7ii7. 

0842 S«BOBCMU»nSitB0Wl«taDm5117 

PO StNBamntStpQ)(IbBlMbunltadnKScdB41RWbo(tttm5117 1 

STDRNT SESSION (16 (thaataphar tftjeodfl NTMOanGaus 7 11 7, 

06 «*fl8IO(ai9taUMVBpeaMRM«mBU7 JJl 

2- SRSWF«7S}(450iH«SBnlm»»7ll7. 



BEnetBS-i 

w 

39Mb teabr 6 11 7 A MaB** « K Effort 7 Ml 


;9-lToncBara,12-ll 


junm baa bean sued b ton a kt in a rirrttkns and u» bera tar Dm bwfl) toe In 33 d^sJte mb 
nat bought ebaa# a njOOQgm 1*4 the rigo on that ha k gome b meM a uatAi iuriar, a WO. and 
has Mdone tnuri wr to fir n Onwg at Ntoan «*ct Ttoasor and StodnmJta mads a mtoka 
«KthBtoe>R0CsSand>m.but]unpswa>toBBaain cmga»aeiaa4fcUW!iimtiiBllPctok,a>- 
thoqff to came bachohefitow second to Steve TomadbaOwso*' WSau%-The Mfnfetfxrt- 
cr tRi Ml nat boom Woonlt, but i«mr tao tac0i oees batde a vmb uR pm tha pmsaua an. Ha toes 
a |dm 1 bridand reeds bckfeR I*, bixhtoa |Md ubi cl ta. totk0«tl, torii B llto A Send hi Be 
The Gold ItwbyalllaNbisybatfena, is toadrvanaRlutBar and aha ocas OOuMwotasL Ibis uaa 
die scans of her jbnaqrdafaat of Oato Strand flmaey (Ttatfa Ham ejgto) and rie tria tbs adier Np 
dajwomnta^iltoaakisJtiajbituP'MsriasIfiwha^odm*. SaNdkmAmSi 



BOJXHARM RENAULT NOVICE CHASE (CLASS Q £8JS00 
added 2m Penalty Vriue £4*486 

0-21111 au*ttp7)OTlSwifMtt(MPannedtoCVtoi6lll2 
6UWJ3 KntBNSnRXT0R{7lSaV4dQPt)to>Br7 115 


(oTel GRB9NUULS GRAND NAnONALTRULHAMNCAP- 
CHASE (CLASSY (Graded £80000 3kn4fUpyds 


1 3PP.aU COIUHTKMnBI(M)E9tSABWSDMCtoxmi0Xl3O. 

2 121433 lOSnOOMEOmroiWBtolBCkteTTtoUlOS 

3 1B1S1-! SUN BNP MfttobdsBbodMddCBeola 8 10 8 

4 212630 totOiMStWpDePtoWUCbntooSlO? 

5 21RWP BBJnMneKpOiO*sBeaBondPMcmR9106 

6 2SMO- BUCKBONVBOUCEtoNpbtotOetoSiacbaRtiUlOS 

7. OFD-114 M0TKBSDN6)mtltotollBUtaalRrl310a 
8 1151-35 STimONRNRMffMIScMton^BbBtMDNdtoOoSlOO 

Mtahm mttfc 10K. Ito todtae toEW *» Tbe tod at 9H i Mriba flatov tot 76. 
BETiMfcpa ustreNM, 7-2 toto, 41 CBtoSitoto,iwa*mi tog, 8-1 bo dm 
R aA M St IMto Mum. 104 BacMaart BnmOT 
299ft ID ssaem JO 10 0 C FSWn 7-2 (Tttri 11 «T 



3 PXJP0.2 TR4NK«l0lR(llHtoCMPesccicigTeBa97U5 PCatomy 

4 06PRS2 HEUHRRDS ROf (ft (LA Uorerd D McCain T 11 5 OtotoB 

-4todbmd- 

BEnDIG: 4-7 Oatota, 7-4 lto« (aatnolec 1M. Rntok BnoHS, 20-1 Haatb)«da Bogr 
199ft Spanish Utfs 7 11 12 M Dnjar 11-10 (G ftctanS) 4 or 

ra-QCl WtWN STANDARD NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
■' 1 £1J50 added 2ro Peoalty Value £L5S7 


MCaCFB(torrprkftcht«biBHIWE(5117 

0 BUCna9(»(JafnMbu)tAJMto»5ll7 

0 «BM0IMi(lftlBftn«v|Mlto0erBll7- 
MMB CNR SSUt (R F NtoW 0 tonBon 6 11 7. 
POUnCM. PtMBt OP J SHOD W Jsnfes 6 11 7. 

4 PORnUNqS)0>ltoar|BNtoMi51l7 

E M£ (A Semao s BnoMa* 6 11 7 


JUrAtSMIi (7) 
Dferiip] 


4 unwoP (U} (Bnsl tatrn PBinetoN G Sdank 6 11 2 
DOSWBHOM R SB* (TBM) B tostrua 4 10 11 
aURKBr fXRBn B0B)> Pirbiatov ISO D McCrin 4 10 11. 

(AST ACtBM toaQMB BBWejJ J Nn» 4 10 6. 

5 MSE BMBt (IB) (kn EnW U PtotlO G_ 

Bemva7-4IBtoCr«rt Star. 7-a to ll It mc; »atoMa a. Sd J k dfc ltol6*l 

12-ium MMa, 14-1 PDHoal Pams, 20-1 atom 

IBM: dtol Miusal 4 10 B E C*a&m 3-1 (I FBCeoto) 19 no 
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Kinane goes 
for Victory role 

Michael Kinane attempts to 
win a second consecutive Hong 
Kong Derby, and a third in all, 
at Sira Tin tomorrow. He rates 
the David Oughlon-trained Vic- 
tory Star, better known in 
Britain' under the name of Mg- 
site, who was twice awinner for 
William Haggas last season. 

Richard Quinn rides Citflucfc 
another leadi ng fancy. 

¥TBEEVDEFEIVPENT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 



• : HYPERION 

2JJ0 Swift Riposte ZAO Meter THck ilD Shanavoglt 
a45 Buyers Dream 400 Here Comas Herbie 450 Cry 
Baby 5JO Far Hand 


OjftM M amnaui (i^(a)Lime>7ii2 

iWPSW M«BmASmMtl«btoU1toriay81im. 

0S*6F4 SDnm0NE(199PChK9iatfl71O6 

mew HosrnncitiiBetoisios. 


totoB 


-AS J 


SCOTMD HAMXCAP HURDLE (CLASS Q£4jD00 
added 2m 4f 


6UFGP DBBUWraL»VThDBpBn9»5_ 
OOOBP saiXMBBraVBC(U)Eaotr7103. 
0QP4F4 UC7K(10}«ABN»Mto 7 10 3 


JkN 


46P0SP Haw oemranJ gmu b ioo. 


»F*M» 

JSBq 


GOING; Good (Good to Soft tn places^ 

H RlghUmnd onai cnorae wHhU^tt tnme. , , 

■ Course feBm E offiMnr^iooAl. BnjMfttn Ekflntmrjfa sadoo 
5m. ADlU8SK»fc Gbb51£; IhttemaBste (tXAlV mndmemplay^iS). 
AcnnmMwdBMb Irte. CAE PUEFna. 


B tWKE R gP HBS T XlMfeWBariarTbMcflMOJg—aastoaB W a m ed) &ADj- 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Moor ■ • 

UW&D18XANCESDNNKRS:aamalcnYiWbt(U0} aeia260 Bfifia 


235 ] 


R0MU. BANK OF SCOTLAND MADBI MJRDLf 

(CLASS E) (DIV Q £3^500 added 2m 

M600P E0GD9R0WBI M J BmPyS 117—. = DMtor 

003840 Ura M MID N OUC TOFtopeytllt 
a RftSMSIMUUK(rajflQ*gp71l7_. 

0 Bt*AutoRK(a VBnmpjon 5 11 7_ 

RRB-4 SbRPTWOBEW PMrte* SO _ ?--- 
was*- n*sn*Mmtm (»? o musb 0112 

U AtMWW FUSHT (7} IteS (wpnan 4 U)11 

0 5OW50FlH0WWfM5AW*fB41Dfi 

-B'' — ‘ 


11 (MJ003F nCnMEpa)MBSB«bUto7200. 

-lldednd- 

HMbmii toyciftc-tmabanrito ■■ tf ai ftR f r n mt y flsria^ ftK 7ine tot 13b 
aCTWfc 64 MtorTito. 10630 ItoBr ni rill i n . M Wiri aM toft M Mast 
MeA, 161 ttaaSarOntey.Hna Tom, 12-1 Hovac, 14-1 SdiMB Bat Severn, 161 

Ttoto. 261 MdSDoOe, 33-1 ObtojrKI 

l » W NOVICE HURDLE (QUAUFER) (CLASS 
D)£45Q0 added 2nt 4f 

0-22130 N6MCnC«*onqMHBnmBnd71111} £Mfl0WR 

361214 SJ*gi«Wfflp^p)WGUoaa6iaiD I Catena 

M606P BORIS BROOK PSLftMan 6 110 SMna(7] 

CMC OUGHT niA& (ratoUtotoy 611 Q BOH 


BU-U64 4U0M (14) njHatMn 6120- 
K569E 0UMWnS(7)(B9JLBra811&. 
0-60630 CLBOet (lfl 0 Moore 6 10 12 . 


jC Stott (7) 


2-552S1 OEiaBinqnJHnmdJahraon610iO 

12323P 5HRGMraiY(DS4]CU9qRUSMtf810a 

245PPO TDBMA1A1X (7) B B Bai 5 ID B 

2-33031 H COMB IBBE (tews*# 5 105 

5606S JMABOOT 0309 pBRUMarB 100 

OS&im f4SS7 OCtBOH (75) (D> M* DTTcraai B ID D — C 
-9 ‘ 


JtSSMRhB 

t> 




AMP 

■jtem 


MtoAMMcfoP 1bianandkRp«aVKMam9R22lAPto|rGaRknM Bb. 
KRMR U4Clmto, MM (B, T4 Hem Com HMto 7-1 OH MM, U. 

10-1 TatotoU*. 14-1 latonnt,Paenraonto2MStoeay q Y 
BMURBH UMVaSIY HCAP HURDLE (CLASS 
Q£4JXW added 4Y0 2m 
61 DatMEMBU(reia0iHtotojto«nS2O-- M JtS&A 

era XESHH(U)USHtorieyU5 fitoW 

(XU CRrB4Br[re(D)4Wfl»ll« SRefarn 


&W CUVBBR8 (IS) J Hand Jbtisn 7110. 
3P54- BMBBIBmi (re R MM 7 11 0. 


-ASS 


StMnrtB) 





tatoWfctoor, DU MnflOBwUer, ZO -1 PemB0fTb«cH. M ifa Sta n dard*, 40-1 
Tbi—lim 

235 ] 


FIONA P. CRAM NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS O £4,200 added 3m 

5GU0P4 NDbRCpHMRtfaCiAMVadieie.Utt. 
vsx» «D«BtoFtavrmcnrtcr9ii3 — 


JPMtar 


OQ540D TKSHN»0iriaB»(2S»JS8tow5110 

-74edaeed- 

KTTMB: 04 SkawA 3M CBMte. 114 Maiefle told, 12-1 
Jfrl Ca^tJR tot 284 IbaXtam Ugari, 2H Boric toaR 

SCOTTISH UFE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E ) 
£5,000 added 2m 4f 

1 3S-dFl H0MMtoqmmPMeiMn61113 Rtoffh 

2 1-12535 4urW£mnnJHnmdJBhnGgn9U5 

3 21-2322 JUBWtnHflfreNWdrBlil 
a 34U22 anraeoEMitusnaam^ioii 
5 500443 HS*S'oaCl»VTl«spa5n8100 

-5 toted- . 

ietoBM«Bm^hwSHip«tof4;mvito9Kte. 

BCTWft W Btototo M fltoto ftte M40r Otoe, M Jtodri Han 1M 

Nor Paa 


305 ORVOUROBM m 1 tore) Jotnan 112. 

UBS DOUBLE CASH (11) Ottt® HO 

060 PamtlALUBrrfaejJQUnnlOlD 

RXS aBDUNKB* BAY C22J 8Hta1 100— 
-71 


UPtoR 

J1WBV 


_jECh«*M{3) 

JtlfcOarredtlT) 


UMan hEc 1DH. Jto hanflttp mgtt auhffai Bwf 9s flb 

IBRtt 7-4 Jdb Sire. 3-1 Datola 4toA M Cry Baby, M Dotoa Dto,lfrl 

Pa^HHl 1]0(, 1M OwoBntoXMflMbmm My 

R0UU.BAMC OF SOOILAND MADEN HURDLE 
(CLASS Ei (DW I) £2^00 added 2m 


[&20 



R C0MFWIRWIS(ffl)WNWaBpC5117_ 
00 COnSRMM 907 05) MaS Mum 8117- 
4 TWJW»(Dieya5U7. 


06 »liar(9)JKBtotfJtfrrei5117-^. 
6 N0BDEKlSEBD(retoDlhoant5117. 
004000 8UBEU0B(lS)toKlaito6117 


_ PI 

Jl tats 
JStof 


SOM -nm«.(UMP^UHBeBn*rt5ur 

5 mom sfflsr (USA) M Ptotoh i so 11- 

. 8 toted- 


1 Site (7 >7 

er 


tonne 84SftoiHreA 74 79B1L 144 OaMte Barrel More Sre< 
HteW: 2M NHdbk Latood, *M oOme 


“il « * I B 1 P 7!R ‘ 



HYPERION 

iSS Stounartino 4J0 King Ludfar 

2J25 VBdng FlegsNp AM Ocean Hawk (nb) 

300 AROtJM> THE GALE (nap) 5J0 Sir Prize 
335 Grief 


GOING: Good. 

■ Blda-foB^cBWae. PtacdaSp SB. Bua-ta of ZOOpL 

■ Gmne b cm A308 at Sdnbury. Kmpton ftri! iBhoy 8 UUH 1 a&Bns nouev. AD- 
HXSSMM: Qnb £ 16 . Juntos (16 la 2ft*ca*o>(fc) SIS; Umndattn] 510; SiKn Etnc 
S3. Aoconipaidfd dBldnot under-18 tree. Cut 74X1: McnAas 52; mnbidcr. te 


to LEADING TKA1NBBS WITH RUNNERS: D McfanlaM — 18 wtameni from 67 nitt- 
m»Bteaaneema(attoofm9%aad«loaB»a81 leoel tiako of 14.64; M Hpe 
14 wtanew, 68 r u nntra, til.5%, 4-Sll^B; N Bodcnm — 13 wJunos. tt* runnew, 

1BA1L -49.66; K Bailer— 12 wtonam, 68 tuinea, 21.4%, -52. 1 A 
■IXADDM JoaOBTO: 4 Qte — 28 M&ren, 1 1 9 Odes, '33^%, «518.4i; KDre» 
woo4p— 2lKteien,112ridB«,l&8to,-53827;M AFtaacnU — Wmnum. HXI 
ride^WAbk, -C5A8: A Uapdra — 19 tonexa. 90 rides. 21 . Hi, -57.38. 
BUNXBSED FHtST TOO: Nona. 

WINNERS IN THE XASTSBVBT DAX& Bed Bda (835) mm * Windsor bM Smart*) 
LONG-mSTANCE EXJNNKBS: KuttuBltord (22&) has hern and 254 ndle< by Mr* 
1 Jordan DwnP>an«i,S'Y<atta;BtmiclyH<teCM0)>'W 4>vdaTii»kWaa8m r(j 10) 
Mat 235 mBea ter P Bowen from HmaiinriwtH, Dyfed 


3S5] 


DOVECOTE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS A) (Gkade 2) £14j000 
added 2m Penalty Value £8,792 

n BAM »a i raB (reico)(BAbirertfOMchPton5iiiD a 

OJUSrUDmiMdMl Bute NMenremn 7113 R 


2 6U0tnOH(U5A) W(S Steal JJB*ns 8113 

115414 treratWpBIBHFJUas&iVWMblNTMarvDaUsS U3 C U —Bpa 

2631 N0P«iaWMd(rNtBn)GLlb»e5U3 AMlcCoy 


3 PtBMMl«frg(reiMM9nBBtaB88a4y513 3 — - 

3511F SaBRB(UU)(7)n(WVAUsESRDttBNHanbaa»4U0. 
-7 d a ctoil - 

Ulrea«a,HNtoaWte,a VNoftBnyU-lb 

UftlUeidaPab 

UBe naanriv 8 U 3 u 4 pormo 7-1 (N Handasoh) 8 an 


nr] EMBLEM CHASE (CLASS B) £10,000 added 2m 
— I PenattyVNue £fi^45 


1 1121F0 4ROIcnNaHN(re(n0toREtoiantNlMa)Mtore9l20 

2 11 UM- aHBIWS5M(«remPJtoqprtTFcnarl0120. 

3 1212-24 WaKRMBWta^tmSBmifotoLBteDtolrtelOUO 

4 621111 cajBOE 97) (CtoCStandaol amp Panted c Mann 6117 

5 600153 IMBUMroRD (re (UaJSMPd Mi J Juton 10110—. L 

-5 toted > 

g»eM to im i»^to. 3-iaaiite« 0 o.»i tec ia re re,6ieietoa.«»-i 
ft Wire Rastfv 9 32 0 A MBM 1-2 ID NMCfcort 5 m 


LiiJ 


POOH. NOVICE CHASE (CLASS A) (Grade 2) r.Kf 1 
£39000 added 2sn 4f 110yds LVT.J 

zsem «Rsm«iBa}fre(C0)UBiijBsaMPtttbi6Uio \ 

241211 SnaaXMMKUUmPBMmiPBiMtnBlllO ■ 

»i3m {KmncrorofffewwatMMsAPtranaiir. 

151-121 «MM1We4LC(rem6JRMBnDGreiClb6U3. 

122232 INBJWBpy ICiaiP«T6PW*beflDU7. 


6 256-122 4Mte(reWttoJKfta toWftB B t foiB7U2 CUmri^ 

BB1MB: S44nredDM Gale, 94 laadMto, 741 Hm Rrm, M BMaVHaan, KOreahaM. 

299ft Dab 0 >RB 5 10 9 C Maode 8-11 01 Pad 4 re 
FORM CODE 

MB00RP WE GWE baa won wd N Ha «aae area, bom a Bapr and, h between, re Raasn 
9md b a naefc a Waceoer, wnre he «as aRs Mph* dor N wtnHtett MayBWp (mwr ol 
Ha w> preadag ma and scsnaU nat tm. StaMjr Hare BUs tora acPd Rrth cba» utsess 
neaaren haeaequafedCamean HAM otnawMcmdubRame-onri «4cn iram^Laad 
4ftr a teneh M a Ml a Sretaai One aeeta a^, nwifr* offa atxA chpbr <1 hold art fwtre 
9an«lvrenreonMhtheaBrelton<toBW- lend «ar, wh ha34>ad»abe% arnid brnow 
fccm aoum. Rm Dqne tus aonttma out at tar war fences- one « ii«m it bfetjack- and to 
are WHaraoti afro rede Stoa|r Horn a Barloan, Uea Made. Braaaback ton HOnanenhu- 

dfe os ta 1994-95, am contdanR a hat-ndt alien baaing MrerDnan and taaftBqi omr come 

and ftarea tat Btreg Dap fan to mb Kfely Nto tore ttog a re ret n fn ftenefe ace net 
Nates: SafccttacMOUOTKGlUf 


^OCl VOICE NEWSPAPER ADOMS HURDLE (CLASS A) n*£ 
—I (Grade 2) £34,000 added 4YD 2m " 


1 01251 RB>9M4(7im(lR4li)PlyftM116. 


-Ml 


14BI K8MM(rem(Mffl4afoBlhBJBreeiatoNlbaut0aMCU2^Cllaaate 
3 315 StoRBtoBLtamtl)V&lto£SWteNVbariBaaill2 -JtDHtedy 

4USIMSB(PRB5flhsitaaekForSalBtoreieahalf(8atylDl2 

222334 etoHMO(7q(toNFMBvlS«tooi>ns)1012 DM 

4 CHtoNOL (C*l^ (22) flmy Cormsj T Cterwrl ID 12 R 

2 GBS 7 (23) N fetartt) D Etotth 10 12 PMay 

6 LWQap0SnBto«BrtNMrtteD14chnlOTlOI2 

9 35 PR0Wia(n9(IEBDMi)CMBnnU12. 

10 2410 fMUSBWpremMCMtaFBnmteereRKlD? 

-19 tot te d- 

BErmift»4lteto.4U0pa^»2lMa*bll2ftM;Srererapal. AlMMmExpma, 
14-1 Fab^r Share, 1S-1 Baa Boadaa, 20-1 Pmtoce, Cfaabrei 

19M 2abad 4 10 12 A M«n 7-4 Q> McMbo« 9 re 

fORMGUK 

IBMM mdtfrM ban kMy » hre h«R Twaire teoto VMre Suae Matoa* Mwhw 
9 b bdark re»r a»k DBto no OX Ngei TteonOte tiunpn hqc on SR Oi«ai Ns 

iMitenam.Nerei«aaifraaiciiiiiMon|riDbebrei#iiMii «lha p er m note BgdnSefertrf 
nc»s bracks WtatTha-BreBotea mhntoaannV beren rtcurtfi and «m. Hue,#* 
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FOOTBALL: Coventry City’s venerable keeper, whose career has taken him from the police force to Wembley, 
intends to remain at the top of his profession past his 40th birthday. Glenn Moore spoke to him 

Ogrizovic proud to stand alone 


t 


T here will be something missing 
when Steve Ogrizovic leaves 
the field after Coventry City's 
match with Everton at Hi'ghfield 
Road today. For the first time in a 
dozen years, he will not be ex- 
changing a handshake with Neville 
Southall. 

Instead, Paul Gerrard is expected 
to keep goal for Everton. following 
the apparent passing of Southall's 
long reign. Southall is 38, Gerrard 24 
- the contrast further emphasises that 
Ogrizovic now stands alone as the 
Premiership's most venerable 
goalkeeper. 

One by one the veteran No Is are 
departing the Premiership scene. 
This season Dave Beasant (age 37) 
has been supplanted by 25-year-old 
Ma'tk Taylor at Southampton and 
Tony Coion (35) has suffered a ca- 
reer-threatening injury at Sunder- 
land. West Ham, and 35-year-old 
Ludek Miklosko. are fighting rele- 
gation while Kevin Hitchcock (34) is 
unsure of his place at Chelsea. By the 
time Ogrizovic celebrates his 40th 
birthday in September he could be 
the Premiership's oldest goalkeeper 
by sewn years. 

What is the secret? “One good 
thing is that I don't have to run 
around like an idiot," Ogrizovic said 


‘People say that 
goalkeepers are 
mad, but one good 
thing is that I don’t 
have to run around 
like an idiot’ 


when we met up at Coventry's Ry- 
ton training complex this week. 
“People say goalkeepers are mad, but 
I've always thought it was the other 
way around. At least the ball comes 
to us. they have to chase it around." 

It is not an entirely frivolous 
point, but he adds: “Desire is what 
has kept me going. I'm lucky in that 
Tve always been a good trainer. I see 
some young pros, some kids, who 
come in and it is almost a chore to 
go training. I feel sorry for them, they 
are never going to fulfil their po- 
tential. People say I work hard, but 
it is just the way 1 prepare for a game. 

I have another year on the contraci 
after this and want to play as long as 
possible." 

We are silling in a changing room 
chock-lull of muddy kit and giving off 
a distinctive odour. However, this is 
not because Ogrizovic - the name 
comes from his Yugoslav father - is 
so obsessed with training he cannot 
drag himself away from the envi- 
ronment. He is showered and clean 
but is helpfully enduring the atmos- 
phere so the interview can be con- 
ducted in peace (he has done enough 
of these to know a canteen full of 
footballers is not a good location). 

Tve always been fit and my body 



Net minder: Steve Ogrizovic caught up at Coventry’s training ground this week. ‘Desire is what has kept me going,' the 39-year-old says 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


is strong. 1 never want to tempt fate 
but, apart from a broken leg two 
years ago. Tve also been fortunate 
with injury," he adds, ignoring the ev- 
idence of his oft-broken nose. 

“It probably helps having worked 
in the world outside [he is a former 
policeman]. 1 know what it is like to 
work for a living. That said, football 
is a very difficult occupation, people 
look at the hours we work and they 
don't think so, but there is an awful 
lot of mental pressure, especially 
when things are not going well. 

“You have people's expectations 
in the city, you arc on television every 
week, there is great pressure to per- 
form well and get good results. Un- 
less you are in that position, people 
wonder what you are talking abouL 
but it is a pretty honible feeling for 
a few days if things have gone 


badly. You have to pick yourself up 
and sometimes it is aot so easy." 

If he stays dear of injury, and 
maintains his current fine form. 
Ogrizovic's 40th birthday should co- 
incide with his surpassing George 
Curtis’ 486-match club league ap- 
pearance record. He overtook the 
former centre-balf s club record for 
appearances in ail competitions in 
December and today turns out in a 
Coventry shirt for the 554th lime. 

Two of those matches stand out 
and memories of both have been 
rekindled this year. The difficult FA 
Cup third-round tie with Woking 
evoked the traumatic 1989 defeat at 
Sutton United. City's subsequent 
progress in the most-winnable FA 
Cup in years has stirred fonder 
recollection, of the 1987 FA Cup 
victorv over Tottenham. 


Ogrizovic, the only survivor of both 
games, recalled; “Sutton was the 
worst moment of my career, not one 
I like being reminded of. They 
played very weU but we did not play 
that badly, we created lots of 
chances. It was one of those days. We 
were fated It was a dark hour. 

“Woking, though a much better 
side, were also in a no-Iose situation. 
It was a tricky game. It was ironic we 
then went to Blackburn and won 
while Woking lost at home to South- 
port. It brings home how difficult 
football can be. 

Ogrizovic. incidentally, is a giant- 
killer himself. As a keen fast bowler, 
he was in the Shropshire side who 
beat Yorkshire in the NatWest Tro- 
phy in 1984 - Ogrizovic 10-1-43-1 
(Moxon).-He also reached the final 
of the main club cricket competition 


with Shrewsbury but missed out on 
Lord's as the town's football club, his 
then-employers, were away to 
Grimsby on final day. “I was there 
in spirit." be said, “die winning runs 
were hit with raybaL" He still plays, 
in the powerful Birmingham League. 

Back to football's cup. “Every dub 
left must fancy their chances now. If 
we play to the best of our ability we 
can beat any of the other sides .- 
which is not to say we think we will 
win it. With it being IQ years since 
we won, people in the dty are say- 
ing it could be our year, but I'm too 
long in the tooth to start thinking 
about that yet. I am not looking any 
further ahead than a very difficult 
game at Derby. 

“In 1 987 1 was already 29 and I was 
determined to take it all in. I thought: 
‘This might not happen again' and. 


to date, it hasn't I've said to a few 
lads; ‘This year might be your best 
opportunity, time does pass you by. 
Don’t think there's next year and the 
year after. Do it now, this is your 
chance’." 

If they beat Derby on Wednesday. 
Coventry will face Middlesbrough in 
the sixth round at home. The ideal 
semi-final for Ogrizovic would then 
be Chesterfield, not for the obvious 
benefit in playing a Second Division 
dub, but because that is where he 
started. 

“It would be great to play them. 
Tve very fond memories though I was 
not there long. I was in the police and 
thought I had no future in football 
when Arthur Cox asked me if I fan- 
cied signing pro. I had to take a cut 
in wages but the opportunity was too 
good." 


Ogrizovic went straight in the first 
team - “playing on adrenal in" - and. 

18 matches and four months later, was 
signed for £7QJ30Dby Liverpool - the 
same fee Coventry paid Shrewsbury 
for him seven y eats later. 

“The police had already installed 
discipline nuo me at a very early age 
and 1 found Liverpool was also a very 
disciplined set-up. Boh Paisley was 
manager, with Joe Fagan and Ron- 
nie Moran. Roy Evans was reserve 
team coach. They never allowed 
people to get carried away with 
themselves even though they were 
European champions. Bob was qui- ^ 
et, but he never let players get toe 
big for their boots. He knew exact- 
ly what he wanted and was a very- 
good judge of a player." 

Ogrizovic spent ‘four-and-a-half 
years at Airfield, all but four games 
in Evans' reserves alongside players 
of the calibre of Tommy Smith, Em- 
lyn Hughes. Sammy Lee, Kevin 
Sheedy, Ronnie Whelan and Ian 
Rush. 

“I learned a lot. I remember a re- 
serve game with Manchester Unit- 
ed with 15 intetnationals on the pitch. 

My only regret was that I probably 
stayed a year or two too long." 

And yet he will always wonder if 
he might have stayed for a decade. 

‘I know what it is 
like to work for a 
living. It probably 
helps having # 
worked in the 
outside world’ 


“It’s a fanny story," he says, as peo- 
ple do when they tell a story which 
is not funny at all, not for them. 

“Ray Gemence was in goal and 
obviously playing very- well, I was nev- 
er going to get past him and I felt I 
needed first-team experience. I put 
that to Bob Paisley and be agreed hut 
said I had to wait until he had 
signed another keeper and until we 
were put of Europe. 

“He signed Bruce Grobbeluar.fr 
Meanwhile we got to the European 
Cup final and beat Real Madrid in 
Paris. I was on the bench. Then Ray 
dropped the bombshell that he want- 
ed to leave. If I had known Ray was 
going, I would never have asked for 
a move. 

“Bob had spent £250,000 on Bruce 
so he was obviously going to play him, 
but he persuaded me to stay anoth- 
er year and fight it out with him. Un- 
fortunately I never got the 
opportunity. Who knows what would 
rave happened? I always wonder, but 
it's no good looking back." 

Indeed. It is a fair bet the former 
policeman - at 6ft 5iu he was always 
detailed to patrol Nottingham rity 
centre on a Saturday night -.would 
not swap places with Grobbelaar 
now. 


No 20G 


Leeds United 



by Yannis Andreas 


The FA Premiership's recent 
survey identified Manchester 
United support as mainly com- 
ing from rite surrounds of the 
rainy Oasis City, Yes. sure - and 
Ron Atkinson is an astute and 
forward-thinking tactician, not 
Les Dawson without the 
charm. Eveiy sensible pundit 
knows you are morc likely to 
find a Manchester United sup- 
porter in Torquay selling im- 
ported swingbeat records, than 
in the attitude capital of the 
North. All true Mancunians 
support the City. 

But I'm not going to criticise 
these away- day reds. As a 
Leeds United supporter, proud 
of my South London roots, how- 
can I? Instead. I am going to in- 
to produce an explanation. 
Why do fans follow- teams out- 
side" their home towns? Why do 
I support a team two hundred 
miles away? 

I am a Cypriot. As a young- 
ster I loved football more than 
a Nana Mouskouri single. Even 
after a Todd Terry Remix. The 
focus of school was the lunch- 
time game. Weekends were 
spent playing more games. We 
ran, we kicked, we fell. Some- 
times we touched the ball. 

A large number of the kids 
in our fiats in Kennington. 
South London, supported 
Chelsea. It was 1970 and so, be- 
ing a well-adjusted young fad, 
1 chose to support a" team that 
would allow- my harmonious, as- 
similation into the community. 
I decided to support Leeds. 
Singing "Come on you Leeds" 
among the miniature Osgood 
impersonators improved my 
self esteem and sprinting skills. 
1 had no idea where Leeds was. 
1 was just proud to be different. 

The sensibility' and ethno- 
centric n3ture of some of mv 
fellow Leeds fans did not much 
my passion for the Super 
Whiles: an irony that was lost 
in my- loyalty. I was hooked and 
there was no going back. 


People from an ethnic back- 
ground often support far-away 
teams. My experiences working 
in London's East End in the 
laic 80s support this. The Asian 
community, living at the doors 
of Upton Kirk, supported Man- 
chester United, Liverpool and 
even Blackburn. 

The appreciation of real 
quality is another pointer. Why 
shouldn’t a kid from Peckham 
be allowed to support Man- 
chester United rather than 
Milhvall? They play better foot- 
ball. Never mind the distance, 
feel the quality-. Then there's 
that cruel, intangible force 
called love. I remember the first 
rime 1 saw those raonocoloured 
peacocks at Old Trafford in the 
1970 Cup final replay on our 
new Hack and white television. 
Mv heart missed a beat with 
eveiy; shot. I was sick with dis- 
appointment on the final whis- 
tle and the pain in my stomach 
remained for weeks. The J4 
Wagonwheels did not help. 

My love, patience and loyal- 
ty have often been put to the 
test. In that 1970 replay we were 
thwarted by the handball inci- 
dent that no one saw and time 
forgot. If you have a video of the 
match, look at Webb’s goal 
carefully. Hutchinson's throw is 
clearly’ punched before it 
reached Webb. We were 
robbed. Love is tough. But bet- 
ter to have loved than to have 
followed American football... 

Changes in society have also 
played a role. Children arc 
growing up in an insecure and 
unstable world. By supporting 
a successful Premiership team, 
we meet two of our basic needs 
- security and stability. 

So let us give praise to all 
those far-away Red Devils. 
And I am sure they arc pleased 
to hear the reports on Mr Can- 
tona's imminent homecoming 
to the place of his football 
birthplace. We can all have 
dreams. Ooh Ah Shangri-la... 


MAJOR WEEKEND FOOTBALL FIXTURES AND POOLS CHECK 


TODAY 

3.0 unless sated 

FA Carling PramtoraMp 
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Man Utd 

...ie 158 
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5229 63 

Liverpool.... 

15 7 

4 

4620 62 

Arsanal 

.....27 139 

5 

45 25 48 

Newcastle — . 

—25 13B 
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50 30 46 

Aston Vila .... 

—26 120 
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34 26 42 

Chotses 

110 
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38 33 41 

Wtmbtodoa .... 

—-23 116 
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36 28 39 

SbeffleMWwl 

—.25 8 12 5 

2829 36 

Tottenham .... 

25 9 5 

U 

27 33 32 

Everton — 

25 8 7 

10 34 38 31 

Leeds 

.....26 8 6 

12 2131 30 

Dolly 

26 6 119 

25 32 29 

Sunderland ... 

—25 7 S 

10 23 32 29 

Blackburn . — 

—24 6 9 

9 

26 25 27 

lAioastor 

.. .24 7 6 

11 25 35 27 

Coventry ....... 

— -26 6 9 

1124 35 27 


Nottm Forest ....25 5 8 12 23 40 33 

West Haro -25 5 T 13 20 33 22 

Southampton ....23 5 5 13 32 41 20 

MdcRMfaroa0i ..24 5 7 12 30 44 L9 

1 Chetsee v Manchester Utd.: 

2 Coventry v Evanon - 

3 Leicester v Derby 

4 Liverpool v Blackburn 

5 Midcfrjstmugh v Newcastle 

6 Nottingham Forest v Aston Mila 

7 Southampton v Sheffield Wed 


8 Sunderland v Leeds 31 WafeaS v York ...... ... — ... — 

8 'Postponed; West Han v Toner bam. 32 Wycombe v Watford 

*PWng Monday (Pools panel to ad}u- 

dfcatei TWm Division 

Nstlomvfde FootbaH League , BtigWorySwraM — - 

D ™®" - Cardiff v Hartlepool 

“^ rT ^ v ^ s h “ - Cbwv Mansfield 

12 Crystal Palace v Tramnere "* 

13 Huddersfield v Bolton 2^ 

14 Ipswich v Oxford 35 Northampton v Doncaster 

15 Manchester City v Swndon ........... 38 Scarborou ® 1 v — — — 

IS Otahsm v Bradford City ....... 37 Scunthorpe * Colchester — . 

17 Reading v Southend 38 Torquay v Hun. 

18 Sheffield United v Grimsby......... 39 Wijpn v Leyton Onent .. — ... 

IS State V QPR Lnm-Iin - 

20 West Bromwich * Portsmouth 

premier dmshmi 

Second Division 40 Dunfermline v Aberdeen 

21 Blackpool v Stockport 41 Hearts v Rath 

22 Brentford v Bournemouth ... 42 Kilmarnock v Dundee United ...... 

23 Bristol Crty v Crewe 43 Mothenwdl v Celtic 

24 Burnley v Bristol Rovers — , — ..... __ . 

25 Bury v Nods County W»* DlVtSkHl 

26 CheafarfieH v Plymouth *4 Airdrie v East Fife — 

27 Gilkngham v Peterborough *5 Clydebank v Sorting Albion 

28 Luton v Preston ..... ** Dundee v Morton 

29 Rotherham v Wrexham .......... 47 Falkirk v Partck. 

30 St-rewSbury v MithuaU ..... 48 St Mirren v St Jahnswne 


Second WvMon 

49 Berwick v StenhousemUr ..... 

- Brechin v Ayr — 

- Hamflton v Clyde.....; ' .7~ 

- Queen of the South V Dumbarton . 

- Stranraer v Uvmgston ........ 


IWrdDtvWon 

- Alloa v Arbroath l — — ......... 

Cowdenbeath v Montrose Z .. — 

- Inverness v Forfar .... — 

- Rees County v Quean's Park — — — 

TOMORROW 

FA Carl tag PrataiersWp 

Arsenal v VftnWedwi (4J3) . — 

Nationwide FootbaR League 
First Division 

Birmingham tr Port Vale (2-10) 

Bell’s Scottish Usagoe 
Premier DMsIoa 

Ranges v Hibernian 13.0) — ... 


Warnock is looking 
beyond the Boundary 


TEAM SHEET 


Chelsea v 
FG Man Utd 

Last season: 1-4 
Last flue LaaOre matches Chelsea 
DWlWWfc Manchester Utd WWWWW 
Chelsea player-manager Gullit is 
likely to held an unchanged fine-up, 
with himself and Via lit on the bench. 
Schmeichel Is set to keep goal lor 
United again despite a swollen an- 
kle. Cantona is still suspended and 
there are injury doubts over defend- 
ers Irwin and PaBLster. .. .. 

Mlddlesbro v 
Newcastle ® 

Last season: 1-2 
Last five League matches: MA- 
tflebro U1WD; Newcastle WDDWAV 
Middlesbrough will be without sus- 
pended midfielder Emerson and In- 
jured central detender Whyte as they 
seek to overturn a 3-1 November de- 
feat at St James' Park.' Newcastle's 
Shearer aims to mental n his record 

of scoring against every Premiership 

side this season. Danish win give a 
fitness test to defender Berestord. 


w 


Coventry v 
Everton 

Last season; 2-1 
Last five League matches; Coven- 
try LLWDL Everton LLLLW 
Dublin has completed his suspension 
for two sendings-off and ts expected 
to go straight back into the Coventry 
side, either alongside new signing 
Breen or back m ho normal front role. 
Everton manager Royle wiB gve a late 
fitness test to striker Fergison, woo 
is struggling with a tight hamstring. 

A N Forest v 
S Aston Vffla 

Last season: 1-1 
Last five League matches: N For- 
est WWWLL- A Vata DLLWW 
Fbrest manager Pearce completes a 
suspension, so Phillips is expected to 
play at left-back. Clough Is pushing 
for a recall, having been cup-ded for 
the defeat at Chesterfield, villa man- 
ager tittie is set to name an un- 
changsd side, with midfielders Taylor, 
Townsend and Draper returning from 
injury against Coventry in midweek. 


Leicester v 
Derby 

Last season: 0-0 
Last five League matches: Lafces-' 
ter DtWDU Dartiy.lpLWp • .. .. 
Leicester manat^r CWeiB has 11 play- 
ers missings- five of- whom are sus- 
pended. including the forward Hestey 
- while Walsh and Marshak face late 
fitness teste;-. Derby captain Vbrr . dec 
Laan has flu. so striker Ward returns 
to trie sorting femip< Danish defender 
Laursen has also been /seated, 7 

Southampton *^ 


v Shaft Wed 

Last 'season: 0-1 ~. 

Last fWe League ma teh ea i Souttv* 
amptoa UWDL; Shefflekt Wednes- 
day WLWDD; 7. 7 ' 

Defender Dodd is In contention fora 
. place in the-' Southampton -team, af- 
ter b«o .months put with a knee.in- 
juy. Benafl is completing a flye-maich 
.ban; Briscoe has been added to 
Vttectoesda/s'SQuad after recovering 

fiom a hernia,, while Hirst presses for 
a rerail : \ - r -: 


Liverpool v 
Blackburn 

Last season: 3-0 
Last five Laague matches: Liver- 
pool LDWWW; Blackburn WWDLW 
Liverpool expect to field an un- 
changed tine-up, with Matieo and Mc- 
Mareman recovering -from knocks 
picked up in midweek. Blackburn 
manager Parkes has no injury prob- 
lems, with Norwegian mitffiekfer Bo-, 
hlnen back in the squad. New striker 
Pedersen will start as a substitute. 

IS Sunderland v gss 
Leeds vP 

Last season: No corresponding fix- 
ture 

Last five League matches: Sun- 
derland DWDDU Leeds WWDDL 
Sunderland manager Reid $ tike^to 
recall veteran Ball to stiffen his- mid- 
field. Yeboah and Rush must wait to 
see if they make the Unenip tor Leads, 
but manager Graham must be tempt- 
ed to mate changes after the 4-0 
defeat at Liverpool on Wednesday. 


Nationwide League 


Oldham Athletic's new man- 
ager, Neil Wamock, and his 
player-coach, Andy Ritchie, be- 
gin their quest for First Division 
survival today against fellow 
strugglers Bradford City at 
Boundary Park. 

Warnock, who succeeds 
Graeme Sharp, has built his rep- 
utation on successful promotion 
campaigns in the lower divisions 
and be has been given a contract 
until the end of the season in the 
expectation of rapid results. 

Oldham are bottom and V&r- 
nock and Ritchie, who com- 
pleted a free transfer from 
Scarborough in time to face the 
team directly above them today, 
have a monumental task ahead. 
Yet Warnock, sacked by Ply- 
mouth Argyie last month, is rel- 
ishing the challenge. “We have 
nine home games left and I hope 
we can put together a good run." 
he said. 


“I’ve come here until the end 
of the season. I am hoping to im- 
press the chairman [Ian Stott] 
but it's a two-way thing: I hope 
Oldham impress me as well. 

At the opposite end of the 
table, Barnsley tackle Wolves in 
a match which pits second place 
against third at OakwelL 

The Barnsley manager, Dan- 
ny Wilson, said: “Wolves are 
veiy strong and physical and can^J 
cause you a lot of problems ii^ 
you let them. They've got quite 
a few players who you have to 
respect, including Steve Sul! and 
Don Goodman. 

The leaders. Bolton, head for 
Huddersfield hoping to hit top 
form again after two indifferent 
displays. Bolton, 10 points 
ahead of Barnsley and firm 
favourites to win the title, were 
beaten by Reading and held by 
Sheffield United in their last two 
matches. They are bolstered by 
Nathan Blake's return from 
suspension but Alan Thompson 
starts a two-match ban. 


Rangers’ rich future 


tomorrow., 



.. V 

Wimbledon 


'»0 j.Arserial nritiffekferPtatt will «rt;/ecover- ff^ 

-* i " 1 -’— tf'. i Captari ;4tfams will; hg^a^ ; fttnasf r te^t: ; 



Scottish football 


The future for Scotland’s dom- 
inant club side, Rangers, now 
looks even brighter after Ibrox 
shareholders gave their ap- 
proval to a £40ra investment by 
the Bahamas-based business- 
man loe Lewis. 

A big increase in the champ- 
ions' spending power is, how- 
ever, something their manager. 
Walter Smith will have to grap- 
ple with In the future, raiher 
than the presenL His priority 
now is tomorrow’s home Pre- 
mier Division encounter with 
Hibernian. 

,c We roust be firmly focused 
on winning as we enter a vital 
stage in our aspirations to re- 
tain the championship again," 
Smith said. He will have hts cen- 
tral defender Alan McLaren 


back after a calf strain, but Paul K 
Gascoigne and Sebastian Roz- 
ental are again ruled out by 
anide and knee ligament injuries 
respectively. 

Enrico Annani will be dis- 
playing his footballing talents in 
the unfamiliar surroundings of 
Lanarkshire after his cut-price 
move from Roma 10 Celtic, 
who take on Motherwell today. 
The defender has been given in- 
ternational clearance to make 
his debut for his new club, who 
are eager to cut Rangers' lead 
at the top of the table to just 
four points. 

The Hearts striker, John 
Robertson, feces Raith Rovers 
at Tynecastie still seeking the 
one goal which wifi equal the 
club's long-standing Scottish 
League scoring record of 205 
goals, held by the 1950s stalwart 
Jimmy Wirdhaugb. 


*32 






